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jThb following pages are the pcoductioQ of a 
pen which has already contributed in no. small 
degree to the entertainment of the public. 
And when the pubKc^ which has i;iot i^een in-, 
sensible to the merits of '^ Sense and Sensibir* 
lity/' " Pride and Prejudice/' '* Mansfield 
Park/' and ''Emma/' shall be informed that 
fbe hand which guided that pen is now mouU 
dering in the grave^ perhaps a brief account of 
Jane Austen will be read with a kindlier senti-* 
ment than simple cariosity* 
. Short and easy will be tfa^ task of the mere 
biographer. A life of usefulness, literature^ 
and religion, was not by any means a life of 
^▼ent. To those who lament their irreparable, 
l^s, it is consolatory to think that, as she 
never deserved disaj^robation, so, in the 
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circle of her family and friends^ she never met 
reproof; that her wishes were not only reason- 
able, but gratified ; and that to the little disap- 
pointments incidental to human life was never 
addedi even fer a miHiie»t, an ahotisncleBt of 
good^vtiU Irom aoiy who khew her. 

Jatie AoitM W» bbrti On the l6dl of De* 
c^ttiber^ 1775, flt SteVentob, hn Ihe cwfentjr of 
Hafits. Her iiidie^ W^s Rector dP Aiat piarisb 
upwanb of fbrfy years. There hd resided, iti. 
the conscienfions and unasantsd diftdta^ cfff 
his ministerial duttei^ iintfl be waff turned nt 
seventy years. Then he retked with h»i wife^ 
euar authoress, and her «8tet, to Badi,. fbr tii^ 
remainder of his life,, a period of ahunit fiMor 
years. Being not Only a prefoUMi lieholar, 
but possesskig a moat ex<{uisite taste in evei^ 
species of literature, it is not wonderfbl thait 
his dai^kter Jane shimld, at a very early wgep. 
have becenie aeasibte to the chaumas of Jstjifa^ 
and enthusiastic in the cultivation of her omm^ 
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l«Bg«wgf^ Oa the ckadi. of her fbdier slid fe* 
mDVed> with' her mother and sUter, for. a short 
timei to S^uthamptpD, and finally^ m 1809i to 
tlie,plea$aot village of Chawtoa, .in the 8am«- 
coun^. From ^s place ahe sent into th* 
W^ldi those novels j ^hich by many have been 
placed oi^the Mwe shel£ as die works of ft 
O'ArUay and an Edgeworth. Some of theses 
iiovels had been the gradual performances of 
hef previous life. For though in composition 
dif) w^ e^ujEilly rapid and cerrect^ yet an in* 
imciJile distrust of her own judgement induced 
her to withhold her works from the public, tiH 
time and inany perusals had satisfied her that 
the chai^. of . recent composidon was dissolved. 
The natucal .consUtution^ the regular habits, 
Ihe.^et and happj occupations of our au* 
thcH'e&s, seemed to promise a long succession 
ef w^usement to the public^ and a gradual 
increase of reputation to herself. But the 
f^mptraia of a decay> deep, and incurable^ be-r 
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gas to shew themselves in the com meAcemeftt 
^f 1816. Her decline was at first deceitfiilly 
slow; and nntil the spring of ikis present year^ 
those who knew their happiness to be involved 
in her existence could not endure to despair. 
But in the month of May> 1817> it was foutid^ 
advisable that she should be removed to Win- 
chester for the benefit of constant medical 
apid^ which none even then dared to hope 
would be permanently beneficial. She ivip^ 
ported, during two months, all the varykigf 
pain, irksoQieness, and tedium, attendant M 
^caying nature, with more than resignatib»i 
with a truly elastic cheerfulness. Sheretained 
her faculties, her meHiory, her fimey, hcfr tem- 
per, and her afiections, warm, dear, and un* 
impaired, to the last. Neidier her love of Ged> 
nor of her feHow creatures flagged for a moment. 
She made a point of receiving the sacranftent 
before excessive bocfily weakness mi^t hav^ 
tendered her perception unequal to her wi9her» 

She 
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She wrote whilst she could hold a peo, and 
with % pencil when a pen was become too la-« 
borious. The day preceding her death she 
composed some stanzas replete with fancy and 
vigour. Her last voluntary speech conveyed 
thanks to her medical attendant ; and to the 
final question asked of her^ purporting to 
know her w»its^ she replied^ '' I want nothing 
but death/' 

She expired shortly after^ on Friday the 
iSth of July, ]8i7y in the arms of her sister, 
who, as wieli as the relator of these events^ 
feels too surely that they shall never look 
up«4A her like again. 

Jane Austen was buried on the 24th of 
July, 1.8 17> in the cathedral church of Win« 
Chester, which, in the whole catalogue of its 
mighty dead, does not contain the ashes of a 
brighter genius or a sincerer Christian. 

Of personal attractions she possessed a 

€M>n8idersible lAare. Her stature was that of 
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true elegance. It could net Wave been k^ 
cf eased ifkbout exceedii^ tke iniddie heigbl«r 
Her carriage kpd deportment wene quiet/ yef 
gracefuU Her featiife» were SBfmmidj g^e«l« 
Their asaemUage produced an unrivalled es<f 
presdon of tliat cheerfidoessy saosiMify^ tmd 
benevolence, which were her red chaf acteria^ 
lies. H«r compUxibn was of tlie finest tex*« 
ture. It might with truth be said, thai her 
eloquent blood spoke through her modiest 
cheek. Her voice was exjttelnely sweet. She 
delivei^d herself with fluency afeid precinonfr 
Indeed she was fonned for degant and ratkmiJ 
society, excelling in conveisatioD as miidb as 
in compositien. In the present age it is 
hazardous tomenlionaccoinplishniento. Our 
authoress would, probably, have been inferiot 
to few in such acquirenients, had she not been 
so superior to most in higher things. She had 
not only an excellent taste for drawing, but> in 
her earlier ds^s^ evinced great power ofhand 
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ki ihs mMMgeinait of the pendl. Her own 
muspEd sttaimnenta sbe held rery cheiq>« 
Tweaiiy years ago they would have beem 
tbooght mnre «^ and twenty years hence many 
a paienl will expect their daughters to be apu 
fiauded fcnr mealier perfturmaBees. She waa 
6md cf dancing, asd excelled in it* It te^ 
iksaiBS now to adii a few obsenratioBs oo thai 
which her fiiecab deemed more-importaniv on 

I 

ik^as eiidowmenta wIiLch sweetened ever^ 
hour .of their lives. 

IE there be «ei opinicm currost m the woiid^ 
duM;. perliaci placidity of t^nper b not recon<^ 
^ikebfe to,the most lively imagiiiation,.«nd the 
h^eoeat rtHiA for wit^ such an opinion will be 
aejected for ^v:er by those who have faa^ the 
JbiipfmraSiOf knowiiig the authoress of the £oU 
lowing works. Though the findltieS]! foiMesy 
4«Mi folfiea of others could not escape her im«^ 
mfifiiskt^ detection^ yet even on their vices jdH 
gibe nfisvet traat herself to comm^Eit with oah 
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kindness. Tbe affectation of candour ia nei 
imcoixinion 7 but she had no affectiKbon* 
fwhless herself, as nearly as human nature 
can b^y she always sought, m the faults of 
otibers, something to excuse, to forgive or fpn 
get. Where extenuation was impossible, she 
had a sure refuge in silence. , She never ut« 
tered either a hasty, a silly^ or a severe express- 
flion;. In short, her temper was as polished as 
her. wit Nor were her manners inferior to her 
temper. They were of the happiest kind. No 
/6ne could be often in* her company without 
^littg a strong desire of obtaining her frieod- 
0hip, and cheiishing a h<^e of Having obtained 
it. . She was tranquil without reserve or stiff- 
ness; atul communicative without intrusion of 
aelf-sufficiency. She beoame an authoress en^ 
firely from taste and inclinatipn. Neither the 
liope of Csme nor profit mixed with her early mo^ 
tives. Most of her works, as before observed, 
were composed many years previous to th^ir 

' publi* 
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ptibli<;»lioii. It was wi& extreme ' difficttkjr 
that her friends^ M'hose partialily sfie «u«pected 
K^ilst she honoilred Iheir jad^emeiit, couM 
prevail on her to puUbh ber first work. Naji 
•o persttaded wati she that its' 4ale would not 
repay the expense of publication^ that she 
actually made a reserve irom her very mode^ 
rate iocome to meet the expected loss. She 
tould seareely believe what fthe termed her 
great good fortune when ** Sense and Sensible 
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Uty" produced a dear profit of about <£l5(X 
Few so ff&td were so truly unpretending. She 
r^arded the above sum as a prodigious re^ 
eompense for that which had cost ber notlmgw 
Her readers, perhaps, will wonder that such a 
wofk produced so little at a time when some 
authors have received more guineas than tbey 
have written lines. The works of our au- 
thoress, however, may live as long as those 
whicb have burst on the world with more^ 
^clat» Bttt the public has not been unjust; 

and 



wtA cmr amhorem ¥m» Sax {ftem tbuikins it mh 
Most ^r»1ifyiiig t<v her was the applaiwe 
winch ft&m tiio^ to time re^dbisd her ear» 
f««ia those who were c^Miijpetent to di$CFii»i* 
fHbte'. SuU^ ID spite of such applaitseii s« 
imich did she shrink from aotorkty,, tliat oo 
accumulation of hme would have induced her, 
had she lit ed, to affix her name to any pro* 
ductioos of her pen. In ^ bosom of hev 
own family she talked of them freely, thaakftd 
for praise, open to remark, and siibmiasive to 
criticisn}. But in ^piihltc die turned away 
£rom any ailusi^i to the character of an aii^ 
i^MNpess. She read aloud with very peattast? 
and effect* Her own-work^, probaUy^were 
never heard to so much advantage as from, her 
own montli; for she partook largely in all &e 
I>e8t gifts of the comic muse. She was a warai 
jmd judicious admirer of landscape, both in 
natme and oh canvass. At a vei^ eariy Hge 
she was enamoured of Gilpin oa the Pic* 

turesque ; 
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taim^pM; md slue sddoai cksnged Iter 9fi^ 
txkm^ eWwr oa b^oka or »en. 

Her jT^idiiig WM very cadienmve in Ittatory 
sari beUes leUees ^ qod her memory estne^melj' 
tenacious. Her favourite monk il^riler9< weff<» 
J^ohfiSOB in pf osc^ and Cowpee in verse. It 
i» 6i&cvit to say at whal age she was not 
intimalety aequmted with the merits aftd de* 
fects <tf die best essays lusd noveb ta the 
English language. RLehardson's powec of 
ereatmgy and pieserving the consistecwty of hut 
characters, as partieulacly exemplified in ** Sir 
Charles Grandison/' gratified the natural dia* 
omniaafion of her mindi wh&t hes taste se- 
cured her from the errors of his pri&lix style 
and tedious narrative. She did not rank any 
work of Fielding quite so Ugh. Without the 
slightest affectation she recoiled from every 
thing gross. Neither nature, wit, nor humouiv 
could mtake her. amends for so very low a 
scale of morals* 

Her 
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- ' K^f power o^ inventing characters seems 
to have been intuiti^> and almost unlimited. 
She drew from nature ; bnt, whatever may 
have been surmised to the contrary, never 
tfimk individuals. 

The style of her familiar correspondence 
vras in all respects the same as that of her 
novels. Every thing came finished from her 
pen ; for on all subjects she had ideas as clear 
as her expressions were well chosen. It is 
not hazarding too much to say that she never 
dispatched a note or letter unworthy of pub* 
lication. 

One trait only remains to be touched on. 
it makes all others unimportant. She was 
thoroughly religious and devout ; fearful of 
giving oiFence toGod^ and incapable of feeling 
It towards any fellow creature. On serious 
subjects she was well-instructed^ both by ready- 
ing and meditation, and her opinions accorded 
strictly with those of our Established Church. 

LQndon, Dec. 13, 1817. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

ISiNCE concluding the above remarks, the 
tnriter of them has been put m possession of 
iome extracts from the private correspondence 
of the authoress.' They are few atid short; 
but are submitted to the public without apo-^ 
fogy, as being more truly descriptive o£ hev 
temper, taste, ftefings^. and' priiiciples than 
toy thing which the pen of a biographer can 
produde^ i <i . 

The first extract is a playful defence of heri 
delf from a mock charge of havhorg pilfered 
the manuscripts of a young relation/ 
' '' What should I do, -my dearest E. with 
your manly, vigorous sketches,' i^ full of lift 
and spirit ? How cotild I possityly join them 
on to a little bit of ivory, two inch(^s wide, oii 
Mitfich I work with a bruih so fine «is topro^ 
duce fittle effect after much labourr* ■ ' ' ^ 

Tli« 



The remaining extracts are from various 
parts of a letter written a few weeks before 
her death. 

'^ Mj attendanit is encomtiging,, and tdks 
^f making me /quite, well. I live chiefly oil 
the sofa, but am ^allowed to walk from ont 
room ta the other. I haiw been out once io 
a sedan-chair, and am to> repeat it^ and b* 
promoted to a wheelrchair 'as the weathev 
serves. On this subject I will only say fur<* 
fber that my dearest sistei;! my tender, watcher 
ful, indefatigable nurse, has not been made 
ill by her exertions* Asta what I owe to 
her, and to the anjdous .affection of all mj 
beloved famtty on this opGa9ibn, I can qbI^ 
cry over it, and pray to God to- bless, them 
more and more/* 

She next touches with just and gentle aniifrr 
adver^oa on asulg^ct of domestic disappointr 
ment Of diis the 'particulars do not cqncesQ 
the publicr Yet in justice to her chaxactev^ 

istic 
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istic sweetness and resignation^ the concluding 
observation of our authoress thereon must 
not be suppressed. 

" But I am getting too near complaint. It 
has been the appointment of God, however 
secondary causes may have operated." 

The following and final extract will prove 
the facility with which she could correct every 
impatient thought^ and turn from complaint to 
cheerfulness. 

** You will find Captain : a very 

respectable^ well-meaning man, without much 
manlier, his wife and sister all good humour 
and obligingness, and I hope (since the fa* 
shion allows it) with rather longer petticoats 
than last year.'* 

London, Dec.lO, 1817. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

BY HIE AVVIPdilBSS, 

TO 

NORTHANGER ABBEY. 



%^m iittle worik wan finiffeetj ia the 
yeftr 1808, is^ iotwded iw/i«m<^ 

of to a bookseller, it was even adver- 
tised, and why the business proceed- 
ed no farther, the author has never 
been able to learn. That any book- 
seller should iliuik it worth while to 
purchase what he did not think it 
worth while to publish seems extra- 
ordinary. But with this, neither the 

author 
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author nor the public have any other 
concern than as some observation i» 
necesi^ary upon those parts "of the 
work which thirteen years have made 
comparatively obsolete* The public 
are entreated to bear in mind that 
thirteen ye«, have pa<»ed «nce it 
was finished, many more since it was 
begun, and that during that period, 
places, manners, books, and opinionls 
have undergone considerable changes. 






NORTHANGER AB^EY* 



CHAPTER I. 



No one who had ever seen Catherine 
Morland in h^r infancy, would have 
supposed her born to be an heroine. 
Her situation in life, the character of 
her father and mother, her own person 
and disposition, were all equally against 
her. Her father was a clergyman, 
without being neglected, or poor, and 
a very respectable man, though his 
name was Richard- and he had never 
been handsome. He had a considerable 
independence; besides two good livings 
— and he was not in the least addicted 
VOL, I. B to 
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to locking up his daughtei^. Her mo- 
ther was a woman of useful plain sense, 
with a good temper, and, what is more 
femarkable, with a good constitution. 
She had three sons before Catherine 
was born; arid instead of dying in 
bringing the latter into the world, as 
any body might expect, she still lived 
^on — lived to have six children more-^ 
,to see theiji growing up around her, 
and to enjoy excellent, health herself. 
^ A family of ten children will be always 
called a fine family,^ where there are 
heads and ^ums and legs enough for 
the number; but the Morlands had 
little other right to the word, for they 
were in general very plain, and.Ca^e- 
rine, for many years of her life^ aa plain 
'OS any. She hadathinawkwacd figure, 
a sallow skin without colour, dark lank 
hair, and strong features ;-^.iauch 

for 
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for her person ^ — and not lesii' unpro- 
pkious «>r heroisnv seemed her mind. 
She was fond of all boys* plays/ kbA 
^eatly preferred cricket not merely to 
doUs, but to the more heroic enjoy*- 
mente of infancy, nursing a dormouse, 
feeding a canary-bird, or wateiing a 
tose-bush. Indeed die had no taste 
for a gaiden ; and if she gathered fldw- 
ei^ at all> it wa» diicflji for the pteasure 
of mischief^-^-at least so it wi^s tonjec- 
tu red from her always preferring those 
which she waa forbidden to take.— =- 
Such were*her propensities*^-4ier abilt- 
•ties were quite as extraordinary. She 
silver could learn or understand any 
■thing before she was taught; and 
sometimes not even then, for she was 
tyften inattentive^ and occasionally stu- 
pid. Her mother wafi "three months m ^ 
t^bching her only to repeat l^e ^^ Beg- 

B 2 gar's 
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gar'$ Petition j" and after all, her nexS 
sister, Sally, could say it better than 
she did. Not tl^t Catherine was al- 
VfBys stupid, — by no means ; she learnt 
ihe fable of " The Hare and many 
Friends," as quickly as any ^rl in 
England. Her mother wished her to 
learn mu^ic; and Catherine was sur^ 
she should like it, for she was yery 
fond of tinkling <he keys of the, old 
forlorn spinnet; so, at eight years old 
she began. She learnt a year, and 
could not bear it ; — ^and Mrs. Morland, 
who did not insist on her daughters 
being accomplished in spite of incapa- 
city or distaste, allows her to leave 
off* The day which dismissed the mu- 
sic-master was one of the happiest of 
Catherine's life. Her taste for draw- 
ing was not superior; though when- 
ever she could obtain the outside of a 

letter 
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letter from her mother, or seiize upon^ 
any other odd piece of paper, she did' 
what she could in that way, by draw- 
ing houses and trees, hens and chick- 
ens, all very much like one another. — • 
Writing and accounts she was taught 
by her father; French by her mother : 
her proficiency in either was not re- 
markable^ and. she shirked her lessons 
in both whenever she could. What a 
strange, uiiaccountable character ! — ^for 
with all these symptoms of profligacy 
at ten years old, she had neither a bad 
heart nor a bad temper; was seldom 
stubborn, scarcely ever quarrelsome, 
and very kind to the little ones, tvith 
few interruptions of tyranny ; she Was 
moreover noisy and wild, hated con- 
finement arid cleanliness, and loved no- 
thing so well in the world as rolling 
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down tiie green slope at the back of the' 
houses. 

^Snoh wajg Catbet hve Moriand at temr 
At fifl:edn, appe^anc^S were mending ;. 
she begsn to; ^carl her hairr andloog ^r > 
baHs; her' comptexion: improved, heir' 
feattties wcHe softened^ by plumpness* 
saxi toiovLTy /her eyes gained moreaniN; 
TDsatwn^ : and her figure more conset 
qutntte; H^r love of dirt gave way toi 
an ineiinMion for finery/ and she greti^ 
clean as^she grew imart; die hadnbw 
the pleasure of sometimes heating ho^: 
father and.mother remarfc on her per-^ 
sooal impaxjyement ^^ Catiierinegrows ' 
quite a goodrlooking girl, — she is al- 
most pretty.to day/' were words Is^hich . 
caught her ears now and then^ and how^ : 
welcome^ were the . sounds ! To look: 
olmai^ pretty,.is an acquisitioaof higheri 

.. .. / delight 
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flight to a giii who has beeivk>okifig 
plain the liFst fifteen years of her U£^ 
tlwiiv a beaitty from her cradle €an ever 
receive." 

Mi^ftM^rlaud wae^ a vefygood wo«- 
man, and wished to see her ohildi^ 
every thing they ought to be^ but 
herthnewas^sonmch occupied i9> lying- 
in and teaching the little ones,^ that her 
elder daughters were inevitably left to 
shift for themselves-; and -it was- not 
Very Wonderful that Catherine, who 
had by nature nothing heroic about her, 
should prefer cricket, base ball, riding 
on horseback, and running ^.bout the 
country at the age of fourteen, to books 
— or at least books of information — ^for, 
provided that nothing like useful know- 
ledge could be gained from them, pro- 
vided they were all stpry and ©p. reflec- 
tion, she had never any objectippto 
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books at alL But from fifteen to S6r 
venteen she was in training for a he* 
roine ; she read all such works as he^ 
ro'ines must read to supply their.memo- 
lies with those quotations which are so 
serviceable and so soothing in the vicis- 
situdes of their eventful lives.. 

From Pope, she learnt to censure 
those who 

** .bear about the mockery of woe.'* 

From Gray, that 

^* Many a flower is bom to blash nnseeii, 

*^ And waste its fragrance on the desert air." 

From Thompson, that 

■ "It is a delightful task 

- _ • • • , • 

** To teach the young idea how to shoot." 

And from Shakspeare she gained a 
great store of information — ^amongst 
the rest, that 

-^^ Trifles light as air, 

•* Are, to the jealous, confirmation strong, 
^ •* As proofs of Holy Writ.'^ 

That 
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That 
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** The poor beetle, which we tread upon, 
^ la corporal sufferance feels a pang as great 
" As when a giant dies." 

And that a young woman in love 
always looks 

** like Patience on a monument 

*« Smiling at Grief." 

So far her improvement was suffi- 
cient — and in many other points she 
came on exceedingly well ; for though 
she could not write sonnets, she brought 
herself to read them ; and though there 
seemed no chance of her throwing a 
whole party into raptures by a prelude 
on the pianoforte, of her own composi- 
tion, she could listen to other people's 
performance with very little fatigue. 
Her greatest deficiency was in the pen- 
cil—she had no notion of drawing — 
not enough even to attempt a sketch 

B5 of 
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of her lover's profile, that she might 
be detected in the design. There she 
fell miserably short of the' trufe hetoic 
height. At present she did not knotv 
her own poverty, for she had no lover 
to ponrtray . She had reached the age 
of seventeen, without having seen one 
amiable youth who could call foith her 
sensibihty; without having inspired 
one real passion, and without having, 
excited even any admiration but what 
was very moderate and very transient* 
This was strange indeed ! But strange 
things may be generally accounted for 
if their cau«e be fairly searched oat. 
There was not one lord in the neigfar 
bourhood; no — not even a baronet* 
There was not one family among their 
acquaintance who had^reared ai^ sup- 
ported a boy accidentally found at their 
door^ — not one young man whoseorigin 

wa? 
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was unknown. Her father had no 
ward, and the squire of the parish no 
children. 

But when a young lady is to be a 
heraiufi; the perverseiwss of forty surr 
TO«Hiing.famUiea cannot prevent her. 
£kttnethmg.iuu3t amd.will happen to 
thnow.a hero iu.her way, 

Mr. AlleQ^ who owned the chief of 
the property about FuUerton, the vil* 
lagpe.in Wilt^ire where the Morlands 
lived, was ordered to. Bath for. tht 
faenefit.o^ a . gouty omstitution ;-^axid 
\qa\j Jady,. a good-Jiumoured womai^ 
fond .of Miss . Morlan^, and probably 
aware that if adventures wilL not befal 
a young lady in her owa village, she 
nmst seek them abroad, invited her to 
go w^th them. Mr. and Mrs. Morland 
were al\ pompliancei and Catherine all 
happiness. 

B 6 CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER IL 

r 

In addition to what has beeii already 
i^aid of Catherine Morland's personal 
and mental endowments* when about 
to be launched into all the difficulties 
and dai^ers of a six weeks' residence 
in. Bath, it may be stated, for the 
readei's more certain informatics, lest 
the following pages should otherwise 
fail of giving any idea of what her 
character is meant to be; that her heart 
was affecticmate, her disposition cheers 
ful and open, without conceit oraf* 
fectation of any kind — ^her manners 
just removed from the awkwardness 
jand shyness of a girl ; her person plegs^ 
ing, and, when in good looks, pretty — 
and her mind about as ignorant and 
. ^ unin- 
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uninformed as the female mind kt 
seventeen usually is,- 

When the hour of departure drew 
near, the maternal anxiety of Mrs* 
Morland will be naturally supposed^ to 
be most sev^e. A thousand alarming 
presentiments of evil to her beloved 
Catherine from this terrific separation 
must oppress her heart with sadhess, 
and drown her in tears for the last day 
or two of their being together; and 
advice of the most important and ap- 
plicable nature must of course flow 
from her wise lips in their parting con- 
ference in her closet; Cautions against 
the violence of such noblemen and 
baronets as delight in forcing young 
ladies away to some remote farm-house> 
must, at such a moment, relieve the ful- 
ness of her heart Who would not think 
so? But Mrs. Morland knew so little 

^of 
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of lords and baroaets, that she enter-r 
tained no notion of their general irnSn 
chievousness, and was whcdly iinsus- 
picnous of danger to her dau^ter from 
their machinatioiis. Her cautions 
were confined to tiie. following ^ints* 
*^ I b^, Catherine^ you will alwayif 
wrap yourself up very warm about the 
throat, when you come from the Rooms 
^t night; and J wiah you would, try to 

ft 

keep some account of) the mon^ you 
spend; — I will give you this, little 
book .on purpose." 

Sally, or rather Sarah, (for what yoiuog^ 
lady of common gentility will readi 
the age of fiAxteen without altering ber 
nan^e aa far as she can?) must from 
situation be at this time the intiosate 
iriend and confidante of her sister; 
It is remarkable, however, that she 
neither insuted on Catherine's. writing 

by 
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1^ every post, nor exacted her promise 
of transmitting the chaiacter of every 
new acquamtanee, mor a detail of every 
interesting conversation that Bath 
might produce* Every thing indeed 
rdative to this important journey 
was done^ on the part of the Morlands, 
With a d^ree of moderation and com^* 
p^^sure, which seemed rather consistent 
with the common feeUngs of common 
life, thair with the refined sosceptibi- 
Ikies, the tender emotions which the 
£rst separation of a heroine from hei* 
fiimily oughtalway^ taexcitej Her fa- 
ther j instead of giving her an unlimited 
<»*der on his^banker, or even putting an 
'hundred pounds bank-bill into hqr 
hands, gave her only ten guineas^ and 
promised her more when she wanted it. 
Under these unpromising auspices^ 
tlie parting took place, and the jour- 
ney 



iiey, began. It was performed with 
suitable quietness ' aiid' uneventful 
safety. Neither robbers nor tempests 
befriended them, nor orie liicky over- 
turn to introduce themi to the hero. 
Nothing more alarming occurred than 
€t fear on Mrs. Allen's side, of haviiig 
once left her- clogs behind her at an 
inn, and that fortunately proved to be 
groundless. 

They arrived at Bath. Catherine 
was all eager delight ; — ^her eyes were 
here, there, every where, as they' ap- 
proached its fine and striking environs, 
and afterwards drove through those 
streets which* conducted -them to the 
hotel. She was come to be happy, and 
she felt happy already. 

They were soon settled in comfort* 
able lodgings in Pulteney-street. 
' It is now expedient to give some 

descrip- 



defiferip^oa of Mrs« AUen, that t)i« 
reader Ipay be able to judge, in what 
mapper her actions will heueafter tend 
to promote the general didtness of die 
work) and how she will, probably, cont 
tribute to reduce poor Catherine^ to all 
the desjperate wretchedness of which a 
last volunie i»: capable' — ^whether by 
her impi udeilce^ yulgaiity, or jestloway 
—whether by intefcdpting berlttJbfiih 
ruiniiig her, character, or turning her 
put of doors. . 

^rs. Allen was one^ of that nume* 
^o^s clai^ of fprnal^s, who^e society: can 
f:i|is!e mo othei>emotion,tlian.surpfrise at 
ther^ being any.men in theworjtd.wto 
could like them well enough to marry 
them. Stie h^d neitjiqr beauty, ge- 
pius» accomplishment, Mox maimen 
The air of a gentle woipaii, agredt deal 
ef quiet, inactive good temper, and a 
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iiey, began! It was performed witfe 
suitable qiiietness ■ mA' uneventful 
safety. Neither robbers nor tempest!^ 
befriended them, nor one hicky over- 
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turn to introduce thenK to thie hero. 
Nothing more alanning occurred than 
a fear on Mrs. Allen's side, of haviiig 
once left her- clogs behind her at an 
inn, and that fortunately proved to be 
groundless. 

They arrived at Bath. Catherine 
was all eager delight ; — ^her eyes were 
here, there, every where, as they' ap- 
proached its fine and striking environs, 
and afterwards drove through those 
streets which* conducted -them to the 
hotel. She was come to be happy, and 
she felt happy already. 

They were soon settled in comfort* 
able lodgings in Pulteney-street, 

It is now expedient to give .some 

descrip- 
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dtscnpHcn of Mi^ Allen, that ih/9 
reader i»^y be able to judge, in wbat 
isaAner^her actions will hereafter tend 
to promote the general diatudss of tJie 
work, and how she will, piobably, cont 
tribute to reduce poor Catherine to all 
the de^rate wretchedneas of whtch a 
Ja&t volunie i»; capable* — ^whetiier . by 
beii impiudeilce, vulgarity,. or jfalou3y 
—whether by intercepting bepMu^i^ 
ruining hei: qharacter, or turning her 
put of doors. . . 

]^rs. Allen was one. of that nunie'* 
rous cla$s of f^pmal^s, whoaeisociety can 
l^ifie np othci> emotion, than surpfriae at 
tlierije being any .men in the world who 
could like them well enough to marry 
them. She h^d neither beauty, ge^ 
liivs, aorompU^hment, j:ior mamien 
The air of a gentle woipan, a.great deal 
ftf quiet, inactive good temper, and a 

trifling 
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line, however^' kept close atthfer sidef 
and linked her arm too firmly within 
her friend's to be torn asunder by any 
common elfort of a struggling assem* 
bly. But to faei^ utter amazement she 
f^undthat to prsceed along the room 
was by no means^ the way to disengage 

themselves from the crowd ; it seemed 

* 

rather to increase as they went on, 
wheieas^ she had imaginecF that when 
onee>£sdUy within the door, they should 
tesily. .find seats and be able to watcb 
the', dances. widb. ^perfect convenience* 
But this was fer from bemgthe cas^^ 
andt though by unwearied diligence 
tbey.gained'emen the top of the rooiri, 
their situation was J wt the same; they 
saw nothing of the dancers but the 
high fearers of some of the ladies. 
Still they moved on — ^something better 
was yet in vi^w; and by- a continued 

exeitioa 
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exi^ioa of ttreaglh ami' tti^((^iitty 
they fouiui t^oi^el^re^ 9t ' last, in the 
paissage behind tbe high^t h^oqh.^ 
Here there was soinelliiqg Jess e£ 
crowd than belaw> and hence Miss 
Morl^JGifi had a connprehensive view of 
all the c^BOf^Jky b^ne^th her, aad ef 
all the. dangers of her late passs^ 
through th^ni. It was a,splendid sights 
and she began, for the first time that 
evening, to feel her»<$lf at a ball: she 
longed to dance, but {^e had not an 
acquaintance in the tooi», Mrs. AUen 
did all that she could do in such a case . 
by saying very placidly, evety now 
and then, ^* I wish you could dance, 
m^ dear, — I wish you could get a 
partner,". For some time her young 
friend felt obliged to her for these 
wishes; but they were repeated so 
often, and proved so totally ineffectual^ 

that 
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Would thafik her< no more. 
♦ They were not long able, however^, 
toeftjoy the repose of the emin^ntod 
they had so labDiiously gained. — ^ 
.Every body was shortly in -motion' for 
tea,* ' Attd they mnst scfuec^^e out like 
the rest Catherine began to feel 
something of disappointment — she was 
tired of being continually press^ 
against by- people, the generality of 
whose faces possessed nothing to in- 
terest,- and with all of whom she was 
so wholly unacquainted, that she could 
not relieve, the irksomeness of impri- 
sonment by the exchange of a syllable 
with any of her fellow captives; Bpd 
when at last arrived in the tea-room, 
she felt yet more the awkwardness of 
having no party to join, no aoquaint- 
ance to claim, no gentleman to assist 

them. 
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them. — ^They. saw ^ nothiBg of Mr« 
Allen; and after iMtkthg about thorn 
in vain for a more eligible situation^ 
wer^ obliged to »t4own at the end of 
a tabfer at ^^^h. a large party were 
.already placed, without having any 
thing to do there, or any body to speak 
.to, except- each other. 

Mrs. A^en congratulated herself, as 
soon as they were seated, on havij^g 
preserved her gown from injury. ^' It 
would have been very shocking to 
liave it torn," said she, " would not it? 
— It is such a delicate muslin. -r-For 
•my part I have not seen any thing I 
like so well in the whole room, I a^ssure 
you." 

" How uncomfortable it is," whis- 
pered Catherine, '^ not to have a single 
4u:quaintance here !" 

** Yes, my dear," replied Mrs. Alleji, 

with 
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ln^ith perfect serenity, " it is very un* 
comfortable indeed/' 

"What shaH ^e do?— Tlie g6ntlcf- 
men and ladies at this table look as if 
they wondered why vr^VLtne here — 
We seem forcing onrselves into their 
party." 

" Aye, so we db.-^That is very dis- 
agreeable. I wish we had a large ac- 
quaintance here." 

- *" I wish we hsid ani/;—it would' be 
somebody to g6 to.** 

" Veiy true, my dear; and if we 
knew anybody we would join them 
directly. . The Skinners were hei'e last 
year— I wish they were here now/* 

" Had not we better go away as it 
is ?-— Here are no tea things for us, you 



see. 



^* No more there are, indeed. — How 
very provoking! But 1 think we had 

better 
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better sit still, for one gets so tumbled 
in such a crowd ! How is jity head, my 
dear?— Somebody gave me a push that 
has hurt it I am afraid.'* 

** No, indeed, it looks very nice. — 
But, dear Mrs. Allen, are you sure 
there is nobody you know in all this 
multitude of people? I think you must 
k;iow somebody." * 

" I don't upon my word — I wish I 
did. I wish I had a large acquaintance 
here with all my heart, and then I 
should get you a partner. — I should be 
so glad to have you dance. There 
goes a strange-looking woman ! What 
an odd gown she has got on! — How 
old fashioned it is ! Look at the back.** 

After some time they received an 
offer of tea from one of their neigh- 
bours ; it was thankfully accepted, and 

VOL. I. C this 
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this introduced a light .conversation 
with the gentleman who offered it^ 
which was the only time that any body, 
spoke to them .during the eveningi till 
they were discovered and joined ]by 
Mr. Allen when thie dance Was over. 

" Well, Miss Morland," said he, dir 
Tectly, " I hope you have had an 
agreeable ball." 

" Very agreeable indeed," she fe- 

plied, vainly endeavouring to hide a 

» ♦ 

great yawn. 

< 

*' I wish she had been able to dance,** 
said his wife, " I wish we could have 
got a partner for her. — I have been 
{paying how; glad I should be if the 

# , • 

Skinners were here this winter instea4 
of last; or if the Parrys had come, as 
they talked of once, she might have 
danced with George Parry. I am so 
sorry she has not had a partner !*' 

"We 



t 

ing I hope/'wa^ Mi*. AUei^'a cod^oUir 

The company began >to dis{>er9e 
wh4a th^. 4au<;ing wais over-— eoough 

to J^ve space' for the ren^mder to 
walk aWut m wme comfort; and mow 
w48 jtjife time for ,fe heroine, who had 
not yet; played a very distbgiii^hed 
ptet:in the eVente of the evenings to 
be noticed atid .admired. Every five 
minute^) by removing some ' of the 
crowd, gave greater, operongis for her 
chaisno^ She was now seen by many 
yon^ men wIk>. had not beenneai* her 
before. iNot. one, ' however, started 
with rapturous wonder <m beholding 
her,' no whisper of eager, inquiny ran 
round the room, nor was she once 
called a divinity by any body. Yet 
' ' c 2 Catherine 
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Catherine was in very good looks> and 
had the company only seen her three 
years before, they would ncKv have 
thought her exfceedingly handsome. 

! She was looked at however^ and widi 
some admiration; for^ in her own hear- 
ing, two gentlemen pronounced her to 
be a pi^ty ghrL Such words had their 
due eflfeot; she immediately ^hought^ 
the evening pleasanter than she had 
found it before — her humble vanity was 
contented — ^she felt more obliged to 
the two yoimg men for this simple 
praise than a true quality heroine 
would have been for fifteen sonnets in 
cdebratiou of her charms, and went to 
hpr chair in good humcmr with every 
body, and perfectly satisfied with her 

share of public attention* 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 

EvEtiT nioming now brought its regu- 
lar duties; — shops were to be visited; 
some new part of the town to be 
looked <.t ; and the Puinp-room to be 
attended, where they paraded up aoid 
down for an hour, looking at every 
body and i^eaking. to no one. The 
wish of a. Hunonou^ acquaintance in 
OBkA was stiil uppdrmost with Mrs. 
A^eAj and she repeated it after evety 
fiesh proof, whioh every, morning 
ttought^of her kndwing nobody ait all. 
They mad^ their appearance in the 
Lower Rooms; ailli%i6K fortune was 
more fiivourable to ^ot>r heroine. The 
master of the ceremonies introduced to 

c3 her 
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her a very gentlemanlike young man 

as a partner; — ^his name was Tilney. 

He seemed to he about foi^r or five and 

twenty, was rather tall, had a pleasing 

oouutenarice, ai yery idtelligent aJld 

: Iiyfily'>eyii, latid^: if not quite hasidsome, 

#a.jv«y .ftouiat Hi»:addresa> ^ 

^ood^iaoAd .Cirtheidiiefelt heisdf jnh^ 

.hick, I TUore: :wa«i littie /Idnbe for 

^peakitag^ilevth^daiiced; but when 

thi^y MBem mted ^ tea^ n^e.'foundihiln 

'as^agxetaaUc^aB; she* liad already given 

. hm ehjdh; &r berag^j iHe talked 'wilfli 

Aoenqj^ . and Hpirit-prand there wasi an 

> 

aiiduNas and < pleasantry %n his maimer 
:^kdikhkitemsted,. though it w»8 hardly 
iiii<ferstood:.by hCT^ Aton chatting 
aome time on^audhiitiatters as naturally 
arose firoin^tfaie .objects arottndthem^ he 
suddfliilyaddfessedifaer mih — ^Mhav« 
» * ^ hitherto 
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hitherto beeit very remfes, madatn, in 
the proper attentions of a partner here*; 
I hare not yet asked' you- how long 
you have been in Bath ; whether you 
were ever here before; whether you 
havcf been at the Upper Rooms, the 
theatre, and the concert ; and how you 
like the plac^ nl together. I have been 
very negligent-^but are you now at 
Teiisure to i^atisfy me in theise particu- 
lars r^ if you ire I will begin directly.'* 

" You need not give yourself that 
trouble, sir." . . 

^ No trduble If* assure you, madam.'* 
TTien forming his features into a set 
smile, and affectedly softening his 
voice; he added, with a simperfrig air, 
"Have you been%ng'in Bath, ma- 
dam?'' 

c 4^ " About 
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" About a week, sir," replied Cathe- 
rine, trying not to laugh. 

" Really!" with affected astonish- 
ment. 

" Why should you be surprized, sir?" 

" Why, indeed!" said he, in his na- 
tural tone — " but some emotion must 
appear to be raised by your reply, and 
surprize is more easily assumed, and 
not less reasonable than any other.-— 

Now let us go on. Were you never 

« 

here before, madam?" 
" Never, sir." 
" Indeed ! Have you yet honoured 

the Upper Roonfis?' 
" Yes, sir,. I was there last Monday." 
" jNiave you been to the theatre?" 
" Yes, sir, I %^as at the play on 

Tuesday." 

" To the concert?" 

• "^ Yes, 
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r " Ytsfy sir, on WcdoMiay.^ ^ 

" And are you altogether pkased 
with Bath ?'\ . : ^ ^ * 

" Yes— I like it very well."' 
" Now I must give one smirk^' and 
then we may be ratioBal.agam."' *' 

Catherine turned away her head; not 
knowing whether ^bc. mi^^ v<entirre 
tolaiigh. . V ,' 

; " 1 see what you think of me," said 
Jie gravely^ — " I shall make but a poor 
figure'in your journal to-morrbw." 

"My journal!" 
' ** Yes, I know eScactly what you Will 
say : . Friday, went to the LoWer 
Rooms; woie my sprigged muslin 
robe with blue' trimmings^p^in Mack 
shoes— ^appeaitd to much advantage; 
but was strangely harassed by a queer, 
half-witted njan, wha wpuld make me 

C 5 dance 
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<dance ^^idLliis^ and distressed tne by 



nonsense" 



^. " Indeed I shall say no suoh thing/' 
" Shall I tell yoti what you ought to 
jayr. - ' -^ - 

" If you pleauae.^* 

", 1 danced with a .Very agreeable 

jQving/nfai^ inttoduced by Mr. King ; 

had a great deal, of conversatiott' with 

hiiE-^seenifS a^ most extiaordiiiary 

ggnius — ^hdpe I may ' know more of 

him. . That J ntadam, i^ ^ wb^t I- wuh 

you to say." - 

'^ But, peb*hap«if Ikeep ho journal." 

" Perhaps you are not Mtting in tbi^ 

loom,: and; I^ am not sitting by ydUv 

These are points in which a douM; is 

eqiially possible. Not keejp, 4 journal! 

^Howare your absent doufifi^ to under^ 

stand the tenow of your life in Bath 

'' ^ without 



( 35 ) 

withoiit one? How are the civilities 
and compliments of every day to be 
related as they ought to be, unless 
noted down every evening in a jour- 
nal? How are yoiir various dresses to 
be rememberfed, and the particular 
state of your 'complexion, and curl of. 
your hair to be described in all their 
diversities, without having constant 
recourse to a journal? — My dear ma- 
dam, I d,m not so ignorant of young 
ladies* ways as you wish to believe me; 
it is this delightful habit of joumaliz*- 
ing which largely contributes to form 
the easy style of writing for which 
kdies' are So* generally celebrated. 
Every body allows that the talent of 
writing agreeable letters is peculiarly 
female. Nature may have done some- 
thing, but I am sure it must be essen- 

c ^ tially 



( 36 ) 

tially assisted by the practice of keep- 
ing a joumjal." 

" I have sometimes thought," * said 
Catherine^ doubtingly," whether ladies ^ 
do write so much better letters than 
gentlemen! That is — I should not 
think the superiority was always on 
Qur side." 

*' As far as I have had opportunity 
of judging, it appears, to me that th^ 
usual style of letter-writing among 
women is fxiultless, except in t^ree 
particulars." 

" And what are they?' 

" A general deficiency of subject, a 
total inattention to stops, and a very 
frequent ignorance of grammar." , 

" Upon my word ! I need not have 
been afraid of disclaiming the compli- 
ment. 



I • 
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titelit Yim flo il6t think tooliigftly of 
Ws hi that way^" ; • *. 

' ' •" I shoi)14 iK> thofe" lay it down as 
a general rule that women write better 
letters than men, than that they sing 
better duets, or draw better landscapes* 
In every- power, of which taste is the 
foundatson, excellence is pretty, faifly 
divided between the sexe»." 
'" They were interrupted by Mrs* Al- 
len I — " My dear Catherine/* said shej 
"do take this pin out of my sleeve; I 
am afraid it has torn a hole already'; 
I shall be q>uite sorty if it haS) for this 
is. a favourite gown^ though it cost 
but nine shillings a yard." 

" That is exactly wtet I should 
have gue^d it^ madam/' said . Mr. 
Tilney, looking* at the muslimi*' • 
Do you understand nmslins,. sir ?'* 

"Par- 
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'^Particularly will'; 1 always" buy 

» ■ 

my own cravats, and am allowed Hi 
be an excellent judge; and my 'sister 
has often trusted me in the choice of a 
gown* 1 bought one for her the other 
day, and it was pronounced to be a 
ptx)digiouS' bargain by every lady who 
saw It, I gave but five shillings a 
yard for it, and a Ixue Indian muslin/^ 
- Mrs. Allen was quit^ struck by his 
giemius. ^ Men commonly take si> 
Bttte notice of those things," said stie : 
" f can never get Mr. Allen- to know 
one of my gowns from suaoth^. You 
moBt be a great comfort to yefur sister, 



sir." 



". '^ rhcq)elam, madam."^ 

r ■ ♦ 

. *• And" pray, sir, what do think of 
Miss Morland's gown?** 
' ' f ^ 1 1 is v«ry pretty, madam,T said he, 

gravely 
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gravdy examming it ; " but I do not 
think it will wash well ; I am afraid it 
will fray:'' 

" How can you/' said CatherincJ, 
laughing, " be so — — " «he had almost 
said, strange. 

" f am quite of yonr opinion, sir/' 
replied Mrs. Allen; *^and so I told 
Miss Morland when she bought it/' 

" But then you know, madam, mus- 
lin always turns to some account or 
other; Miss Morland will get enough 
out of it fof a handkerchief, or a cap, 
or a cioak.-^Muslin can never be said 
to be wasted. I have heard my sister 
say* s6 tbrty times, when she has been 
extravagant i* buying more than she 
waiStied, or careless in cutting it to 
pieces.'' ' V . 

r ♦ 

" Bith is a charming place, sir; 

there 
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there are so many good shops here--— 
We are sadly off in the countiy ; not 
but what we have very good shops in 
Salisbury, but it is so far to go ;— eight 
miles is a long way; Mr. Allen says it 
is nine, measured nine; but I am sure 
it cannot be more than eight ; and it 
is such a fag — I come back tired to 
death. Now here one can step out 
of doors and get a thing in five mi- 
nutes." 

Mr. Tilney was polite enough to 
seem interested in w^hat she said ; and 
she kept him on the subject of muslins 
till the dancing recommenced. Ca- 
therine feared, as she listened to their 
discourse, that he indulged himself a 
little too much with the foibles of 
others. — " What aie you thinking of 
so earnestly ?" said he^ as they walked 

back 
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back to the ball-room ; — " not of yotrr 
partner, I hope, for, by that shake of 
the head^ your meditations are not ss^ 
tisfactory." 

Catherine coloured, and saidj " I 
was not thinking of any thing/' 
. " That is artful and deep, to be 
^ure ; but I had rather be told at once 
jthat you will Aot tell tae.'* 

'^ WeU theii, I will not;' 
* " Th^nk you ; for now we shall soon 
Ipe acquainted* aa I am authorized fo 
jtease you ori tikus subject whenever we 
-meet, and nb.thing inr the wotld ad- 
vances intimacy so ilxuch." 

They danced agaiii ; and, when the 
assembly closed, parted, cm the lady's 
side at leasf, with a stroiig inclination 
for continuing the acquaintance. Whe- 
their she thought of him so much, 

while 
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^hile she draHk her warm wine and 
water^ and prepared hewelfi for b©4 
^ to dream of him when ihere^ ea^tiot 
be ascertained ; but I hope it was no 
more. I^an in a slight shimber, or a 
morning doze at most ; for if it be 
tiiue. as a celebrated writer has main* 
tained, that no young lady can be ju9* 
tified in falling in love before the gen* 
tleman's love is declared,* it- must be 
.very improper that a^ young lady sliould 
dream of a. gentleman before the gen- 
tleman^ is- fivst known to h«Yt ^te^trit 
-of Ikr^y How proper Mr. Tilney might 
be as a dreamer or a lover, had not yet 
pd-haps entered Mr. Allen's head, but 
that he was toot objectionable as a 
ci,»«b,. acu.m.a.ce for hH young 

I 

/ • » ' • 

* Vide a letter from Mr, RichardsoD| No, 97- 
Vol. ii. Rambler. 

charge 
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charge he Was on inquiry satisfied; 
for he had early in the evening taken 
pains to know who her partner was, 
and had been assured of Mr. Til- 
ney'» h^ng, a clergy mair, and of / a 
v^y Te9f^t%b\e famiiy in Glowroster- 
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CHAPTER IV. 



With more than, usual eagerness did 
Catherine hasten to the Pump-room 
the next day, secure within herseff 
of seeing Mr. Tilney there before the 
morning were over, and ready to meet 
him with a smile :-^but no smile was 
demanded — Mr. Tilney did not appear. 
Every creature in Bath, except him- 
self, was to He seen in the room at 
different periods of the fashionable 
hours ; crowds of people were every 
moment passing in and out, up the 
steps and down; people whom no- 
body cared about, and nobody wanted 
to see; and he only was absent. 
" What a delightful place Bath is,** 
/ : said 
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«aid ^rs, Allen, as they sat down near 
the gFeat clock, after parading the room 
till they were tired; " atid how plea- 
sant it would be if we had any ac- 
quaintance here.** 

This sentiment had heen uttered «o 
often in vain, that Mrs.. Allen had no 
particular reason to hope it would be 
followed with more advantage now; 
but we are told to " despair of nothing 
we would attain," as *^ unwearied di- 
ligence our point would gain;" and 
the unwearied* diligence with which 
she had every day wished for the 
same thing was * at length to have its 
just reward, for hardly had she been 
seated ten minutes before - a lady of 
about her own age, who was sitting 
by her, and had been looking at her 
attentively for several minutes, ad- 
dressed 
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dce«sed hex with gfea.% ccHi^plfti^^M^ itt • 
these words:-~" I thiplq madam^ I 
^caunot be mists^ken ; it is a long tinie; 
siiice I had the pleasure of se^ipgy^n^ • 
but is not your name Allen ?" Tli^ , 
question answered, as it readily Mr%!i, 
the stranger pronounced her's to \^ ^ 
Thoipe ; and Mrs. Allen immediately 
recognized the features of a former 
schoolfcUow^ and intimate, whom , she 
had seen only once since their i;e8pjeer 
tive marriages, and that many -years 
ago. Their joy on this mee^ipgiWts 
very great, as well it might, since th^ 
had been contented to know nothing 
of each other for the last fifteen years. 
Compliments on good looka naw 
passed ; and, after observing ho\(r tim^ 
had slipped away since they were last 
together, how little they had thought 

of 



of xmetpagi in Bath, ^a^d whf^ a flm-^ 
gjiire it wa& to see am old fty&ad, they- 
proceeded to make inquiries and giv0 
int^sUig^nce as to their fiamilies, sist(»B» 
and cousins, t^Jking both together^ fac 
mor^ ready to give than to receive in* 
fonnation, and each hearing very Uttle 
of what the other said. Mrs^ Thfirpe^ 
however, had pne^reat advantage as a; 
talker, ovpr Mrs. Allen, in a family 
of children.; a^d when she expatiated 
on the talents of her sons, and th& 
beauty of l\er daughter^, — ;when she 
related : tli^edr diifer^nt situation^ audi 
view<S| — that John was at O^ifocd^^ 
£dward at Merchant-Taylors', ;and 
William at sea, — ^and all of ibfiia 
mojie helpved and respected in theirs 
different station than any other three 
beings ever were, Mi's. Allen had 
no similar information to give, no si- 
milar 
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"miki: triumphs to press on tlie iiii'^ 
filling ^nd unbeKevirig -ear of heir 
fiiend) and was forced to sit and ap- 
pear to listen tb all these* maternal ef» 
fiiaions, consoling herself, however^ 
with the discovery, which -tei* feemi 
eye «oon made, that the lace xm Mrs. 
Thorpe's pelisse was not half so hand- 
some as that on her own. 

** Here come my dear girls," aied 
Mrs. Thorpe, pointing at tlii*ee smart 
looking females, who, arm in ann» 
were then moving towards her. ^^ My 
dear Mrs* Allen, I long to introduce 
them ; they will be so delighted to i^e 
you : the tallest is Isabella, my eldest; 
is not she a fine young woman ? The 
others are very much admired too, but 
I believe Isabella is the handsomest'' 

The Miss Thorpes were introduced ; 

and 
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and MisB.Morlandy who had been for 
a abort time forgotten, was introduced \ 

likewise. The name seemed to strike 
lliem: all; and, after speaking to her 
with great civility, the eldest young 
lady observed aloud to the rest, « How 
excessively like her. brother Miss Mor- 
land is r 

>* The very picture of him indeed !*• 
cried the mother — ^and " I should have 
known he? anywhere for his sister!'* 
was repeated by them all, two or three 
tiniMover. For a moment Catherine 
was surprized; but Mrs« Thorpe and 
her daughters had scarcely begun the 
hktory of their acquaintance with Mn 
James Morland, before she remembered 
that her eldest brother had lately 
formed an intimacy with a young man 
of his own college, of the name of 

VOL. I. ' T) . Thorpe; 
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Thorpe ; and thajt he had spent the last 
week of the Christmas vacatioti with 
jbiis family, near London. 
. The whole being explained, mnny 
obliging things were said by th^ Misa 
Thorpes of their wish of being better 
acquainted with her ; of being conai- 
dered as already friends, through the 
friendship of their brothers,. &c. which 
Catherine heard with pleasure, and an« 
swered with all the pi*etty expcessiom 
Hshe could command ; and, as the first 
proof of amity, she was soon inviteid 
to accept an arm of the eldest Miss 
Thorpe, and take a turn with her 
about the room. Catherine was de- 
lighted with this extension of her 
Bath acquaintance, and , almost forgot 
Mr. Tilney while she talked to. Miss 
Thorpe^ Friendship is certainly the 

finest 



I 
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iSniest balm for the pangs of disap** 
jpointed love. 

Their conversation tumed4ipon those 
jmbjects, of which the free discussion 
has generally much to do in perfect* 
ing a sudden intimacy between two 
yottng ladies; such as dress, balls, 

flirtations, and quizzes. Miss Thorpe^ 
nowever, being four years older than 
Miss Morland, and at least four 
years better informed, had a very de- 
cided advantage in discussing such 
points ; she could compare the balls 
6f Bath with those of Tunbridge ; its 
fa^ohs with the fashionis of London; 
xiould rectify the opinions of her new 
friend in many articles of tasteful at- 
tire ;\ could disdover a flirtation between 
any gentleman and lady who only 
smiled on each other ; and point out a 

D 2 quiz 
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qiiiz through the thickness of a crowA 
These powers received due admiration 
from Catherine, to whom they were en- 
tirely new ; and the respect which they 
naturally inspired might have been too 

v 

great for familiarity, had not the easy 
gaiety of Miss Thorpe*s manners, and 
her frequent expressions of delight on 
this acquaintance with her,, softened 
down eveiy feeling of awe, and left 
nothing but tender affection. Their 
increasing attachment was not to be 
/satisfied with half a dozen, turns in 
the Pump-room, but required, when 
they all quitted it together, tloat Miss 
Thorpe should accompany Miss Mor- 
land to the very door of Mr, Allen's 
house; and that they should there 
part with a most aflfectionate and 
lengthened shake of hands^ after learn- 
ing, 
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ing^ to their mutaal relitf, that they 
should see each other across the thea- 
tre at night, and say their prayers in 
the same chapel the next inorning. 
Catherine then ran directly up stairs^, 
and watched Miss Thorpe's progress 
dovm the street from the drawii^ 
mom window ;. admired the graceful 
spirit of her walk, the fashionaUe 
air of her figure and dress, and fek 
grateful, as well she might, for tl» 
chance which had procured her such a 
friend. ^ • i 

Mrs. Thorpe was a widow, and not 
a very rich one ; she was a good-hu- 
moured, well-meaning woman, and a 
very indulgent mother. Her eldest 
daughter had great personal beauty, 
and the younger ones, by pretending 
to be as handsome as their sister, imi* 

n 3 tating 
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tetbg her air, aiid dsessii^ m the 
saBM style, did very welL 

Hiis brief aceoiuit (^ the family i^ 
iBte&dcd to supersede the necesaity^of 
It losg a^d minute detail frotm Mrdv 
Thif^pe henelf, of her pa^tadrefM^uren 
andsiiffimngs, wHeh might otherwise 
be expected tO:ocaftpy the three or 
Ibw Morning chapter; in which the 
^rorthkssnessr of kxrdb aod attomies; 
n%ht be set &rdi^ and vcoBvenuttioos^ 
vhidi had passed twenty years befoi3e»r« 
be minutely repeated. 
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CHAPTER V. 

CATHSMNE.Was uot 80 iBUoh engaged 
at the theatre that evening, in return- 
ing the nqds and smiles of Miss Thoa^ic^ 
tiieugh thffy c?7tainly claimed nmch <)f 
herlekuiei as to ^get to look with an 
inqniriBg eye for Mr. Tilney in eveisy 
hox which her eye eould reach; but 
she looked in vain. Mr. Tilney w«s 
no fonder of tb&))lay ihan theiPnmp* 
room. She hoped to be more fortur 
nate the next day; and when her 
wishes for fine weather were answered 
by seeing a beanttiful mornings she 
Mrdiy felt a doubt of it ; for a fine 
Sunday in Bath Empties every house 
of its inhaUtants, and all the w6rld 

p 4 appears 



[ ' 



( 56 > 

appears on such an occasion to walk 
about and tell their acquaintance what 
a charming day it is. 

As 50on as divine service was over, 
the Thorpes and Aliens eagerly joined 
each other; and after staying long 
^ough in the Pump-room to discover 
that the crowd was insupportablq, and 

ir 

Aat there was not a genteel 4ace to be 
seen^ which every body discovers every 
^cmday throughout the season^ they 
hastened away to- the Crescent, to 
bieathe the fresh air of better com- 
pany. Here Catherine and Isabelh^ 
arm in arm, again tasted the sweets of 
friendship in an unreserved conversa- 
tion; — they talked much, and wit^ 
much enjoyment; but again was Ca^ 
therine disappointed in her hope of re- 
dwing her partner. He wa» no where 

to 
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to be mU with ; every search for Imn 
was equally imsuccessfiil, in morning, 
kmnges or evening assemblies ; ndther 
at the upper nor lower rooms, at 
diessed or undressed balls, was he per* 
ceivaU^ ; nor among the walkers, the 
horsemen, or liie curricle-drivers of the 
morning. His name was not in the 
BiimfHnoom' book, and curiosity could do 
no more. He must be gone from fiatfa« 
Yet he had not mentioned that his stay 
Sirould be so short ! This sort of mys- 
teriousness, which is always so becom^ 
ing i9 a hero, threw a fresh grace in 
GathcirUie's, imagination around hif 
person and manners, and increased her 
anx^ty to know more of him. Fr<Mn 
the^ Tly»*pe9 she could learn nothing, 
for they had been only two days in 
^th before they met ^vith Mrs. AUei^. 

d5 It 



It "vras a subject, hoiroYei') in whicb Am 
often indulged witiiher £urfri«nd» ffooi 
whom she received every powibleencoiH 
tagement to continue to tiiink of him ; 
Ttnd^his impression on her iaaqjr was not 
suffered therefore to weaken. laabettsi 
Was very sure that he mnat ke a chana^ 
hig young man ; and wa& equatty 9am 
that he must have heeii delighted wifii 
her dear Catherine, and would itrnt*- 
fore shortly return. She l^cd htm tbe 
better for being a clergyman, ** £&riiiie 
must cottfei^s l^rfldf very partiid t^iht 
profession f and sometluiig litee a sigh 
escaped her as she said it iWtmpd 
Catherine was wrong in hot deil^and* 
ing the cause of that g^tttle emotidn-^ 
but she was i^ot experienced enough in 
the jinesse of love> *dr the dirties^ of 
friendship, to know when delicate rail- 

Icfy 
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cottddboceihould be foroed. 

.Mfi»^ Allen was now q|iite lnLppy-*-»* 
quite 1 satisfied wki|[i Bath. She had 
fettod^ioroe. acqnaiPtance, had be^i m 
lucky too as to find kd.l^iem thefiiHiily 
«f a; moat: worthy old friend;. and, as 
Om omuplefion of good fortune, had 
ffmoA these friends by no means 4d 
m^iensiveiy 4^essed as hersi^lf. Her 
^aily expressions were no longer, ^^ I 
iwish we had some acquaintance in 
Jb;dir Xhey smm; drnxifgid into*-*^ 
^^iiew. glad I am. we hare met wi^ 
Mrs^'fborper — and «be was as eager in 

• • • • 

IMromdtiag the intercourse of the two . 
iM^aes, as har young charge and Isa« 
l)^a tiaemseWes could be ; never satis- 
fied with the day unless sh^ spent the 
ehief of it by the side of Mrs. Thorpe, 

i>6 in. 
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j^ what they caUed oo&yefsaAkm^lra^ii 

which thei^.was scaiicely overaiiiy ex^ 

chaiige of opinian/ and Bot often any 

JKesemblance of sutsgect, foiiMrs. Thorpe 

talked chksfly of.her.childfies, aad Mxsu 

AUen of her gowna. 

The progress of the fmmiAip fae« 

tiv^een Catherine and laabdfai^ iv^ 

i|uk^ a& its be^niuiig had been ivaxm, 

amd they passed so i^dly through' 

lexexy gradation of increasing tender* 

iiiess^ that there was shortly no fresh 

proofof k.toheghm to their friends 

or themselves. Hiey called each odier 

ihy their Christian nanie> wene always 
.arqn in arm whenlhey w^ed^ pinned 

^up. ^ach oiler's ixBin Jfor the^ dance, 

and. were not to be divided in the sist j 

and if a rainy nursing deprived them 

of other, enjoymenlas, they were still 

resolute 
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lesoliite: in meeting - in drfiftBce of wel 
vd. dirt, laad.sluit ifaemseive&^ Hp^ ti9 
lead navels together. Yes, novels;-^ 
for I. will not adopt that 4ihgeneious 
Mid impolitk ottston^sa common wiA 
novf I wiitess, of degrading, fay their 
iMitemfitmmB cenanre the very j^er- 
farmmresy to tht number of whidi 
the^ ai€ themselves adding-^^jokm^ 
with thdir greatest enames.in[ bestows 
iapig the harshest epithets on such wOrks^ 
and scarcdy ever pennitti/ig them tb 
be resnd by dieirown heiosn^ who, if 
Afi aeekl^itaify take up a novel, k 
sure to t»rn over its iilffipid pages with 
^isgtti^ M^ ! if the heroine of one 
mpy^l be not patmnised by ihe h^iiiie 
of another, from ^hom can she expect 
protection and regard? I cannot ap^- 
pi»ve pf it JLet w l^casre it to 4iie Bc^ 

viewers 
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Aiewsris to dbuse such et^uem of 
fiincy at tli^ kkmse^ zxni^yymt e^evf 
new iii»rel to talk ia . tkreadbiM 
itaiwr q£ the trsub witii. whicfai the 
fotm now groaaa. - Let^ us .iio|; desoft 
cohe amith^r ; we are an mjuned tioitf. 
lAJt^iongla aur;p{odu€tif>iyitey4SjidlS»4ei 
0iare extensiiaaiid unaffiiltt^ piMsiiie 
|fan those of any 0ther Ittmi^ ccit^ 
Mlkm im.fbe wofld^ no ^qie^ies^of €om- 
pdiilami has beseEi i^ much decried. 
JSrom fsride, igncnfioey or jMiidii^ our 
foes are ^diiiofit a^ many al o:ar peadeis* 
JLnd while ^heabUiti^^ <tf the nhie* 
hundredth ^d^idgof <)£ the History of 
£Eigiaiid, or 6f the^man who coUectft 
«»d puUishes in a YoliuQe some dot^ 
iines of ^Milton^ Po{^ and JNor^ with 
« pajfier ioDdi thb^eetator^ and a chap* 
'^ from Siteme, are eulogized by a 

thousand 
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AoiKMaid pens, — thexe seems almost 
Si genial wish of decrying the capa- 
city - and undervaluing the labour of 
l^e Aovidist^ and ef lighting the per^ 
fomaaices whieh have only genius; 
y^ and taste to recommend them. 
f^tzAno nDvel readier — I seldom look 
into^ novel^-^Do not imagine that J 
oIWb tead novels--r-It is really very 
wdl fef a novel.'' — Such is the common 
eznt* — •** And what are yoii readings 

Mkt^} — i ^P'' '* Oh ! it is only a no* 

vel r ♦ fejflies Ae young lady ; while 
tk(t lays -down her ]lKx>k with affected 
indiliefence, or moqfientary shamc*-^ 
/**K4S"«ily Cepilia, or Camilla, or Be- 
linda f Ot^ iiiHsh^rt^ only some work in 
Vhkh ^e greatest pOwers of the mind 
are display^, in which the most the^ 

rough 
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rough knowledge of human ,b$(^]«^ 
the ^app])eat delinq^tkm oi itsymp^^ 
the liveliest effu$ioiig,Qf witraq4 hjUn 
mour are con veyed^ to the wcffld in 
the best chosen laiigaage* . Navr> hpid 
the same young lady been ^eiigaged 
with a volume of the Spectator, in^ 
f tead of such a worki , how pipudly 
would she have produccid the bpoky 
and told its name ; . though the d^anpen 
must be against her beang occi^ie4 
\fy any part of that voluminous puMir 
eation, of which either th^ ma|:ter: or 
jpsamet would not disgust a young 
person of taste : the substance of its 
papers so often consisting in the $tate^ 
^ment of improbaUe. circumstajdces^ 
lumatural characters, and topictf of 
cxmversation, which no' logger coor 

cem 
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cem any one living; and their lan- 
guage, too, frequently so coarse as ta 
give no very favourable idea of ihe 
age that could endure it 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The following conversation, which 
took place between the two friends in 
tile Pump-room one morning, after an 
Acquaintance of eight or nine days, i« 
given as a specimen of their very warm 
attachment, arid of the delicacy, dis- 
cretion, originality of thought, and 
literary taste which marked the rea- 
sonableness of that attachment. 

Theymet by appointment; and as 
Isabella had arrived nearl^ fire minutes 
before her friend, her first address na- 
turally was—" My dearest creature, 
what can have made you so late ? I 
have been waiting for you at least 
this age!'' 

"Pave 



( «7> ) 

" Have you, indeed!— I aiA rerf 
sorry for it; but really I thought I 
was in very good time. It is but jmt 
one. I hope you have 'not been heni 
long?" 

'^ Oh! these ten ages at leairt. I 
asit sure I have been here this half 
hour. But now^ let us go and mt down 
at llie other. end of the roon^ and 
en^y ourselves* I have an hundred 
tlungfr iQ say to you. In th^ first 
place, I was so afraid it would rain 
this morning, just as I wanted to set 
off I it looked very^ showery, and that 
would have thrown me into agonies t 
Do you kno#» I saw the fifettiest hat 
you can4niagliie) in 4 sHop window III 
i^ilsbmhsbeit just^ now-^yery ^ (Ifcs 
y#«lip only witik coqiieUoot ribbofii 

instead 
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instead of green ; I quite I<Higed for 
h. But, my dear^t Catherine, what 
havi^ yoii been doing with yourself .all 
this' meaning? — Have you gone on 
withUdolpho?" 

" Yes, I have been reading it ever 
ftince I \voke; and I am got to th^ 
fakck veiL-' 

*' Are you, indeed ? . How delights 
ful ! Oh \ I would nofr tell you what 
is behind the black veil for the wocid \ 
Are riot you wild to know ?" 

" Oh! yes, qiute; what can it be?~ 

But do ;not t^H me — I would not be 

» 

told ufQJK apy account I know it 
must be a ^skelet^^ % am suiie it is 
^;^^fi^^h^*& i^kel^ttm- .phf-ilaflade^ 
]^tedy(ith the hookl (i^i^UU 
tQ'S{>$hd my wbole liife.in iie^diii^it 
fc I assure 
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I assure you^ uf it had not been to 
meet you, I would not have come kway 
from it for all the world" 

^^ Dear creature I how much :hzm 
obliged to you; and when you hav^ 
fimshed Udolpho, we will read the 
Italian together ; and I have made out 
a list of ten or twelve more of the same 
kkid for you* " 

, " Have you, indeed \ How glad I 
^an !~What are they all r 

"I will read you their neunes di- 
rectly ; here they are, in my pocket- 
book. Castle of Wolfenbach, Cler- 
mont, Mysterious Warnings, Necro- 
mancer of the Bkck Forest, Midnight 
Bell, Orphan of the Rhine, and Horrid 
Mysteries. Those will last us some 
time*" 

" Yes, pretty well ; but 9^ they all 

horrid, 
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iiDrridi af e you sure they are all hor- 

*' Yes, quite 'sure; for a p^rticulai* 
fnmid of mme, a Miss Ahdrtws; a 
$vireet girl, one 6€ the' sweetest ctea* 
tares' in the world, has read every one of 
^em. I wish you knew Miss Andrew^, 
you would bfe delighted with her. She 
is netting herself the sweetest cloifc 
^ou can conceive. ' I think her ' as 
beautiful as an ang-el, and I am s6 
irexed with the men. for not admiiing 
her! — I scold them all amazingly 
^boiit it/' 

" Scold themi Do you scold theift 
tbr not admiring her ?" 

" Yes, that I do. There is nothing 
I would not do for tholse who are reallv 
my friends. I have no notion of lov- 
ing people by halves^ 'it fe not *my 

nature. 
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My attacfamenta ni6 aiwajs 
excessively stfoiig. I told Gapt i^tait 
at one o£ our asKmUiel thh winter^, 
that if he was to tease pie all night; | 
would not dance with him, unless hi 
would allow Miss Aiiidiews to be as 
beautiful as an angel. The men tfaiidc 
US incapable of . real friendship you 
know, i^nd T am determiped to shew 
^ein the' difference. Now, if I were 
to hear any body speak slightingly of 
you, I should fire up in a moment \— 
but that is not at all likely, for you 
are just the kind of girl to be a great 
fevourite with the men/* 

" Oh ! dear,** cried Catherine, co- 
louring, " how can ybu say so ?" 

" I know you very well; you have 
so much animation, which is exactly 
what Miss Andrews wants,, for I must 

, confesa 



( « > 

Mttftis there is sotoethiiig amanagiy 
ttiipkl about her. Oh! I must tell 
yiMf that just after -we parted yester- 
dajr^t I »vtw a young man lodcing it 
j^ so earnestly— I am , sure he vis 
y^ Iqve with you." Catherine co* 
Ipured, and disclaimed again. Isabelk 
laughed. " It is very true, upon my 
1^onQur,^l|ut«I see howit*is; you.ar« 
^i^0r^t to livery body's admiratimi^ 
^^cept that of one gemtlemaOr who 
shaU ; be luunfless^; Kay^ > I canaet 
blame; you — (speaking mareiS^wiously) 
r— youf feelings are ei^sily iindwstDo4* 
Where the heart isf really attached^ 1 
inow very well how little one can be 
pleased with the attention of any*body 
els^.; Every thing 19 so insipid> so un- 
interesting, that does not relsMbe to the 
beloved object ! I can perfectly com- 
prehend your feelings^" 

" But 
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I *^ Bistyou should. not peisuade tae 
that I> think so very much about Mu 
Tilney, for perhapa I may. nev^r see 
him again/' 

. ! ^^ Not see him. agadn ! My dearest 
creatuf ^ do not tolk of it. I am sure 
fo^ would be miaeiaUe if.you thought 
jso. 

: ^ No, indeed, I sbMB not. I do « 
uot!pretdid to say^lhat I was not Very 
much pleased with him ; but whik I 
have Udolpho . to read, . I feel as if no«t 
bo^ could make me miserable^ . Oh I 
tibe iEkeaidful black veil ! .My dear Isla-^ 
helk; I am sure there must be Lauren^ 
tKua's skdetim behind it'' 

/*; It is so odd to me, that you should 
never have read Udolpho before; but 
I supp<^ Mrs. M6rland objects to 
novels.' 

VOL. r. z '* No, 
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• ^ No/t^e does iwrt* She very often 
leads Sir Charles Graudisoh lleri^df ; 
but new: books 1 do uot &11 m ou^ 
way." 

^^ Sir Charles Grandison ! .That is 
an amazing .horrid book, is it not^? — » 
I remeixiber Miss Andrews could JMt 
get through the first volume." 

" It is not like Udolpho.at ^11 ; but 
yet I thiirfc it is v^ry entertaiiriog." 
. " Do you indeed ! — ^you surprize >ine5 
I thought it had not been readable. 
But^ my dearest Catheriiw, have you 
settled what to wear on y^ir head to^ 
Bight? * I am determined at all events 
to be dressed exactly like. you. The 
tnen take, notice of that sometimes you 
know.'* 

" But it does not signify if tbey do j** 
said Catherine^ very innocently. 

" Sigiufy! 



" Signify t Ob, hravens ! I make 
it a rule never to mind what they say; 
They are vfetyof'ten amazingly imper- 
tinetit if ycm do not titat them with 
spirit, 2(tid make ^em keep their dis** 
taace." 

" Are they ? — ^Well, I never observed 
4hat They always behave very well 

" Oh! th^ give themselves such 
tiirs* ^ Th^ are the most conceited 
creatures in the world, and think them^ 
selves of so much importance! — fey the 
bye, though I have thought of it a 
hundred times; I liave always iorgot 
to ask you what is your favourite 

complexion in a man. Dd you lik6 

• • • • . 

them best dark or'fair?'* ' 

" I hardly know. '' I never much 
thought about it Something between 

£ S both, 
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both, I think. Browta— not fair, and 

and not very daik/' ^ . 

. " Very well, ; Catherine./ That }$ 

lexactly he.. I have not .forgot your 

jiescription of Mr, Tilney ; — * a brown 

skin, with dark eyes, and rather dark 

jhair.'— Well, my taste is different - I 

prefer light eyes, and as to complexioi^ 

-—do you know — I like a sallow better 

than any othen You must not be- 

tray me, jf you should ever meet with 

one of your acqyaintance answering 

that description/' 

' ' Betray you !-r-\Vhat do you mean ?" 

"Nay, do not distress me. I ber 
Jieve I hay« said too much. . Let us 

4rop, the subject." : . 

Catherine, in some amazement, com^ 
plied; and after remaining a few mo- 
ments silent, was on the point of re^ 

verting 
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verting W what iiitetestfed Tier at that 
time rather more than kiiy thing else! 
in the world, Laurentina's skeleton; 
whmi \kt friend prevented her, by say-i 
ing^-^^" For Heaven's sake! let us moVe 
away fitan this end (tf thie room. Do 
you kiaow, thire are'two odious young 
meii who haVe been staring at iiie tWfif 
half ifctih They reatly put me qiiitc 
out of countenance. Let us go- and 

look at the arrivals. They will hardly 

«■ 

follow us there.'* ^ ' 

^ A\tfay they walked' to "the book; 
tnd while Isabella • examined tlid 
fianiesy it was Catherine's eniployn^nC 
to ^watch the proceedings of thes* 
alarming young men^ , 

f * Thdy .are not coming thisi M^y, 
are tii6f ? I hope they are not so ini* 
pertinent as to follow us. Pray let 

£ 3 me 



sie: know if they a^ jCQii^og. TmoL 
detpnniiied I >viU iiot J<>q]^ up/' . 

In a few moi^e|it§ tCatl^eri^e^ ,yitlt 
ynaifected plea^w'^^asaure^befj^t^ sh? 
need not bp l9Pger unj^j^i ^a the^eivf 
^Imen had just left the Pump-ropm- , 
.. " And which way are they^gcm^ ?7 
|aid Isabella, .. tur^ingj l^»tily , rpHBd« 

yard.'' , 

; ..t^Welli,I*|ns^Blazi»gly^^ l.have 
1^ riiid qf theip ! jAod now^.wbatisajr 
}^]» t^goingti>:£dgir's j^ldings.with 
i»9j^ncl looking^^t my netr h*t? .y«i 
said you should like .to soei it/' i 

, QBL^^Hm really agreod. , /^ Qnly," 
she addo^ IVperhapSiweiiiay.qnKM^ 
Jife two youiag men.'* - * 

'^Oh! 
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" Oh ! never mind that. If we 
make haste, we shall pass hy them 
presently, and I am dying to shew you 
my hat;* 

♦f But if we only wait a few mi- 
auCes, there will be no danger of our 
teeing them.at fill// 
: '^I: shiiH "not pay th^m any such 
4Qmp1ifneulv I aasure youu I haVe 
no notion oi trmtbg mtn with such 
respect T/Mit is the way to spoil 

: €i/lhfnrine had Dothiiijg ta oppose 
agunst such reasdning;' and: thei^ 
£)re^ to ' shew the . inddpeadfirfce of 
liiisa Thorpe, , and ' her resoiution of 
humbling the sex, i£iey-set affiaitm^ 
d^telyas &at as they could waUC| iu 
pursuit of the two young men. 

E 4 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIT. .. ' 

Ha lf aminute conducted them thpougb 
the Pump-yard to the archway, op* 
posite Union-passage^* but here they 
were stopped; Eyecy body acquainted 
with Bath may remember the idiffi* 
culties of crossing Cheap-street at this 
pcnnt ;• it is indeed a street of so ^m* 
pertinent a nature, so unfortiinateff 
0on|iected with the great London and 
Oxfc^-d roads, and the principal inn of 
the city/ that a day never passes iil 
which parties of ladies,, however im- 
|X>rtant their busiiiess, whether in quest 
of pastry, millinery, or even (as in the 
present . case) of young men, are not 
detained on one side or other by car- 
- . ; . nageSy 



riages, horsemen, or carts. This evil 
had been felt and lamented, at least 
three times a day, by Isabella since her 
residence in Bath ; and she was noW 
fated to feel and lament it once more, 
for at the very moment of coming op- 
posite, to Upion-passi^e^ and* within 
view of the two gentlemen who were 
pix)ceeding through the crowds, and 
threading the gutters of that interest- 
ing alley, they were prevented crossing 
by the approach of a gig, driven along 
on bad pavement by a most knowing- 
looking coachman with all the ve- 
hemence that could mo^t fitly endan- 
ger die lives of himself, his compa* 
nioiiy' and his horse* 

^^ Oh, these odious gigs!" said Isa* 
bella, looking lip, *' how I ^detest 
th^m." But this detestation^ though 

E 5 so 
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ao jast^ iras. of.fiihoii: duration): fpr shek 
looked a^a aad fBKclaimed^ ^^ J)^ 
Ughtful! Mr. Aforland a^d iBtf brok 

^rn 

^^ Good heaven ! 'tis Jans^s i" \m 
uttered at t^ same mocaeni bT.Ga>« 
theiin^ ; = and^ on catching the yousg 
f»m's eyes, the horse was unmediaitdy 
checlusd with a violence which idmosli 
threw him on his haunches, and Ihfi 
servant having now saan|]^mxl up, 
the gentlejiten jumped out, wA thd 
equipage was delivered to his carel . 

CatheriQe,<by whom thismeeting waa 
wh(dly unexpected, received faar fara^ 
ther with the liveliest pkaaure; ondhi^ 
heing of a very amiable dispositioii^ 
and sincerely attached to her, gave 
every proof on his side of equal setb^ 
faction, which be co^kl have teifluM 

to 
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dOf wh|k Ute bright ^yes dP MU». 
Thorpe were incessaihtly ehaU^n^ng 
td^ na^e ; and to^ het iik^ cfevoirs iv^re 
upeadily paid, xvith a niixture of joy 
dud einbaiTassineBt ^rhsch imghtbave 
ififomied ' Gatherme^ Iia4* i^ be^i 
ttofe expi&it iii the ditvekpement of 
0<^er pcfople^s ibelmgs, arid less sjmi^ 
]^Iy eiigroi^sed'by'her <wm, that her 
brother 4^9i]^ht;her friend quite m 
pretty as she could do herself- 
- Jdtitk Thorpe, who in the nlean tim^ 
had been giving orders, about the 
imrses, v soon - joined ..Ihem, aaid fk>m 
iKon dbe Aiicicdy received the ameSids 
which werq her daie; &ur Vtrbile he 
sM^eHy and< carelessly touched the 
haoid of < Isabella, od her he bestowed 
a whole scrape, and half a short bow. 
•He was a stout yMuig. tnan of. mid- 

z 6 dling 
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iHmg ,beigh<v whd, with a plain ^^ce 
and iingracjeful forai, $e^in€d fearM 
<^ b^ing too haadao&ie tinless. he woro 
^ dpess of a g^om, and too ' much 
like a gentlelnan unless he.wi^ire easy 
wibeire he ought to be civil>: ai^ MPpUr 
dent where he might be sallowed to be 
easy. He took out his watch : ^^ How 
long do you think we have been runr 
ning it from Tetbuiy, Miss MorlaM ?? 

'^ I do not know the distance*" Her 
brother told her that it was 'twenty- 
three miles.' ; ' 

" 7%ree-and» twenty !*' cried Thorpe j 
" five-and-twenty if it is -an inch." 
Morland remonstrated, plei^ed tiie 
authority of road-books, innktepers^ 
and milestones; but his friend dispre- 
garded them all ; be had a surer test of 
distance. " I know it must be five- 
and-twenty," 
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•nd-twenty,'! ^d ke, " by the time 
wa have I^eev 4ouiig it. It Is s»w half 
after (cme; we diOve out pf t}ie innf 
yard at Tetbury as the town-clock 
struck '§lev^B;:an4 1 defy any uia^'in 
£iigli^]id to laake my horse go. less 
thau ten mile^ an hour m harness; 
that makes it exactly twenty-five.!* , 
« " You have lost an hour," said Mor* 
land; '' it was only ten o'clock when 
we camt? from Tetbury." 
. " Ten o'clock ! it was eleven, up<m 
tny soul I I counted every .: stroke. 
This biother. of yours( would persuade 
me. out of my senses. Miss ^Iptlaindi 
do. but look at my horse ; did ycAi 
tyisr see an animal so made for speed 
» . your life ?" (The servant had just 
mfHtnted.the ciifnage and Avas driving 
«ff.) " Sudh true btood I Three hours 

and 
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and' a half iiideed" coming only threes 
and-twenty ^les^! look at that crra^' 
tare, %m1 mippos^^ it polunble if yoir 



can/' 



" He <fo€^ look very hot tabe smt.^ 
^ Hat ! he had not turned a hair till 
we come to Walcot Church : feat look 
at his ibrehand; look at his foins; 
only see how he moves ; that horse 
6amwt go les6 tlian ten mil6s an honr \ 

■ ■ • • _____ 

tie his legs and ha will get on; What 
do ,yon think of my gig, Miss -Mor- 
laiid? a neM ^tte, is not it? Well 
hung; tpwn burlt; J, have notiiad it 
a month. It was bi^ilt fbr a Christ* 
l^hurch man, a frieild of mine, - a V€»y 
^ood sort of ft How; lie ratf ita ^e*r 
weeks, till, I believe, it^ was <::ot^ 
iiient 'tO'have dbne w4tb it I hftp^ 
pened jus^t then to be loblsSng out £or 
* • some 
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some light thing of the kiddi though 
I had f>«ettyw^n det^fnined on a cnr*^ 
fiele too ; ' but I chane^d to meet htm 
on Magdalen Bridge, as he was driving 
in^ Oiftfordy last term : ^ Ah ! Thorpe/ 
i$ki htf, ^ do yom happen to want such 
at«lktle thing as this ? it is a capital 
one of the kind, but I am ctifsed tired 
06 it' .*Oh! du— / smid I, * I am 
your man ; what* do you - ask ?' And 
how mkichdo you think he^ did, Miss 
Morfendr 

^' I am sure I xsaombt guess fttalL" ^ 
. '^ €urnck^hung ymi stee ; i^eat, tfunk, 
i^vofdcase^ splashing-bdard^ lamps> sil^ 
yar moulding, all you see complete ; thti 
mKtarlf <n^k' as good 41* Hiw/ ot hitttn 
ttetiBBked' Mty guineaisf ; I clt^d witb 
kam liirectly, ; threw rdown^ the moneyi 
tedthecairiage^.was^i^e^" ' 

'^And 
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" And I am sjute," saii^ Catherine, 
*^ I know so little, of such thi9gsi thiit 
I cai^uo t j \i^ge whethcsr it wa$ cheap 

" Neither one nor f otfcer ; I might 
hav^ got it for less I dare say ; but 
I hate haggling, and poor Fireman 

wanted cash-" * 

. ** That WHS Very- goc^-nktured! of 

you," said Catherine, qiiite pleased. 

^ Ohl.d— ^ — it, when one.fhas the 
means of doing a kind thing by^a 
friend^ I hate to be pitiful." ' ' 

4p inquiry now took place into the 
intended movements of the young la^ 
dies; and, on finding whither they 
were going, it. was decided 'that;tfaef 
getitlemen should accompany themrU 
Edgar's Building, and pay their re* 
spects to Mrs* Thorpe. James and 

Isabella 
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Isabella led the way; and so well sa- 
tisfied was the latter with her lot, s^ 
contentedly was she endeavouring tb 
ensure a pleasant walk to kifti who 
broijght the double recommendation oJF 
being her brothe/s friend, and h*i- 
friends brother, so pure and utico* 
quettish were her feelings, that, though 
they overtook and jiassed the- two- of- 
fending young men in Milsom-street, 
$he was so far from seeking to attract 
their notice, that she locked back, at 
them only three tim«, 
. John Thorpe kept of course M^ith 
Catherine, and, after a few minut^sr" 
silence, roiewed die conversation iabbut 
hi&gig— ** You will find, however, Misi 
Morland, it would be reckoned* a cheA{^ 
^ing by some, people, foi** I dbight 
have sold it for ten guineas more the 
.4 next 
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jMXt ^ay ; Jackson, of Oriel, bid ix^ 
sixty at once ; Modand was with m* 
at the tlme*^'' 

" YffijT sail , jyiorlaiidj who oyetr 
bbeard this; "but you forget that your 
^rse was iQclttded." 

. ** My l^ree I oh, d ^ it ! I wwHi 

letot sell my hojse for % hiuatdred* hat 
.yo\\fQiid of an opto carnage^ Mite 
Morlandr : 

. " Yesi;veiy ; I have har^y twer ita 
^pOrtitnily'ccf heiQg iit one; But T 
am particularly .firod of it," 

:*^I-aw^adof it; I'will drire you 
#«t in miiwt ev^ery day,'* 

**Thiaiik y<M*," said CaAeiine^ in 
w^dfe di$^i^s> &Qtti a doubt of tb^ pro^ 
j^wrty of aijeepting sUch an offer* 

^*^I trill di?ve you up LatisdoWa 
Hill to-morrow/' ^/ 

« ThauH 
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./'Thaiilf yon; but will not your 
faorse want rest ?" 

s 

. '^ Rest L lie has only come tliree-tnd^ 
twenty miles t«-day ; :aU npufleue ;: 
uoli^koigir^isim hoorsca* 90 miicfa. as rest ; 
]iolh|i)gp knodta tiietu op a» scioB.^ |^ 
BDn^I'sfaalketercfiBe imne attlieaviei^ 
^p^ aifT.fiM»:liou]S «ery*4lay ^ilel 

ii f'JSai^you^ indeed r^aid^C^theriUft 
in^ryi^iat^oudy^ ^' that will.be forty 
fnleaaday/' 

-../SFtxIyl a^e fifty, forwhatlcanu 
STcIiy. IcwiJA diiv^ yini' i^ La^own 
totfiiaiTQW ;. mind^' I am ea^t^g^^' 
,. '' How^^<kl%ht&l ^that wi» bet** 
died) £nfaBl|Q,^ turnings Ydiindj "^^ my 
dearest Ciatketiiii^ X ^liiil^ 0iLvy ^^ 
but lam-afraid^ brot^ei^ ytfu Wtfi "not 
Mve room for a;'^rd.'' 

*. - « A 
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*' A. thir4: indeed ! no, no^ I did Aot 
come to Bath to drive my sistejs about; 
that would be a good joke^ feith ! 
^Morkud muat t^kc cste ef you*" .... 
: ! This. broMglit on a. dialcguc bf^eiir 
.viHtie&vbetween ijbe: otbec. t^; bat 
•Catbenne heanlBeither.thelpattiCul 
ligr d^ fetfult^. . IJericoibpaoioh's 
course now sunk from its hith.aix> 
|»*J*d pitch,, t6.n^thij)gimore; than a 
>hplt ^$c|;$iv/e sei)tenc^ of pnais^ or 
condemnation on the face of every 

Wfi^^ th^y vif^t^i and Gatlx^ine, af- 
^f lisjf^n^; assid; s^reeing. ais lopg as 
she cPM|d| w^th all t))e civility and de^ 
fec^cftiof th^ youthful female mipd, 
^rj^l pf hft^arding an^piiuoai of its 
QWi^ in, .oppQsitioil ^ .thiit of a sd£* 
Asau!red man» e^>ecially. where. Ihs 
beauty of her bwn sex is concerned^ 
, » ventured 



venttured ^ length to vary the suhj^ct 
by a question which- had 'been long* 
uppennost in her Jthodghts ; it was, 
••".Haite you ever read Udolpho, Mr.^ 
Thorpe?^ . " / ^ ' 

^ Udblphol Gh, Lord! not I ; f 
never read novels; I have something 
else to do/* 

Catherine, humbled and ashamed, 
was going to apQlogi2e for her ques* 
tion, but he prevented her by saying,^ 
*^ Novels are all so full of nonsense and 
staff; there Tias not been a tolerably 
decent one come out since Tom Jon^s, 
except the Monk:; I'read that t'other 
day ; but as for all the others, they are' 
the stupidest things itt creation/* 

^' I Ihink' you must likieUdolpho, if 
you were to read it ; it k so very in- 
teresting/* ' ''^' 

"Not 
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« N<>t J; . hlth 1 No, if I rfawl. atnyv 
it shalV^ '>f rs.' Riklel^s ; :hfir noveb! 
are aiHiistHg t)iiQtigh;!t1ieyJu^ 
reading ; 45ome.^ila ^nd lukttuce in ditvi.^ 
" Udolpho was written hy McaL' 
HaddiflF," siid Catjierin^, ivrth sottic 
hesitation, frpm the f^r i»f ibortifyingr 
him. . * ; 

^' No suit; wa3 it? Aye, I renjfein- 
lier, so it. was ; X wak titni&ing of that^ 
t)ther atapid book, /vmtten hy that 
D^oxRan Ihcy maScie. sllch^a fuss about;- 
«be who mairkddie Frciwihjemigrant.* 
^* I suppose you mean Camilki?" % 
" Yesi thait's. the W^;. such juimar^. 
tural stuff 1— An did man playuag a< 
see-saw ! I twk. t^) the first volume 
<^iftce rand liMk^dJt over, but I soon 
f^und tt w^uld laot do; indeed t 
guessed wb9it mud of stuff it' must be. 
■■ ^ » before 
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hpfoie Ifstm it:: m Mm m I heaid abe 
bad mat ried ia c^ilpant, ^I 'was store ^I^^ 
^ten^ld i]bmr^.aUe to get^thfol^ it.^ 
• "^* I kwre never rtitait^ . - 

^^ Yim had Jle toss twsiire ym; it 
^ the hoiiidest nonseMe, joacaii m» 
r^oe ; tiiere is no^i^ ia th^ wcm^I^ itt 
it but an old man's {iSa^ing at see-tiaw 
4ind learning Latin; .upon-my sMtl 
thtfe is Tiot^' 

This critique, th^ justn^s of whi^ 
^as unfortunately lost on poor Cathe^^ 
.jrine» &9K)ught them^ te the door of 
Mrs. ThcM^'s lodgki|^ and the fbet< 
ingsr :of the discf^DJiig and iia|3m|xH 
sliced reader of Gwnllk gawe iray tci 
4lie feeUogs ^f tlie duti&il and aiGeo* 
liopate 8bn» as thejr met Mii. 3!h<^pe^ 
"wKo had deiscried tbcmi fmm abere^ isi 
- the passage. '' Ah^ lobtihed bo#^di| 

you 
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ycfti do r'': said i», giving hn^uhtaitfl 
diate of the , haad : ^^ wfaere did.yoiii 
get that qiiiz of a hat, it makea ^wk 
look like an 6ldL witch ? . Here.ui llbr- 
land. and I qofnie to atay a feiwr .dia^s 
with you,. 90 yott mufit look oat for a 
QOiipb ^^ood beds some wtiere near." 
And this addre»$ seemed to satisfy all 
the fondest wishes of the aK>ther-& 
hean, for .be »oeived Mm with fte 
laost ddighted and exulting [affection. 
Oa. Ids two younger sisters he thenr 
liestowed s^^equal portion of hk Smr. 
ttotal'ietidcmei^^ &r he asked each^^f 
ibem how they did, and observed that 
tbey hodi looked very ngly« . ) 

' These mahncrs dki: not fdeaae Ca--3 
therine ; hut he was . Jaiqes's fticad 
and' Isabella's brother; and lierjudgi>T' 
M^nt was. further hbughtofF fay laa*- 

bsUa's 
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irifiiV atturba^ bet, M^!hen they witli- 
liravr to $ee tUe new hat, that JtAm 
tfaboght^iier tbe moat charming girl in 
^be /worlds arid by John's engagiiigher 
before daw^ pMtad to dance with him 
that eintsiing. Had she beai older or 
^ainety such attnolcs might have done 
Mttle; but, whdre youlii and diffidence 
1^ niiitedy)it rdquirefil uncoinnion stea* 
diness of reason to resist the attiuction 
jof bbiqg <»tt€!d the wost charming girl 
in the world, and of being ao very 
cartf ^engaged as 'a jmrtnet; and the 
jcoMeip^enoe M^ that, wh«n the tm^ 
iMtnfianda; after ^aitti^ «a- hditr witib 
the Thorpes, set off to walk togt^^x 
to Mr. AUeii's^ and James^ as the door 
was elostd oci them^ said, ^^ Ifftli^ Car 
tk^ne, h^w do you like, my friend 
Th0rpe ?" instead of anawering, as she 
. vox. I* F probably 
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probably w<iuld hav^ ctoie^ had tliere 
keen na friendship- and mo flatter^) m 
*h€ c^SMe, "I do not likid himiat.aU;'* 
she directly replied, " I Kke*hiflv.^v«iy 
much ; he seems very agqe»ble:" 
. ^^ He is zs goed^naiured a. £i^w ai 
ever lived ; a htkle- of a rattle ;^Jiut 
that will recommend ihim to ybtip sex 
•I believe: andhow da yQU.lflBC A« 
rest of the iaDftily ?'* ' * 

*^ Very, very much indeed.: visabeUa 
ptttioiriatly." i ^ ^ 1 . : : ^ : 

^* J am; very glad^to hdw ^u^say/K>{ 
«lie i» juit the^kind of ycyung iroiitaii 
I cpald wiflk to see you attabheiiti/^ 
she has 'SO suioh good^fienie^jaudi-ii^s^ 
IhorcttigMy unafiSdcted^ and: a^tiable ; I 
alway43'wanted you to know * her ;^ «ttd 
ahe seems ^y fon4 of>y&u. Sheaaid 
the highest things in your ipiraise thai 
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pemH p()s$ibl}t be ; and the/ pntiN' of 
iuelr ^ gtrl as Mm Tbtoarpe WGfLytiJl 
Catherine," taking her hand*\iith^a£4 
fectidsi,I'<isia3^.bc prottfl o£;" 

*f Indoed ' I am," rfie j^iiiad; "I 
Icyir^hir exceedin^y, and am delighted 
to fiadothaA you like her .too* -Yoii 
bacdly mf ntioned aAy thing of her# 
when you wh>te ibo ine;alter yoiur visit 
there." 

•/: ^SBeosttee I thoMght I ahcKfld sooii 
see youanysetfl . l:hope ^^xuir^witt rbe t 
great deal together while -you ; ate in 
BsLiix She is a most . amiable gtrl; 
sueluaifiiipeiaor undefcBtBStdingt Jiow 
ifend^aU titt c&mily arei of lier; shi^ i$ 
evidently the geMsral farouriAe ; and 
4iinv mufAi. she iriaat . :be admired . in 
mick a plaoe as tbis^-^is not eftie ?" 

F 2 - " Yes, 
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* " Ycft, v^iy much tnd^/ 1 ^%bcy )[ 
Mf.. Allen thinks her the pfetti^t giti 
inBadi.": 

** I dare s^y he does ; and I do not 
knbw any man who is a better judge 
of beauty than Mr. Allen. I^need 
tidt ask you whether yofi zfehsippy 
here, my dear Catherine ; 'wilh KUeK 
4 ottttipa^ium and flrieMd .as issJbe&t 
Thorpe, it would be impossible: £»r 
you to be otherwiM ; and ' the Aliens 
I am sure^i^ very kind to you ?'' : 
' "Yes, very kind; I never was* so 
}mppy befons ; and now you are come 
it will be more delightftd than ever; 
how good it is of you to come so.far 
on purpose to see me." > 

James accepted this tribute cf grati- 
tude, and qualified his conscience fer 

accepting 
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ai^eplii]^ it too^^ by myU^ w^th perfect 
^ncefity, *^ I])4eed, Catherine, I loTf 
you dearly." 

; Inquiries and communicatioiis oQib 
Qemi]^ br<Ml)«r9 and aitlem, th^e mtmt 
Ikw^ 809ie; tb« growili q£ %)» iM^ 
t«Kl ,0ther iSamily qiattersiy iK>wnafi^4 
be^fTeen ^en^ and poolitiiied> wi<^ 
ffiily.olie airiaA dtgfeMioa <m Jaioes'f 
]Hirt^ ift pmite.<rf^ Mifla. ISioi^^ tiB 
lliey! reardied' Pttlliraay*$t|eel^ wbe» 
he was weloomed with gfeatkindmai 
fay Mr^and Mrs. AlkB^: i9vifed by the 
former to dine with thjraw AtlA sum* 
inoned l^ir the latter to guess the price 
and wei^ the merits of a new muff 
and rippet A pre^engagement in JEd- 
gar's Buildings pieveuted his accept*- 
ing the invitation of cme ^end, aii4 
#i^iged him to hurry away as soon as 

f3 he 
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he had *satisfie^ the demands of th^ 
(^then The time of the two parties 
uniting in the Octagon Room being 
ooiTMtly adjusted, Catherine was then 
toft to the hix^ry-of a raised, restless,' 
and brightened imnginatimi over tbt 
jpages of Udolpho, lost from all worldly 
€oneems<^ dressing itml diilner^ ibca* 
paUe of wotiftfa^^Mts. Allen's fears on 
^e d&l^y of an expected dt^ssMnalbcr) 
and having oQly^^memihiite in sixty 
tOibeirtMrreven 01^ the reflec^^n of her 
own^licity^ in bring ali^eacly tugtgi^ 
for-tfae eitseiiing.' 
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" CHAPTER VIII. 

, - • • . 

Ik spite of' ydolplio and the dress^ 
ttakerf however^ the party from Puhe^ 
>neyvstreet reached l^e Upper^rooma in 
vwy gOdd time, The Thorpes and 
James Morladd lyefe there only two 
«titete» befm <bem i and Isabelto 
ha^ng gpiie through the usual cere- 
imnial of meeting hct frieod with the 
nost smiling and a^Feotiotiate haste> of 
jadmifing the set of her gown, and en- 
-i^ng^the ctirl- bf h^. hair, they foU 
-favrad their chaperom, ann iii 'arm, in- 
-to t}ie Jball-room, whispering to each 
^oAi^ whenever a tiiought occurred, 
i|»d' si^plyihg i^e place of many ideas 

f4 hy 
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Jby a squeeze of the hand or a smile of 
ai&ction. 

The danciug began . within a few 
minutes after they were seated ; and 
J^mes, who had^been eiiga^ed qttite.ab 
iQiig as.hift sister^ was very importumte 
with Isabella to stand up ; but John 
was gone into tbfe card-rooln to spefck 
to a frkndt and not^udg^ she dec)ared» 
jihoYUld induce her tx> join the setrbo* 
&te her dear Catherine coidd j<mi t£too{: 
'^ I assure yott)" saidshe, ^' I would sioit 
stand ujp without your dear i^ter ftr 
all the vrorld ; jfor if I did we shortly 
certainly be sepsirated the wholeev^in^ 
ing." Cathfdne accepted ti& kiwi- 
ness with gratitude,* and: they cteiti- 
nvwd as th^y. were fov. fhroe: vunoA* 
longer, when IsoMld, who hfMl l)oait 

tftUdng 



^Biking to laities cm tfar olher side of 
Ker, turned again to his siater and 
nduspered, f< My deaifcreatuie, I am 
afnid' I most kare.j^ou, ydkjit brotlier 
jfii M^tmsam^y tin)mtiei!it to begin ; I 
lousw: yon will, not mijid my going 
away, and I d^m.say John will. H 
faftakin a mooieht^anddienyoi^ay ea« 
siiy.find ibeout."' Catheirme^ though a 
litdedisaf^kitedy faaditoo mudfi good* 
natum , to make any. oppbattiMi^ iv^ 
tlwi^ others. lising up,. I^belk had oidji 
time toiprc8& faerjfnend s h«^ fpd;$ay) 
** Goqd bye, my dear love;" before 
they:hunnsd:^ off. The young&r Ws$ 
ISiJCapes heuig abo daikcitigi Catherine 
was :ieft to the merc)r of JV^rs^ Thorpe 
and Mrs. Allen, between whom she 
newjmniiined; She coujd ^bt hi^lp 
hraig vjexed at this npQ-app^arance of 

F 5 Mr, 



Mr. Thorpe^ f0r'islie> fratrdsibf bnigiel 
to be ditocing,ib0t ^s likefwise aware 
th^,^as the reidi.digmtybf faer.4Htu^ 
titm cduki not 'be/knoWii^ rslel ivas 
sharing with tise ac^flres of otlieirTOKig 
ladies still sittiiig d&wn ^l theiibcioiit 
€if wanting^ a 'partnen: To be dii^raccd 
iatht eye of the ^wdiid^ to wearUid 
appearance of ih&iny. while her heart 
-is all ptritj^, her asfcUms all iimooeiiee^ 
aad tibe mitcimdact of -aiiotjher :ftfi 
tme source of her debasement^ i& (me 
of those circuinstsnces which pecu-^ 
liarly bekmg to^ the heroine'a life^ aiid 
her fortitude under it whatpartknibrLy 
digrdfies her character. CatheriBe had 
fortitude too ; she suffered^ but no 
murmur passed her lips. 

From this state of humilialnny /ribye 
ip^as roused, ftt ^ end of ten iniiiutes, 

to 



<ta a pl^taMfiter feelii^, by seeing, UDt 

-Mr. Hiorpe, but Mr. Tilney, within 

'4&rfe6 5^rdB o^ the place where they* 

^t % he seemed to be moving that way, 

■ ' ■ ' * 

HMU'he did nofc see her, and therefore 

'tki0 slaiie <Uid the bluah» which his sud- 
^n. reappeariLnee raised in Catherine, 
;])assed- away without sullying her he- 
<roie im})ortance. He looked as hand- 
Mine and < as lively as ever, and was 
'talking wkh interest to a fashionable 
and- pleasing-lookitig young woman, 
who leant on his arte, and whom Ca- 
tenae imrftediately guessed to be his 
ijl^teTi thus unthmkingly throwing 
^W«y a*&ir opportunity of considering 
*hiifa lost to her for ever, by being miar- 
ried already, -B^t giiid^d. only by 
what- was siiBpTe and probable, it .had 
•never entered her head that Mf. Ulney 

F 6 could 
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could be xn^rried; he had .^ teli%K?^> 
he had not lalk^d, Uke th^ Qlftrsi^li 
inen to whom $be had \feetk}^9edi hfi 
hftd. never xneatioii^ % m#&9 m4 bljr 
had acknowledge A' aiater. Fipm thtfb 
circuimtaiiffea sprang the instant qo^ 
cjnakmof lus, sister's now being by h>s 
aide; and .d^rieforei, instead, of turning 
of a deatlilike pal^ess^ and iaJlhig.iii 
4 .$t <M^ Mrs. AU^s bosQfii, Ci^therkie 
Mit erect, in tiie piprfect use of bar 
senses,, and \\^ith ciieeks only a liltk 
redder than usual. , . * - 

Mr. Tifaiey and his companion; whp 
continued, though slowlji to appMadi, 
were, immediately preceded by a. 1949$ 
an^ acquaintance^ Mrs. Tlitrpe ; an(l 
this lafiy sto{^ing ; to speak to her, 
tbey, as belenging to her, stopped Uke- 
wise,, and C^Uieri|te> catching Mr. 

TilneyV 



TlliieyV eye, iiisiaiitfy^ nM^ved'fnom 
)am the sn^iiigr tribute cf reco^itldtf . 
jffiic rettiriisd it t^^ jdeMnire, anil 
then advancing stiU'iietifer, he-sfioke 
bbth to heat ajoAl^fes. Men/ by wNom 
Iw w» vtry dviilyi ackiiovrledgect. 
'^ I aiQi^mBgr ^t^ppy to» ace you 'again^ 
jifi^: indeed; I' ww- afmfid ;)k>u had 
kft Bath." He thanked lier^r her 
finun, aiid said that he had qnitXed 
it for a nwek; on die^ very morning 
aA;er his having had the plea^wpfe cf 
aecingheil: '' 

'' Well, ttr> and I dAK say yOn are 
pot 8nny;<«o Be back again, lbs it is 
lost the place ibr young peoplo^and 
indeed for eveiy body else too; I tell 
Mr. Allen, when «He talks of h^g 
sick of it, ;diat I am sum he shouklnot 
-ctoipiain^ for it is so very agreeable^ tk 

place, 
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.tbfiBi ftt (faiQinienat this; il|iU< lameiK^ jrmif * 
J telVluiBirM[is.t|iiite in liuikito>be sdtft 

Jten tvlilbe ohligtd/to like /the. jlwm, 
Jkim6n(£Bg:it of t&mvst I, ' 

-jkM^: he » iv!iU»^A.ine^1kboiurf <dl aiiii, 
ij;>ri .gki^ii4r) yifBsJme H&r .loos IpesEiifii 

'^ That circumstance niust!gp!v)e gmtt, 
^Mcoiimgemwt'' 1 

< ; ^^ Y^9 sir-^HUid Dr«.Skittneraad his 
S»Bmiy were hsm three moiitthB ; sot I 
lt§ll !Mr« AUen he must . not be > i& a 
;hurx}r toi g^t aw»|i/\ . 
: : Iftfrei th9)i^ i«»re * intenriiptsd % & 

^ len, 
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k», liutt she- iirolddi move H Uttlexto 
a€coimtio&rf» \ Mmi iHughes c and lAfisf 
Tilney with selits^* a$ th^y ]1td'ftgreed 
to join thjeir ;piartyl This DraiMiitefHfdr 
ingly^ne, Mr^ Tiloey stiUooiBitiiiiiing 
«ti30idkig hefiire them; iandnfter a.£Bir 
ibiaatefi considenttioii^ he aoktd Catins- 
line to dmide wi& him. Thii^^mpli. 
mcni, del%htftil a^ it was, |itodu0ed 
«fcveie mbr^cilroii: to tibus kdy; nd 
in gwiiig hci^ denial^ she expsoised her 
sonow on the occasion so very much 
as if she radly felt ity that. had 
Wrboarpe, who joined her juat af^teDr* 
waids^ been half a mmute earlier, h^ 
•niighi hare thought her su€eriiig$ 
^rathcir tod acitt^ The very «sy manr 
ner in VUich he then toldher that he 
had kept .her vi^ting^ did not by any 
isieans xeeosidle her mose to her lot; 

nor 
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ftor- did At paittcttiaa» wliich ; he jnti . 
tMCjd into iiHhUe theyw^ Bttiidi^ 
upy of t^ horses: smd dogs of the 
fi^end i\Mli<mi he*had jdst;lel^ aod Q^ftft 

^tfieniy intcrestii^i:. so^muchists to pte^ 
^i h^ looking Very- p^m tovni^ 
^^^t part of the tomnvM^ieif^ she chad 
left Mr^.'ISliiey. Of fa^. dear. Is^faelfa^ 
to whpni i^e patticularly longed to 
^»t out that g^leman, 1 she could 
see BOthifig«; Tiley.'iloefie iB^differeiit 
'sete. : She was sepavated froai all her 
-party^ and away fromall'iierapquaiiitiir 
'amce ;-K>ne mortificatioia. stcpoeded 
aiibthep^ aikl vfrom the-whok. die dar 
duced t^is usefuLlesaon^ that to. go 
preiriously^ engaged ita a hall, does net 
ueces^uiiy; kicreftse etthev.the dighity 
6t^ enjoy metkt of a.yoeng kidy. Erhb 
« such 
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a noralismg stram u Ibfe^ die 
v&s ^iddeiily roused :bT ft touch xm liic 
ihoulder, aiKi tummg round, perceived 
Hn. Hughes dtiuctiy behind her, at- 
tended' hy TdimTitoey imd a geulto- 
vmSu ^ I heg^ your iwrdoo^ Miss JMbr- 
Itni'^ stidiibe, ''ferthis Isberty^-^bttt 
IcfOitiDtaiiyfaoiir'gei; taMssThocpe^ 
and' Mfs. Thoxpt nid she was Vsun^ 
y^u WQiAiroot have theleortoigectkm 
tolettil^initlm ycHiDgiedy byyon.!' 
Mt9f Hi^he^ ce«ild mk htom applied 
to any craatniie M A& rdom /ntaiBr 
kfipfy itoi olffi^ hear thaa *Cadierii»> 
TW f0^^ ladies wete ihtrMnonl p^ 
«tch. oAer^ Mias Tibiey expfcssag a 
fp^pet ti^tosseof such goodoeiA, Miss 
^Mf^Md wtrtt^I th^ real delioa^ lofji 
^^f)ll«nfti9^ lii^ lalalsMg^Iights.iif'tfae 

.4Mi^»^tt ifi«ii4 Mrskli«9lMViai;i9ied 

with 
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9^h^vii^ fio Twpeetably wttibd her 
ytfixng ch»ge, returaed to^hdriiartjr^-' 
Misa Tiln^.had; a good figure, a 
^ret;ty fafce, and a vecy^agreeaUe coim-- 
-teusce^aDddieraBf^tfaoughili had not 
^Ulthe decided pieteiiftion, t&etesolttte 
sktlishn^sd of Miisi Th6q>e'«^ ^ had nmt 
^mi ekgaiaeet : HerMiiaiiipsfs^ sAitsvred 
^ood isense ismd'gooiiitlnreedifig) ^ej: 
imfocniidifir^hfr; awritfltotbAty «pi$&^; 
aod V flte 7 ketinedk' capable Vt^'^^hmtg 
ifdimg; atixftctiTir, abvdatar'hiill^ wiih^ 
m* wanAingt-to fik the > tttten^ti^m of 
iomtjr mah Asat licie, 'mid wkftovtr mt^ 
ag^;ecttt6d: feelmgsr of esLtalw^di^^lit 
jDr imoaecavable v^tatibu ^cbf > e^^ 
liitfe .triA&ig pocQiralce; • €atlietitt^ 
iiitere^tod ab o«ee 1^ liei« aj^arittice 
^nkl !he]) lela^i^bip b^iMrt'-mteej^ 
nfM deii|iMfi|:0f4)eing B<x)ulLki«ed liiHtsh 
.f her, 
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'ever she could ikiknk o§ any thii^ tc^ 
sny; and had courage sod leisure fi>r 
saying it. Bjat the hindmnce tibrown. 
in the way of a^ very speedy jAtkmiacy^ 
hy the i^^uent waai of one or more 
of these req^iisiube^ pifevemttd. thek 
doing mote Asm g^ing through the fint 
»idiintnu of ab acquaintance, hy in- 
&iimBgtfa^nl9elvefrlsuynr'weU the<itfaeK 
tkeA Bath/ how ^imidi riieladmiredits 
lMiildittg8^i«id surroundii^ eoonlrj^ 
'WHi^hBr '^he drew; or played or sang^ 
-amt whether ^ was^ fend of riding: Oft 
jkiobehiiek* . - 
' - '^e two dances wene scattsely coi^ 
Tlifd»dbi9lbape Ciatherine foUirf Uei atm 
gtatljF s«ieed by her faatkfiil laab^ii, 
who in great ^ifitKiexdaimed-^^'lilib 
Itt^t i iiave'g^€.yoa. . My disaMcfea- 
• ture, 
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I 

tiu:e» 1 faayfivboen IdQkii^ for. jpo» !lhii 
]ppur» What cwiMiJadUQe you t6ooiiie 
iato this set, when you kneMr I v*9 in 
the other? I have been quite Wretched 
witiio^t you/' / 

^' My dear Isabella, how. w^ it pocir 
tthle ^^ ^^ ta get si yon? . I, co^UA 
m^ tvtn see whpre you werew'' ; i 

/^ So .1 told your brother aH. tbt 
l;iBie-T*lmt he -would, not believe. 111& 
Do go aiMdisee for her» Mr«Morlaa^ 
md I-^but all in vain-^he would nofc 
altff.an indi* Was not it so, Mr. Moi^ 
hxnA} But you men are all so in^i^ 
derately la&y ! I have been' ocolding: 
Imsi to such a d^proe, niy^^toar CiyAit-> 
X^^f you would be quite suiUiAbd.-^ 
You kfiosv I never sta&d Ufmi cerfr- 
ipony^with such pMi^e.'' \ / 

^ Look 9t thft young lady 11^.^ 

white 
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whit* bekb round ber h«kd," vrUf 
pered Catherine, detaddng her friend^ 
fiom James-^'^ It is Mr. Tihiey*8 m-^ 

'* Oh! heavens! You don't say so! 
Let me lode at her 4;bis mbment. 
IVhat a deUght&il girl! I hever sair 
ai^ thing half so beauttfiil!. But 
isiriiere.ts her aU-coiu|ueritig bro^r? 
Isiieintiie room? Point him out to^ 
nie this instant, if he is* I die tc^ see 
Mm. Mr. Morlaild, you are not to 
UsteiL We are Siot talking about 

ya»" 

;/^'8iit what is all this whispering 
about ? What is goii^ on ?'' 
* ^* Thtoe new, I knew how it would 
be. Yo«f men have such restless cu« 
riosity ! Talk of the curiosity of wo- ' 
Umbi indeed l-r-'tis nothing. But be 

satisfied, 
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^iisfied,^iar youf are not to' know isiyr 
thing !atalhi)f tfaeiniatber/' 

-^ '^ And ja itliatUikely to satisfy wbbd^ 
do you think ?" * : •: 

' ^ We\\,l declare T n^^er kiie«r aliy 
t^fig lifce yoa. What can it rsigiify 
to yow; what W^are talkingxrf?: Bkri 
haps we -are talking about you^ thcss'^ 
fere I would advise you no* to Ustc^v 
^ ybU^D^ay happen to hear sometim^ 
ftot iNgrykgieeatile/* . . ; 

In this corittnonrplace cliatter, wlndi 
kitted sd^e time, ^eofigkial subject 
seemed entirely forgotten ; and thbunik 
Catherine was very well pleiased^'to 
have it dropped for d while,* *he coulct 
not avcnd a Kttle suspicion atthe totsd 
suspension of all Isabella's impatient 
desire - to see Mr. Tilney. WHem tfee 
orchestra struck up a • fresli idatice/ 

James 
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fyam "Hmki ihiMe'le^ his fkiA^paitiidr 

Mr* Morland," she cne&idtlimaaidaati 
.^Jittdli a thing' f!^ ^11 the world.- Hb w 
(cao. 'jKia ho i so itekang ; only t^ooeeire; 
t^yikkoF CaidierfiieJ what your ibibther 

i^mtameto Ak : He waste ixie'tordjoMie 

* » • ■• 

jritiiihindagahi^^thouil^h 1 tall'ihm^ttMt 
him a tadit iit]|ir<^r thuig^^md entirely 
fignimt itfae /ruk8» Ji wottldi make . tti 
the talk o£ ihe ,|ilac^i i£ wedmm&kot to 
ffadnge* partners.'' : • i*;; .; /» * 
.V .'^.^l(^pQ|]fnlyhd]l^n^/^saId^Jarile^^^ 
Ibffie puhiic assemUies, it is as oSkmok 

-. "^NonteBse, Ikiw can'you say «cr? 
£mt^^«^lHW-;fk>atti9m '1^^ M 

'catxfijy'fai'^tvm stibkiat any diiiig. 
3ly sweet Os^heriner do :' support '11^ 
y fc roa d cf yow bMther howdmposdibk 
. - it 
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it Ui rTell lulI^.tbfft it^i^^ 
fkoek ybk to ske me do midhk tllii^ 
]»mr wwildiibtit?". . ; u.: 

\, ^< l^i!», not at ^11; bat ifyhm iSkAak it 
J^roi^ yoH had imioh better^ ohai^g«^? 
: "ThcRC," cried Isabdla, ^iyotth^ 
, what your sisber says^ ajsd ytt you »iU 
)M)t mind lusrJ Wdl,:TtBim^faa:ihat it 
ia not my £iult, if wt set aU ^ r-iU 
lad»es in Bath in a^bustk* Gomeaioi^ 
my .doetst Catl^eviit^, foe heairen's 
sake, and stand by me." And off ^y 
^enty to rc^h their fimner ^Ijtee. 
John I'horpe, in the meanwhite^ had 
walked away; and Catherime, einer 
williiig to give Mr. Tihiey^aii op}x>r* 
t^nityv of :;repeatii^ the JigMfHiWe: rtik 
i|uest which faid mlraidy ilatleitjd. her 

Mi^ ThQrj>e as fast asidieimU^ iit&e 

hope 



4. hope whi^ wfafil it ptat^d to-be 
jfruitles^y she felt to havlb ba^lhighly 
;WiieasQBablc|« "'Well, toy' cfcaV'; said 
M^j^ThoYpe^ impatient for *p of 
ta?r soi^ " I hope you have- had an 
^j^eable p^-rtner." . " • ' •» 
. *^jVwy ^igreeable, mad#m/V . ' 7 
. *M aiik glad of it. ^ John hj^s^ ch^nw^ 
iiigspmtsrhas/nother"' ' ; — 
" Did you ineet Mn Tilneyi lAy 
.dear?*' said-Mrs. AlteiL^ ' ;T 

r ^ "Iffo, where irheF/ ^ ; r 

: /^He was witii .m jast now, and 

jaid he was so tired ofloaBgtsig.ahcmt,, 

,th8it he wa6. refix>lved to- ga ^a^d dince; 

vo I tliougl^ per^}^ lie woteld'aSk 

yoii, if he met M^th you." - . - r 

^^' Where can he be?v said GatheMne, 

Jbo^kig sound) Ih« «^ Jutd'tiotJooiaed 

▼01.. !« e round 



^W ha^'isk^d -^^f^/' said- M^k Altm/; 
and aft^r 4 shc^r« i^f^ittibd^'^^^ add^, 
i** ^he i«k a vefy ^i^^fl^l^ ybiin^ ttian/*^^ 

" Indeed he is, Mt^/Aflteft,"^ tsmd 
Mrs. Thorpe, «imling ogi^pliicently ; 
^ I inHftt «fty it,- th6irgh i am his 
-mother, thatthare is Bot amore agre^ 
>Me yoiing man in the worH.^ 

This inapplicAbie toswer «i%hf haf\rfe 

been too much fof ^tlte-ceW^rehcnsion 

iof many-^ biit Jl^did^rfot jmzzle Mrs. 

AJIm, for alter ottl^ ^a* momeAit^s' cony 

:Oatlierin«, ** I ^c^ > '9fiy ^^k^^iau^hirl 
was speaking ot her-'som^ - ;• •- 

iCathense wai' Asappoin^d' and 
iioeke^. Snei«e©med4o ^feveAiftacd liy 



• ■^' so 



iMAidest, I' am tirect> '8nd-^ ni»6 tn^n 
,» dance any mo«.^ 

" Do not you? — then let us walk 
about and quiz people. Come along 
with me, and 1 will shew you the four 
greatest quizzere mrih& room; my two 
younger sisters and their partners. I 
liave been laughing at them this half 
hour-** 

Again Catherine excused herself; 

and at last he walked off to quiz hi$ 

♦ ' G 2 sister* 
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^hVm' hy : hiinscH; ^ The/ reit of the 
evtotiig'stiefouBdirei^dieill; MrwTilney 
W*| jdraWn: away .frosoft, their party at 
t^ ' tQ< attend .Iji^t of his paiftii^i. 
Jtfiss'Tilfiey, though bel6ii^g to it^ 
did ^Pt sit near hter, and James and 
Isabella were so much dngs^ed in.cOn- 
Y^rsi^ together, that th|s latter hqd- no 
leisure tal>estow jnore on /hep friend 
than one smile^ one squeeze, .and' one. 
" dearest Catherine.''* 



,. ... > J^4>y J 
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: ' CHAPTER IX. 

4 . ' * - 

TMEiptogxess af Catherine's unhappb> 
mess from the events of the evenings 
was as follows* It appeared first in 
ai.Mgeneral dissatisiactiQn with eveiy 
body ahont fan; while she remained in 
the rooms, /which ^ipeedily brought on 
GonsidemHe wearmess.and a violent 
deiBriie to go home. This, onarrivhag 
in Pulteoey^&treet, took the direction 
of • extraordinary hunger, and when 
thl^t ;Was ^peased, changed into aii^ 
^nigst lon^ng to be in bed ; suchwaa 
the i^xtreme point of her distress; for 
wjien^ th<rft ^he inmx6diajtely fell into a 
itfpngiid sjl^p whij;h tanted inne hourst 
9fid frcuqn Which she awoke perfectly 

Q $ revived, 
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revived, in excellent spirits, with fresh 
hopes and fresh schemes. The fiist 
wish of her heart was to improve hejp 
acquaintance with Miss ~ Tilney, and 
alfnpBt iver finit f efiolutkm^ Iq; w^k.keb' 
foT diftt purpose, tii tlie Bunpriiobiftaft 
Aooa. IniheFnm^^toomymuMOfsm^df 
sinirod in Balfti must he-ieikt mAky jnid 
th^tft'jbiiiilding sheliadf aJnsLdjrfdaoi^ta 
fevoujsUe ' for the^ jiiscouery .«f i dtuaiiii 
tad^lfn^e^ a»d tlie eomplMkNti^df ^ 
V^t iiaitmBL0yy do adaffi»rably cadaptedb 
ftdr jteoret dMEu^ottM^s aAMi^teUnfiK>tdcx>]B^ 

mtduraged to> expecre ail^tftiei^ ffrieiid 
fiom within its walk.' Ht^pla^^nMfe* 
marpfiSBkg thfes settled^ «l}e'4«t ^^ietty 
Aowiir ta h^ book $(hfcP br^kfiisl^ m* 
«6lving to wmah^^b 4fhe ^nl^^pkclB iMd 
IhA Mom/p UMi]d43^«nt-4iIl ^t6 itl^i^ 
• ' • ' struck 
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utnuck 4me; m4 £ram habitude ver^ 
little iocogunoded hy the remarks and 
^aculaticwis of Mr^. Allen, whose va^ 
<:aiicy of xnind aad incapacity for thinks 
ing wece 4Hcb> that a9^she never talkie^ 
a greal; dj^al, sp she cc^]A nover bf 
entirely aUeot; ajp4» the refore^ whilf 
ahe 3at,at her .work,, if ^^le Ipj^ h^ 
jie^jdlcor bmkie her t^r^^d, if «]^e h^r^ 
A carriage in tlisejBtrpp^^ or sawtappe(^ 
4)|ioa;i .hen ^wp» she z^^fi^t; observe ^ 
t^ioad, whetlaer there, wer^e 4x1^; A>n^, .^ 
leisure toao^wer b^r.or not^ >4t a]b^ 
half piu^t tiv^ve;^ a renvM^kably Ipivdrap 
drew her ix^ haste «to the wi^ow, ^nd 
.^c;arQely had ^he tiqfie to ipform Gathe- 
^;ie q£ tjaei^ being <two ope^ ^ai^i^g^ 
f^.^he 4oor^ in tSiqlif $t Qialy a se$Ya»f(> 

her bipthi^4nyi?^.MiflsThprp« in thp 
seccmd, bejO^e^ John Thwpe qame run- 

G 4 ning 
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iftiBg up stairs, calling out, "Well, Miss 

r ' 

Morland, here I am. Have you been 

"wzitmg long? We could not com^e 

» ♦ 

"before ; the old devil of a coachmaker 
^as siich an eternity finding out a 
thing fit to be got into, and now it is 

» •■ •■ * 

ten thousand to one, but they break 
down before we are out of the street, 
flow do you do, Mrs. Allen? a famous 
iall last night, was not it? Comej^Misi 
Mbrfond, be tjuick, for the others arc 

in a confounded hurry to be off. They 

• . ' " * ' 

want te^get their tumble over." -'- 

' ; ^* Wbat do you mean ?" said Catherine, 

• • • • r *■ 

^** whiere are you all going to?" ' 

" "<Joing to? why, you have not* for* 

got our engagement! Did not we 
•agree together tb take a drive this mora- 
'ing? What -a head you have ! We- are 
•going up Claverton Down." ' ^ 

. * * ' "Some- 
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*' Soinething was aaid about it,! 
retriember," said Catherine, looking at 
Mrs. Allen for her opinion ; " but really 
I did not expect you." 

** Not expect me ! that's a good one ! 

- • ■ 

And what a dust you^ would have made^ 
if I had not come." 

^- (Jatherinc^ssilent appeal to herfriend, 
niean while, was entirely thrown away, 
for Mi-s. Allen, not being at all in the 
habit of conveying any expression her- 
self by a look, was not aware of its 
being ever intended by any body else; 
"and Catherine, whose desire of seeing 
Miss Tilney again could at that mo- 
ment bear a short delay in favour of a 
<lrive, aiid who tliought tliere could be 
no impropriety in her going with Mr. 
Thorpe, as Isabella was going at the 

• » 

same time with James, was therefore 

q5 obliged 
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ma'an),' what 4o yot) WX M\i^. Cm 
yqu-^je me for a^ l^tfri^ Pfm}. »b4M 

I go?" ; .■ ■...•-•:■.: 

" Do ju^t as yqu p^^fisf > jny 4eftr,'* 
repli^ Mrs, Alk^, with th^ mp^^pJa^W 
indiiFerence. Catheii^^ took t]^ {L4f 
vice, axid ran off to igfit x^a^^X^* * 
very few minut^f ^]^p ^ re-apf»9fkr€4i 
liavijog scarcely allowed the two ofheff 

tiine enough W get through a lew 

» . . . 

ihort sentences, in her pfaise, aft«y 

Thorpe had procured ,A|r«t. AM^'^ ftifr 
ipitatioa of his gig; and thfin rooeiv* 

ing her friend's parting good^ifthf^ 
they both hurried down stairs. " My 
dearest creature,"cried Isjibellaj, tp whpni 
the duty of friendship immediately c^^lr 
,cd her before she could get into the 
fcarriage, " you have been at least three 

hours 



t 

hoMts giettmg HSidy. 'lwn^ t^fwd yon 
weie i\k Wb^t a ^igHfvd hull w* 
h^d ]»st n\gl^, I have a* ^«^c4 
ihingt^ to s|kyr to ypu; but m&^e hasjt^ 
aad get ill, ft» I ioBg to bQ off." ; , . 

Catlwiine feliow^ jier o»le;» axi4 
i&mgsd B^vmy, but »ofe too sooa to Hear 
h€X ' M^siA j^x^kom elosid fo Jairie^ 
J'f Whsrt a sfTTeet girl she is I I quite 
4oa/t on- hi^>" . . . . i 

" You will not be iughttiitdp Ws$ 
ftloiland," said Thorpe, as be handisd 
W io^ ' ' if myhotse siiotild dawe.aivput 
ja Kttte .«t /fiiRt ; aptttB^ 3^. H^ wilt 
ieacHst Hkcfyy giiw a» plungfj vr WOf and 
-{K^jmps take the rest fbr amiiiitte; hvA 
te will WQOi kaow his master. ^ He is 
^U of spirits, pl^rfiil as can be, but 
there is no vice iu himl" ' . . 

Cafeerine did not think the pcnrtrait 

g6 a very 



X 



A very inviting oncj but. it was tdo 
iate to retreat, and «he was too young 
*o own l^e Aelf fri^tened ; so, resign-^ 
4ng herself to her fate, and trtetilig to 
the animal V boasted knowledge of itt • 
Wner, she sat peaceably down, and 
tew Thorpe sit down by her. Ewr^ 
llling'beihg tl^n arraiiged, the^rvant 
^hq stood atthe horse! V head was. bid 
in an important voice " to let him go,V 
und^off they went in the quietest man* 
ker imaginable, without a plunge or a 
isaper, or any thing like one. Catiw* 
me, delighted at so happy an '^capc^ 
•spoke her pleasure alond with grateful 
surpriise ; and her companion imme- 
diately made the matter perfectly 
simple by assuring her that it was 
entirely owing to the peculiarly judi- 
cious m^nir in which he had then 

held 



hdd the teins, and th^ singular did- 
cemment and dexterity with which 
he' had directed his whip. Cathe- 
rine, thongK she couH not help won- 
rdering that with such perfect com- 
tnand of his horse, he should think it 
necessary to alarm her with a relation 
of its tricks, congratulated herself sin- 
cerely on being under the care of so 
excellent a coachman ; and perceiving 
that the animal continued to go on in 
the same quiet manner, without shew* 
i»g the smallest propensity towards 
any unpleasant vivacity, and (con- 
sidering its inevitable pace was ten 
miles aahour) by no means alarmingly 
fast, gave herself up to all the enjoy- 
ment of air and exercise of the most 
invigorating kind, in a fine mild day 
ef February, with the consciousness of 
t . safety. 
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saf<?ty. A fiileoce- of. sevejial , miniKtei 
' 9tteoQe<led their first sbort dialogue ;r-r 
it w^brokeo, by Thorpe's sftyingveiy 
, abroptly, " OJd^^en.is as rich as ^ 
3^Wr—is not he ?'' CatberiBic did vxA . 
understand hi9i — and he repeated hi« 
guestion, adding in explanaticm, ^^ QI4 
AUei^ji the man you are with^" 

*^ Oh ! Mr, AU^U; yw mean. Yes, 
I believe, he is very rich/' 

" And no childrcaa at all ?" 
. " No— not any;" 

'' A £in^ous thii\g fpr his next heirSf 
He is your godfather, is not he ?" 

; " My godfather ! — ^no.'^ 

» 

" But you are ^ways very niucb 
iviththem/' 

" Yes, very much/' 

" Aye, that is what I meant. He 
seems a good kind of old fellow 

enough, 



I 

evpHS^ *ff4 M% : Jjypd yejy. m^ In 

his tiroe, jl-^jyc? jjax^yh^jsnot gwty 
f4^ Qatkix^^. .Dofl^ j^^rink' his bqttlf 

a-dayn<»w?T ^•••y-,; . ••; . •. •. •■ ) 
. "Hw •b^Kti^? i^^yi-H;ij<K /.Why 

should yw. tiiinjt f>f ftuflh a thing? 
He is a very temperate man, and..yp^ 

€9uid ?i¥>t; - ftpqy him. in liqwr last 

« 

; /s,I,qi4fhPlp-y»»iJh-you.,w4>riw»Jtf* 
ftlway ^ ; tjhink wg Q^ > »«»'« . ^ipg i» 
Uq»orv;i Why J95U da' not suppose ^ 

of t/i^-f^th^t: }l ^v^ry lM)fly -was to 

» 

drjnk thek bottle a^y,; there W9ul4 
uot be laalf tb? dusiorders i^ the world 
.^tve are Jipw^ It would fee; a iamo^ 
jg09d thing fpr «6 ftlU" 

" I cannot believe it" 

" Oh4 Ipr^l, itymuld be the saying 

of 



bf thousands. - There fe iiot the Hun- 
dredth part of the wine consumed in 
this kingdom, that there ought to be. 
Our foggy dimate wants help."^ . 
. '*^ And yet I hav6 h^terd that there 
is a great deal of wine drank in Ox- 
ford." 

- *^ Oxford ! There is no drinking at 
Oxford now, I assure you. Nobody 
drinks th6re. You would hardly meet 

with a man who goes beyond his four 

• • • 

•pihts at the utmost. Now, fot instance', 

M » * tf ft 

il was reckoned a remarkable thing at 
the last party in my rooms, 'that upon 

an average we cleared about five pints 

• • • - . 

-a head. It was looked upon as some- 

♦ ♦ 

thing out of the common way. Mine 
is famous good stuff tt) be sure. - You 
would not often meet with any tiling 
like it in Oxford — and that may ac- 
count 



( J»7 ) 

€euntfor it. But this will jiist give 
you a notion of the general rate of 
ftrinking there. " * 

• " Yes, it does give a notion," liidd 

• r 

Catherine, wannly, " and that is, that 
you all drink a great deal more wint 
thali I thought you did. However, 
I am sure James does not drink aa 
much." 

' This declaration bi:ought on a Ic^ 
imd o verpoweriiag reply, of whicih no 
fmrt was very distinct; elcc^pt tte-fr^ 
quent exclamations, amounting alm[os( 
to oaths, whidi adorned it, and Qathe^ 
^ine was left, when it ended, ' With 
rather a strengtheakd belief of there 
: being a great deal of wine drank in 
• Oxford, and the same happy oon- 
viction of her brother's comparative 
sobriety, . . 

Thorpe's 
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tUe.^mcrite of his own eftuij^?* 9fi4 
she was called on to admir/e the : Sfia% 
^fi^ freedom with which hia^ hwse 
Sft0yedc%loi^ apd the qasi^ which hi| 

51J»7 Wi . gave l^e motion, ; of ; t^e . q^r 
«»»fr : . vSbft : fpllowpd bica ^i^ all . Jij> 
admiration as well as she coul4« Ta 
|(^Jt)efc^ or beyond him wa# cil^pos* 
m\3\<>i yi* knowledge ai^ feter. ig»Or 
9l|0$i of ^^ su4\jeict, his r;apidjty:,of 
j^ipre)(»»w» And her diffidem^ Mof l^iy* 
4f^.p^t that ant of. lieripo^i^Gri >ste 
;CQuJd strike. ant.nQtliiitg iiew:>i«i wxor 
jnendation, but she readily /.odaoed 
iwhaikCYJsr he chose to assert^ vadik 
'W» fi^i^yfiettled: between them with* 
Ddt :way .difficttlty> thai: his equipage 
w^as altogether the most complfifat. of 

its 



t ' 
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•s. 

neatest;. )U4> jh^iti^ ;i^ be^ . ig^„ v»A 

B9t )reo%, tWi*,- %..Th<>r|)i^"'.«^ 
^^ISi^i^i-^'KOtilriflg «^f H99HP im* 

19^, ^«^d ,tA<<xf|^i:, B^me J4t|tle wmr 

1^ will break down?'* ■ ; ,, ,- j 

./"f^lN^ f^^^lA 9lU ! W^ J l>id 
jfov !5«?r;: i^te i|ttdJitt..littt^ litMppjr 
4hiftgr i« ^tff ^?; .iTb<y^:i»: JU* i» 

a«»»l4:?pi««i:j!ef:4rQiii ste^tit, ."Tlw 
^bfeVH h»V(^tfe(e(eno :&U')j vw& .out 

'^^nk God! we have got a better. 

I would 
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I wMfJd not lie bdund t^ go two-niil« 
in it for fifty tibousaiid pounds.'* 

" Godd heavens I" cried Catherine^ 
qttite irigfetened, ". then pray let us 
turn hack; they will^feertaiXily- meet 
ifritJi an accident if we^ on. Do tet 

r • 

ti« turn hack, Mr. l«orpe ; stop an«t 
speak to tnyhrotiher,. and tell him hotr 

very unsafe it is/- - -^ - -" « / *1 

' • '^ Uiisafe ! Oh^ Iwd t' what is there 
ipithat? they will 6iily get a-rol! Jf it 
does break down ; and thei^ is plent^ 
of dirty 4t will, be excellent .ialllng; 
Oh, curse it! <4ie<;arriage is -iafe* 

ft 

eitough^ if a !Kian fctiow* hfipw to drive 

it; a thing of th^t sort jn godd ha&ds 

Jwill last above twenty years afteir-i€ 15 

... . . - t 

&irfy ^mim eut.^ ijatd bless^you ! I wdii19 

i^na^rtsKkd fiv five pokiids to ^^m it 



■•» « * 
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4»*¥ork and baek agiun; wi&ovf lotmg 

. Qatkeiioe' listened i/Kith wtoniab-^ 
v^iimt I i^t:^PMw not > jbow ;t& recbndiiet 
tworsu^b'if eiy^ilfoifeiitiaocmiiitolof thtf 
wsie tl^j.ifoD.she had not been 
bieyi^t;u{^ to uiider&taad tbe prop^im 
fili^ ^i .^ Mikity mh to kj^^ to liow 

i«4iiy^idle '^saertions doii^d; impiid^t 
^sehood^ tW 6SLC^e>sj of vsinity wilt 
kad. Her own . family were ' pifim 

» 

nattei^- «f t fait people, : ^ho ^i^ldoitf 
ablKxl at witrctf ahyrkip4 ;. hfef Jathef, 
ai^t^e utmo^, being contented with ^ 
fmiXi aiid:^(ff mother with a pri^verh} 
t)Sf^y .weare &ot i^ the habit the¥ef4^re o£ 

r 

t^ng li^si to. iHOfea^e tb^r ^npoi^ 
afice^ ;or of asyiertii^ ^t one momefit 
what they .wpu^ Hcont¥?if4i<?t , the ^nput*^ 
S9ie i^eflected onthe' a^a^t fpF-scnn^ 

time 



r 
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more than once on the point <if M>2 
i]ps6ftii^ fit>iii;Mk /fhtof^ ^cleitfttln*- 

j^tt ; bM Mie chet^^iiiecwlf/^bwsfttitf 
Ir sippd^i^d tH'h^^thfttihe ^^ibot4f» 

ifia^kifig those <^tegs pUtai whithpilto 
hud before ma^ atiibignous f and, joili^ 
mg to. thid) the conniderMion^ that he 
wouM Act redly auiF^r his^ ^terhfii 
his friend to b^ ^^posed -to 4» -dangor 
from which; he iiight €Xi«ilj i^ewvfe 
l^em^ she conettided at -kn^ - <ftmt^ te 
must know thd carriagti to be^tiit M^ 
p^eetly safe^ and- ther^fb^ W<^Id 
alarm hersdf U^itiHgtr: By him 4usi 
wholie msttter seemed entirdy* foTgM^ 
ten ; and all ^ iwt df bis i^ohversa^ 
tioii, or rather ttilk, ' began and «nde(l* 

with 
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jtaritk hmme)£ .wnd\\m cwn conesms. 
He 'taM liter of facinies which he h^d 
hoaghtiifer a; trifte i&d i$old fbr hi^ 
€rediUe j«n»; of luciiig tnatf^b^s, In 
which* hiij€Hl^BieQthaEd itiFttUibty^ref 
told: the winfter)^ of ghooting pa^nie^ id 
whteh hehad kiikd itK^e birds (though 
wi&oi!« having otid good shdt) than 
tfil hi^ cmnpanions togMher; land de^ 
wribed to her some famous dfty> sporty 
with the foK-hoi>nds, ii which his 
ibre^hc ^aind skill in> dti^eoting the 

dogs had 'repaired the mistakes* of tfee 
*iost ' experienced huntsntati, and* in 
whidi the brfdness of his riding, though 
it. had nevfer endaiikgered his own Hfe 
<br a moment, had l>een constantly 
leading oth«ft$ into difficulties, which 
i»e calmly ^conddded had broken the 
necks of many. 

Little 
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Little aa Catherine was in the habit 

m 

j[>f judging for herself, and unfixed as 
were her general notions of what men 
ought to be, shje could not entirely re* 
press a doubt, while she bore with the 
effusions of his endless conceit, of hi>^ 
being altogether completdly agreeablci 
It tsras a bold surmise, for he was Isa- 
bella's brother ; and she had beeii as* 
sured by James, that his manners would 
itcoitimend him to all her sex ; but in 
Rpite of this, the? e:ttrfeme ^/^^iness of 
his company, which crept over her be* 

« • 

fore they had been out an ^bour, and 
which continued unceasingly to in- 
crease till they stopped in Pulteney* 
street again, induced her, in some small 
degree, to resist such hig^ authority, 
and to distrust his powers of giving 
universal pleasure. 

When 



• • T 



i 145 ) 

Wh&x tbey arrived at Mrii. AUeii't 
'door, the astonisdiment of Isabella was 
hardly to be expressed, on finding that 
it was too late in the day. for them to 
attend her. friend, into the house:— 
" Past three o'clock !" it was inconr 
ceivable^ itjcredible, impossible! and 
she would Neither believe her oym 
watch, nor her brother s, nor the ser^- 

- vant's ; she would believe no assurance 
of it founded on reason or reality, till 
Morland produced his watch/ and as^ 
c»prtained the fact ; to have doubted a 
moment longer Men, would have been 
equally inconceivable, incredible, and 
impossible ; and she could only protest, 
over and over again, that no two hours 
and a half had ever gone off so swiftly 
*befi>re, as Catherine was called on to 

- confirm $ Catheriile ^ could not tell a 

vpx. I. H falsehood 
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falsefhood even to^ease UiAMt^yhni 
ibe latter was spaved the' itrisery of ber 
friend's dissenting voiqe, hy not wait- 
ing £oT her answer. Her^wn feelkigg 
^ntiKly engrossed her; he9 wratehed- 
f^ss was mosf acute ^on fmding hersetf 
obliged to go dir^ectly home. — It was 
ages since she had had A thoment-s 
<{onversation with her dea^irt: Caliie- 
line ; and^ though she had such thou- 
sands of t^Dgs to say to Itmr, it ap- 
peared 33 if they Wete never to be toge- 
ther again ; so^ with^&nniles of most e»* 
quisite misery, and ihe: laughing <eyeof 
utter despondency, she bade her iri^nd 
<adieu ^nd went oik 

Catberkie S&Wid Mis. AUen just re- 
turned ^^tom ail €(93 btrsy idleness lef tiie 
movning, aaid was >imniediaK;ely gp^eelM^d 
wit^ ** Wefl, myjdea?) he^ tfmiJBO^f 
. * atruth 
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t trutli wbidh >sh^ liad Ho grater 
inclination than power to dispute j 
^ and I'hope you hav^e liad '^ pleasant 
airing ?" 

^^Yes, Qsa'afii, 1 thaidc you; wc 
eoald not hskye »had a nice^ day.** 

f^So Mrs. Thorpe isaid; fiftie was 
vastly piteaed at y<>ur all going.'' 
<^ Yott^haVc seen llr$. Thorpe (^ea.>^ 
** Yes, I went to 4toe Pum^-reom as 
SO0O as you were gcme^ and there I 
met her, and we .had a great deal of 
talk together* She skys there was 
hardly any veal to be got at market 
^^h'.ihomi^g, it IS so tmcomniohly 



scarce/' 



. ' "*Did y^w see apy body else of our 
acquaintaaice^' 

. ^' Yfes; weiag^eed to take a tam in 

the Creseent, art<J thei^ we met Mrs, 

\ K Q^ Hughes, 
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Hughes, jind Mr. and Miss Tilney 
walkipig with h^/' 

;" Did you . indeed? and did' tbey 
speak to you ?" ' '. > 

/^ Yes, we walkfcd along the Cres- 
cent together.for half an hour. They 
seem very agreeable peopie. Miss Til- 
ney was in a very pretty spotted mus- 
lin, and I facicy, by what I can learn, 
that she always^dresaes very handsome- 
ly. Mrs. Hu^\es talked to me a great 
deal about the family*" 

" An4 what did she tell you of 
them?" 

^^ Oh! a vast deal indeed; sbe.lmidfy 
talked of any thing else." 

" Did she tell you what part of 
Gloucestershire they come from ?" 

" Yes, she did ; but I canimt jecd- 
lect now. But they arc way good 

' kind 
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kind of people, and very rich, Mrs. 
. Tilney was a Miss Dnimmond, and 
she and Mts. Hughes were sdiool-fet 
lows ; and Miss Drummond had a very 
large fortune ; and, when she married^ 
her father gave her twenty thousand 
pounds, and livte hundred toJbuy wed- 
ding'-cloihes. Mrs« Hughes saw all 
the clothes after they came fibm ll» 

4 

warehouse." ' ^ 

^* And ^are Mr. and Mrs. Tilney' in 
Bath?": ' . 

" Yes, I fancy they are, but I am 
not quite certain* Upon recollection, 
however, I: have a notion they art 
both dead ; at least the mother is ; yes, 
I am- sure Mrs, Tilney is dead, because 
Mrsi Hughes told, ibe there was u 'very 
i)eautiful set of pearls that Mr. Drum- 
mond gave his daughiter pn her wed*% 
' H 3 ding- 
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^^-d^y ^i^d that Miss Tibeey \ad gat 
bow, for Ihoy wdre.putbyforberwheii 
llat luotfaerjdied/' , 

"Arid is Mr. T&ley, iitjy partmei-J 

'I " I cannot be qaiite positive stbowt 
that^ my dear ; I hanre soidr idea fac hr^ 
but, however, he » a very &ie young 
floda Mus. Hngbes lays^ and likeiy 44 
doveiywell." 

Catb^ne mquised Ho fmtbsit; i^he 
bad heard enough to feel that Mrs. At 
len had nb real intdiigence to give, ttnd - 
mtmt tiie was mmt partkniarly unfar* 
innate herself in havii^ lAissed 8«ch 
a meeting with both biMh^r and Mi- 
ter: . Coold she haTts ^foteseen such a 
tircutt8tanee> nothing abonki' hai^ 
]iersuad(sd ha to go out with, die 
itthers; and^ sibwoji^ i^ rottklonly 

... ) o . lament 
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lament her ill-luck, and think over 
what she had lost, till it was clear to 
her, that the drive had by no means 
been very pleasant and that John 
Th<>rpe himielf was quite disagreeable. 



. ■■ ■ « 1 1 
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CHAPTER X. 

i 

Tjte Aliens, Thorpes, and Morlanda, 
all met in the evening at the theatre j 
and, as Catherine and Isabella sat toge* 
ther, there was then an opportunity for 
the latter to utter some few of the 
many thousand things which had been 
collecting within her for communica* 
tion, in the immeasurable length of 
time which had divided them. — ** Oh, 
heavens ! my beloved Catherine, have 
I got you at last ?" was her address on 
Catherine's entering the box and sit- 
ting by her. " Now, Mr. Morland,'' 
for he was close to her on the other 
side, ^^ I shall not speak another word 
to, you all the rest of the evening ; so t 

charge 



tliarge you not to exjpect it. My 
sweetest Catherine, how have you been 
t\HS long age ? but I need not ask you, 
for you look delightfully. You really 
have done your hair in. a more hea- 
venly style than ever : you inischie-> 
vpus creature, do you want; to attract 
every body ? ^ I assure you, ^ly br<i|-: 
ther is quite in iove with you ali^ady;^ 
and as for Mr* Tilney — but that is a 
settled thing — even your modesty can-r 
not doubt his attachment now ; his^ 
coming back jto Bath makes it too^ 
plain* Oh ! what would not I give to 
see him! I really am quite wild with 
impatience* ^ My mother says he is the 
most delightful young man in the 
world J she saw him this morning you 
know : you ipust introduce him to me. 
Is he in the house now ? — Look about 

H 5 for 
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h^ J I csmnot eee 1^ atfiy^*wli«Wr.!* » * 
« Oh, horrid ( ^tn I *^^r (» lie ^a«* 
quaii^ted \rith hinfi'? Htm do y«»u like 
«y goim? I thitfkr it >d0c^ !ci»t > lookf 
ttftids; the isltevcfi were etftfrely my^ 
dwtt thought Do yott knew I get i>^ 
immoderately sick of Bath; yoMthM^ 
iJief and 1 wei>e agi^eingthi^ mcmimg 
#iat, though it isvai^tly well to^!>ehe* 
tbr a few weeks, we woi*ld not li^ 
here for miItk>A9. We soon ilbund out 
that our tastea were exaetly alike in 
l^refening the country to e^^ry ot)ier 
|(Iace; really, our opihions- were'\» 
exactly the same, it was quite ri^cu^ 
lous ! There was not a single poitit m 
which we diifercd ; I Would not have 

had 
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had you by for Die imorld; you ««t 
such a sly thing, I am sure you would 
hs¥e lOrade stmm^ droll feixiark or aikev 
Urbcmtii*" ^ . • .. 

« 

^^ No^ indeed I should sot" 
' "Oh^ yes you would indeed; I 
loanw yota better thitn you know yown 
actf. Yon #ookl'have told us thftfc 
we seemed bora for ^ each othisr, . m 
some nonseiise of that kmd. winch 
would have distressed me beyotd coii^ 
option ;• my cheeks would haTie heeit 
aajred as yourroseb; I would' nothflrra 
had you by for die world-" • 
: ^^Iridced you >do me injustice; I 
wooM not have n^dp so improper a 
remark updn any account; and foe^ 

sides/ 1 am sore it wotild never hsL\^ 

•ft 

entered my head/' 

Isabella: smiled incredulously, and 

H 6 talked 
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talked the rest of Dife 6vefiiii% «d 
James. 

*; GaDtherine's resolotion of etnieavour* 
tag to meet Miss Tilney again ooih 
tinued in full force the next morning; 
aln4 till the usual moment of going 'to 
ti^ Pump*ix)om; she fHt sdn»s alarm' 
6om the dread of a second prev^ntioa. 
But nothing of that kind- occurred^ no 
Yisifors appe^ried to delay them, and 
tfeey all three set off in good time fof 
the Pump-room, where the ordiiiary/ 
oourse of events and conve^atton took 
place; Mr. Allen, after drinking his 
glass of water, joined some gentlemen 
to talk over the politics of the day and 
compare the accounts of their news- 
papers; and the ladies walked' ahout 
together, noticing every new face, and 
almost every new bonnet in the room. 

Tlie 



llie £0^1e part of the Thorpe ftMiiyi: 
attended by James Morland, appeared 
apioQg the cr<iw4 ixt less than a quaiter 
of an hour, and Catherine immediat^j^ 
tdok her usual place by the side of h^ 
Triend. James, who was now in^ coQ^- 
«tai|t attendanoe, ^maintained a simikr 
position, and separating themselvea 
from the rest of their patty, they 
walked in that manner for some timei 
till Catherine began to doubt th^ hafH 
piness of a situation which co^nin|^ 
her entirely to her friend and brothes, 
gave her very little share in the notice 
of either. They were always engaged 

V 

in some sentimental discussion or lively 
dispute, but their sentiment was coii- 
yeyed in such, whispering voices, ^uid 
their vivacity attended with so much 
laughter, that diough Catherine's sup«» 

porting 
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Suited fcNT by otae or Ibe oihei^, shfe wte^ 
n^ym: ibie toigiye aiiy,. finm tiot fainr« 
ieg ^iterd a word, cf tiiis aulgsct At 
lioigth hjowever she was empoMrcsed W 
diseBgiigf herself from her friend^ by 
tine avowed noeessity of leaking; to 
Miss Tihiey, whom she most joyfully 
saw just entering the romn: with Mrs» 
Hughes> and whom diie instantly 
jo^ned^ with a firmer determiiiatioii td 
be acquainted^ than she might have 
bad courage to command/ had she noC 
been usged by. tibue disappointment of 
the day before. Miss Tilney. nset her 
with great civility^ returned her ad* 
vaaces with equal good will, and they 
continued talkii^ together as long as 
both, parties remained in t^ i«om ; and 
though in all pwbability not att obsev* 

vation 



r 



used by eithet Whicb^'had Aot betni: 
i9tde sbid uaed wine thotisftiidsdf timear 
befbte, nudw tbat t'oof, in CYery fisth 
season, yet the mtnt of th^- bek^ 
spoken with simplicity arid trttth/ atfid 
vrtthout perscAiaL^onceity niight te- 
something uiicomffiQb.-—* 

" Howweiryour brother dances f'was^ 
sin artkss dxdasnatkm of Catherine's 
towards the^close of their con veiMtion, ^ 
which at once Borprized and amused^ 
her companion. ' 

" Henry !" she repHed with a 9mi\t. 
" Yes, he dcies dance vary welL?* 

" He must have thought it very 
odd to faearme say 1 was engaged the 
other etening, ^dten he aaw Istte sittings 
down. But I really had been engaged 
whole day to Mr. Thorpe/' Miss 

Tilney 
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Tilney ^ould o»ly bow* " You can*' 
not think/' added Catherine after a 
moment's silence^ ^^ how surprized I was 
to.see him agaiii. I felt so sure .of his 
being quite. gone away." • ; 

" Wlien Heniy had the . pleasure of 
seeing you before, he was in Batti but 
for a couple of days. He came x>nly 
to engage lodgings for us," 
." That never, occurred to me; and* 
of couiisei not seeing him any where, 
I thought he must be gone. :Was not 
the young lady he danced with on 
Monday a Miss Smith?" 

'' Yes, an acquaintance of Mrs. 
Hughes." ' 

. ", I dare say she was very glad to 
dfoicfw Do you think her pretty?" » 

'' Not very." 

'^ He 
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" H© n^yer comes to the Pump-rootta, 
I suppose?** 

, '' Yes, sometimes; but he has 'titl 
out this ipoming with my father." 

Mn». Hughes now joined them, and 
asked Miss Tilney if she was ready to 
go. ** I hope I shall have the pleasuriel 
of ^eing you, again soon," said - Ca^ 
therine. ** Shall you be at the cbtiUnm 
ball to-morrow?'* . ' 

" Perhaps we > y eg, I think W« 
certainly shalL" . . ' ^ 

'■' " I am glad of it^ for wo shall aU' 
be there." — ^This civility w^ dUly.re^ 
turned; and they parfed^^-on Mist 
Tilney 's side with some knowledge- of 
\iet new acquaintance's feelings, and 
on Catherine's,' without the smallest^ 
oonsciousnesa of havmg. expljamed 
tfaem. 

She 
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JBbe ^ifeat Ikh»€ very htppy* *iThc 
morning had answered alPlier hopes^ 
4Jld thr« cTeumg erf. the following day 
was xtow/^e olgie^ o€ ^xpectdtiM^ 
<he fttturc good* , What gdwjft.ltnd 
what bead^esl^ idle diould wear oat 
tite ooeaaion became k^ chief cota^ 
cern. . . She casmot: be juslnfied iu ib 
Drdiift:^ 19 i9t idlr. timeis ift:iirivolQm!d»H 
tinction^ and excessive soikitodenbtttti 
1^ ,eft(» destroy » its owu aim^ Qathe- 
rine knew all this very well; her g^ceat 
4tmt bad, feitfl b^r a )e0tu]>e ott the 
wbjeQt tuly the Chlisteuf$ . before ; 
and yet 9he ky awake ten ooimftMrni 
W«id9eid^ liighit deb^ing hetw^tH 
^r spotted atid b<yr taixdiouied mnshni 
mA iii>fchtng but the-shoftnesa^f'tlie 
tieie fwfcntei her buy ib^ a ^oemr 
for the evening, l^his would . 

been 
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)»een ati ierror in ju dg men t, gmai 

one b€ iSat otiier sex ^ladfhcT disii fact 
own, a brother tttkLet than a^ grot 
aunt ihi^t imvie.'waittect'hef , for idan 
only canr ber airare of the iascKsibifiti^ 
•f . ifaan:. ttrwairdi at sww gown*. It 
lKDiild.be ncnrtify^k^ td Itbcfxftal^ 
^waofy lodivs^ioMi^itlley JbeAtde M 
nndesrstiiaKii hew) tttttor^Iie heart of thail 
ia afiibctBd b^rs ^wloot iS' cbstl^r or ntvr 4ft 
tbeir attire ; hour littib ii is biaaied b^ 
the teature of-tiitk itinaihi, aodi htm 
tixigmeti^tMt at pwalioir^teftdeiiM^ 
toward^' d^ BpMftefl, l^e spri^od^ tlM 
imilt or the jackcmet* Womat^iAftM 
for her mm fta1$(ifaetk>iv a3o^«i Ifo 
man iintl 'admns iher «h0 moi^, na 

Ne&tnesa 4iid 4ashk>n tffe^^nottgtl "fiM 
^ former, 4ii^ a «oiti€thin$ of 'slsab^ 

biness 
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bioess tit impropriety will be most 
eadeafiing f o the ktter. — But not one 
of these grave reflections troubled the 
traiiqutUity of Cadinerhie. 
' ^She entered tiie rooms on Thufs* 
d*y eveiring vith ifedmgs reiy dif. 
ftrent from. what had attended her 
thither the .Monday before. - She had 
th^>beeaexulling in herengs^ement 
lx> Thoipe, tnd was now chiefly anxi* 
Dhs to avoid his sight, lest lie should 
engage her again; for though sh« 
ooidd. nott,^ dared not expect that Mn 
Xiln^ shpuid ask her a third time to 
d4lic^ her wishes, hopes and pfens all 
f^nt^rcd in nothing less. Every, ydiing 
lady Qiay foel for my heroine in this 
critipal moment,: for every young lady 
iMifr. at some- tiifie or other known the 
same agitation^ All haVe been, or at 
ItffistaU have believed tibeoxselves to be, 
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ifidsaa^ ihom the pursuit of some one 
whom the]; wislied to avoid; and all 
have been anxk>us ft»r the att^sitiond 
of some one whom they wished 'to 
please. As soon as" they were joined 
by the Thorpes, Catherine's agony 
began; ' she fidgetted about if John 
Thorpe came f^vmr^ls her, hid herself 
as much as possible fiom his vie^, and 
when he spoke to her pretended not 
to hear him, . The cotillions were 
crver, the conntry-dsiiicing beginnii^ 
and she saw liothing of the Tilneys. 
" Do not be fri^tened^ my ctear Ca- 
l^rin^" whispered Isabella, '^ bnt I ant 
maUy going to dance with your bit>^ 
tiler again* I declai e positi^fy it h 
quite fthockin^ I tell hiih he ought 
to be asliamed of himself, but yoil 
and John mnst keep us m counts 

nance. 
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mmoe^ ! Mtke ifaMfar, my dnr icmtiM«; 
liivl cam^ to /US. Jdhia w jmt rwslketf 
^ bflftt h^ wHl be back in a moixient" 
Q^berine. bad. ncdther time nor ia^ 
oHoattoatonssiirfn The others walked 
%way, JoK& Tharpe wu rtiU ia viewi 
and $he gave herself up for lost. - That 
9hc might not apfMar, however, t0 
obaerve or expect him, she kept hor 
eyes iiitently fixed «on her fan; and a 
aelf^ondemnatioE for her fcSlyy ia 6up» 
posiBg that among such a cronfd they 
sdhould even meet with (the TiineyaiB 
atty reasonable timd» had juat pa&ied 
tibrongh her mind, 1l4len^she suddsaiff 
found herself addresaed andt again so» 
iictted(l:0i dance, by Mr. Tilm^jsomwffi 
With ^hdt fi{>axkling j^es and rady 
motion she. granted Im roiuast, and 
with how pleasing a flntter ar.hdat 

she 
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eMily imapn^i., To escape, dud, m 
ihe:fadiehred, jsx> aiaarnrvriy escape Jbl» 
Thorpe, and to be msked^ so inHbet 
diately.oa fais . jolnisig her, . asked by 
Aff . Tiliiey, as if he had sought her on 
piBYpose i-r~it did not appear to her that 
li|e could rapply any* greater felicity. 

^ Scaxxiy had they worked theHiselves 
into the quiet possessioii of a place> 
homevevy when her attention was daimr* 
ed t^ John Th^^^e, who stood behind 
ber. ^^ Heyday, Mm MorlandP' s^id 
Jie, " what is the meaning of this ?-~I 
thought you and I were to dance to- 
gether," 

** I wonder you should think <50, for 
you ncTer asked me." ** That is a 
good one, by Jove !— I asked you as 
4Mon '^s I <!a!me' into the room, and I 

. was 
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was just going to ask you agaud,. l}ut 
whea I turned rouild, .you were gone] 
*— tius is a cursed shabby trick ! I ' 
only came for the sake of dancyig with 
yoUf and I firmly believe you Mrere en^ 
gaged to me ever since Monday. Yes ; 
I remember, I asked you while you 
were waiting in the lobby for your 
cloak. And here have I been telling 
all my acquaintance that I waa going 
to dance with the prettiest girl in the 
room ; and when they see yoii standing 
up with somebody elscj they will qwiz 
me famously." 

'' Oh, no; they will never think of 
me, after such a description as that." 
. ^' By heavens, if they do not, I will kick 
them out of the room for l^ockhotds. 
What chap have you there ?'^ Catherine 
/satisfied his curiosity. " Tilney," he 

repeated. 
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itepcatcd^: "Hiim-^I do not know him'. 
A goxid .figure of a man ; weU put to- 
gedieh-r-Does he want a horse ? — Here 
ti^lfriendof mine, Sam Fletcher, has 
'^ot one to sell that would suit any 
i)()dy4 A famous clever animal for the 
joad — only forty guineas. I had fifty 
minds, to buy it myself, for it is one of 
;Hiy maxims always to buy a good 
horse when J meet with one; but it 
would not answer my purpose, it would 
:BOt do* for the field. I would grv^e any 
roonej^ for a real good hunter. I have 
three notv, the beat that ever were 
back*d.' I would not take' eight hun- 
dred guineas for tiiem. Fletcher and 
J jsmSax to ^et a house in Leicestershire, 
^ig^in&t th^ next sd&son* It is so d*T — 
'iinc*)mfortable,' living at an inn.'' ; 
This wa« the last sentence by which 
VOJ-. I. I he 
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he could weaxy Catherine's abtdBtim^ 
for he was just tiicnttom dffihytlic 
resistless pressure of adong stniig"4}f 
passing ladies. Her partneriuo^ dreir 
near, and said, ^^ Tbzt gentleman would 
have put me out of patim^e, had he 
«taid with you half a minute longer* 
He ha* no business to wit^idraw the 
attention of ' my partner from fbe^ 
We have entered into a ootitratst c^ 
mutual agreeableness JSor the fi^pace <^ 
an evening, and all our agreeableness 
belongs solely to each other f^i*^ tfe*t 
time. Nobody can 'fasten rtb^ii) sdves 
on tiie notice of one,- without injuriiag 
the rights of the dthen ^ I^ooittiider a 
country^dance a& an^ embli^ of 'infer- 
^iage. Fidelity and: compl^lisaiice are 
the pHncipal dut^s of bcith ; and^those 
'mm who do not ehbse ta ^^i ox- 

I .? .4ns(rry 
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wi^ ;.4h0 , pi^Ml^em or wivie$ of thdr 

V JSftt they: $«re mfAn wiy; di^erent 

. ^^-r-That. you linuk, ttey cajanot be 
compared togjether." 

. ^^ To he> siipe 0ot . People that many 
can^n^vtu: part^ faat^must go aad keep 
•bou^e tr^eether. People . that dance^ 
only .stand opposite each> other in a 
kxDg.roomlfothaif BB hooir/' , *- . 

^^ And iSHich is your definition of ma^ 
trimony and dancing- Taken in that 
light certatiBily, their resemblance is 
not stiiking ; hut I think I could place 
them' in sueli a view. — ^Yoyi will allow, 
that in both, man has the advanta^ 
of choice, woman only the power of 
refusal ; that in both, it is an eng$^« 

1 2 ment 
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merit between man and woman^ fcrrmed 

for the advantage of each ; aiid tliat 

when once entered into, they belong 

exclusively to each dther till the iiio- 

ment of its dissolution; that it is ttieiV 

ttiity, each to enddahrour tt) give the 

other no cause for wishing that he or she 

iiad bestowed diemsdves. elfiewtiere, 

^nd their best interest to keep . their 

own imaginatioM from waaderuig 1^ 

wards the perfections of their neigh- 

Ix>urs9 or ' faBcying tihat th^ should 

rhave been better off with any kmt dsc. 

You will allow all this?" :; 

*^ Yes, to be sure^' as. you state it, all 

this sounds very wdUl; but still they 

.are so very different.— I canfiot look 

upon them at all in the same light, 

'nor thiQk the saii^e duties belong to 

^them." .... _ I 

' "In 
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t ^^ In one respect, there certainly is ';» 
tlitference. > In marriage, the man i$ 
supposed to provide for the support. of 
the woman ; the woman to make th« 
liome agreeable to the man ; he is to 
purvey, and she is to smile, fiut 
4tt dandngy^ti^ir duties are exactly 
jt^nged ; the agre«,bleness, the comr 
-^nce are expected from him, while 
she fumbhes the fan and the lavender 
water. That, I suppose, was the dif^ 
ierenceof duties which struck.you, as 
«i«ieringthe con^tiom mcapable of 
xomparison.'; • A. T / m • r 

: '* No, indeed^ I never thought- of 

" Then I am quite :at a JIqss. Otk9 
thing, however, 1 must observe. ^This 
disposition on your side is rather alant^ 
ing. . You tojbilly disallow: any ^imila- 
: , 1 3 ntf 
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Aty m ike obligatioiis '; ' and* may I tiot 
dience infibr, that youniiotiisis'of tht 
duties of the damcing' state are notse 
ttrict as^ryi^^r partner' migfat wi^P 
ilaTecSnotreasdt M £eiar, that if the 
^ihi^tleindii'5nrho)sp6ke'feo f€nBL just iHnr 
W^e to return^ ior if asrfrf odirr gehtki* 
loan? trete to adidMBT you, thete would 
lie ^nothing: to restticm: you frcflsir.'ooiiif- 
'Versing:' '^ith him ai^i iodgnaa yda 

i^^d «)#Di»f bvotlik^ thattif heialka 
to me, I must talk to him'-agans; inct 
'Iftiei-e ^e'ha'rdlyithi-eef>yAiitg/iHeii'in 
the room besides him, that I havelswff 
a^quaiiitttficie ^th»'*\ i - 
^ ' '-i And id tltiit t^ bfeiny *wly<«$c(Wity? 

V^'^ ^ I a better ; 
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» better; ^finr d£ I do not kncfw: any. 
bcklj'^y; it is J impossible ibr me. fo talk 
t&them; aiKl»^ besides, I. do not want 
t0)talk/ to/auy body^" 

. »", Now? you baye>giveo toe a secu- 
tUy. ii^H:h baying ; wd I>sbaU proceed 
"w^ith courage* Do you fund Bath as 
«greeayp9 a» nfrheh I ,had tbe honour of 
sttd^in^ the iiiqiuiir)^ before T 
. n ^( Yee^j 4iiil^— iriore .so j . indeed, '* 

: ; ** Mtitt to I— Tike carej oar you. will 
li^get toibcf.ti«d of it; at tbe proper 
ttj»©.— Yoiiio^g^t; tor be^ed at the 
«n4 of aix .^eete." 

..»" I do not think I^abet^d be tiredt 
if. X waei to stiy here six ihcmtbs." 
* '^ Bith, compared with iLqindon, h^fi 
little variety, and so every body. fi^9 

^nt, emtry' fesin . 'For sm-weiksi I 
JJloW Bath is^. i>l4aiant «xdugb; but 

1 4 beyond 
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heyond tfiaty it is the tnost tiresome 
place in the world/ You would he 
told so by people of all descriptions, 
who come regulaxly eTery winter; 
lengthen their six weeks into ten or 
twelve^ and go away at last 1)ecaiise 
<hey can afford to* stay no longer.^' ^ 

" Well, other people must judge for 
themselves, and those who gb to Lon-t 
don may think nothing of' Bath/ ^ But 
I, who live in a small retired village in 
the country, can never find jgreater 
sameness in such a place as this, than 
in my own home;^ for here are « 
variety of amusements, a Tariety of 
things to be seen and done all day 
long, which I can know nothing of 
there." 
- " You are not foiid of the country.** 

" Yes, I am. I have always lived 

there. 



.there, and ^Awzy^hoen .V6ry^'faa{>py. 
But certainly there 19 muph. more 
sameness m t country* life than, in a 
Bath l]fe. One day in the: Country is 
4ex2(ctly like another/* 

^'^ But then yon spend your time 
io much more rationally in the couii«* 

"Doir : ' 

•^^Do you not ?•* 
. •• I do not believe there is'iftuch 
diflference." . 

" Here you are in pui*suit only of 
.amusement all day km^/' 
' " " And so I am at home— oply I do 
not find so much of it. I walk about 
here, and so I do there; — buther^ I 
«ee a variety of people in every street, 
itnd there I cani only go and call on 
Airs. Allen/' 

iS Mr; 
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6* iftnlyf gffrtand eii^!pn'J|»fcw|rfi^l«ft!f 
JberfepsfttecW: if ^^)§b«l>-a f i«|ufe. -^r ip; 
^Ucntuab poftertj^'hli ifosrevj^r ^iw* 
you sink into tYo»il^y»^'}iig3sHi:j^ 
smJk hwtf infsm to my. Y>9U; mrllt • be 

«fob'.t« talk loft fi»th, «iwlofi)f 'ii}L'lAiii( 
you did here," V * 

"Oh! yes- I shall itthjer i>e- in 
want of something totaikiof^ 9g^m to 
JMro;rAWei>i or, afiy^fefedy else. < ♦ I feally 
believe I shall always be' talking of 
'fiatbi .whiffle If imt *t 4¥Hn«' agai»r+-I • do 
like it so very Hw^h. If I could' but 

4 

ibvi pafo^andrnftnunaiaiid the vest of 
itfaem h^re^ I suppose/ 1 «JiQulA be ^09 
tiappy !; Jama's comiijg(my~ €;ldes$ 
Jirather) i». quite iieli^tfuiH^tUBd ^SfPr 

lanlly.M.it tura^ onfe :^lt',tfe4i vety 

family we are just got so intkuMtt \pftu 

•N . i i. '«« I are 



i n$ ) 

v/lx0 can ever be tired of Bath r , 
o* > Noi tho«e ^ho briiig such ;&«ib 
ffeelings bf-e?€ty fi^rtto it> 4s you -ckh 
But popM alid numimafi, '^nd brothcM 
and iatimate friends are a good dtel 
grine by, <to ipbst of the frequenters ctf 
fiath-^and the h<»i6St Mhh of balte 
and plays, and every-day isight^^ iil 
past widi them." 

)« <Hk]!e their c<eni¥6rsation clidsedr tht 
demaaoda, of tkd dance becoming. hoMr 
too importunate >fc»r a divided Mten^ 
tson* 

Soon af^r tiieir reachingthe bottim^ 
of the set> Catherme perceived herself 
t6» be e^^mesily regaipded by a gentte- 
iMili who stood among th6 looketSHdif, 
knmediatdy' behind her partner. He 
uras a very hisindseme man,' of a 'xidat- 

1 6 manding 



"-^ *-. 



( m ) 

taandmg 9«pect, past the. bloon^ but 
not past th^ vigour of life ; and with 
his eye still directed towards her» «be 
saw him presently addresus Mr. Tiltiey 
in a familiar whia^r. Confused by 
his notice, and blushing from the fear 
of its being excited by something 
wrong in her appe^range^ t^, turned 
away her head. But while she did so^ 
the gentleman retres^ed^ and her 
partner coming nearer, said, ^^ I j»ee 
tkait you guess what I Imve just been- 
avked That, gentleman knows, your 
name, and you have a right to kncM^. 
hii* It is General Tilttey, my farther/' 
Catherine's answer was only '^ Ohl-/. 
T-but it.^was ,ai> " Oh !" ^xfwessiBg' 
everything needful; attenticm to bip 
wordSf and perfect relitoc^ an tfaeijr. 
truth. With real in^fest and' stix^lg, 

admi- 
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adin&ratioii ^id'beii ^ye now loUoMr lAit 
Gieneral^ as he nuaved fhrough tht 
crowd, and ^^ How handsome a faniily 
they aife !" was h«r secret remark. 

In ehattui^. with Miss Tiln^y bei- 
fore the evening concluded, a new 
lource of felicity arose to her. ' She had 
nekrfr.taken a <^uhtry Walk since her 
ieurrival in B^th. Miss Tilney, to whom 
all the commonly ^frequented environs 
-were familiar, spoke of them in terms 
which made her all eagerness to know 
them too ; and on lier openly feariitg 
4ihat she mi^t find nobody to gO;Witda 
hery it was proposed by the brothbr 
and sister that they shduld join in a 
WAlk, seme ' momtug x>f other. M I 

m 

jSfhiAl ]ik^ it," she cried,' *^ beyofaifeany 
thivtg in the wi>rld; and dornot let ii» 
put it off-^let- us ga to-morrow/' TMb 

-% ■ Lw was 
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uras vreicfily^ ^agreed .td^' iarithr cn^: a 
firovifia of Miss Tilney 's, that it did 
Botsain, which. Catherine was 3 we it 
would tB0t/i At Jtwielte okrldck^ ^e^ 
^dra ta cHh &£ het in ^idibdB^-srieet 
>"-^«id* "/ iT^mfember-^twelve x/blocki^ 
iwafe'ihicir parting speedi to) her new 
"^luL . Of hcF' dthery hear . oMer^ her 
flMNie. ektMitished Mend, : Isahell»;i^cif 
whose fidelhy> and woh;h she* had > antr 
|o]fed ai fortnight^s experieiicd,..<d^ 
•catcely aaw aiiy tbmg'd«rmg:1te 
^evenaig* Ytt^ . fhoogh longmg: to 
ibajke her acqnainibed! with .hei^ faap- 
|«ii«t8s,(She cheir&Uy sd^mksted: to the 
wiflii iof/MiliMlen^/wlilebit^^ them 
iather . eaxlyvjav^yvVand'jhec sfiiiilte 
idandedr>mthin<^bery as shVdiaic^d in 
iiei^chakiadbtfaei'Wayhon)^^^ ^ 
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.Ths . inprp^, ,bmaght ». very jQJbcr 
l^^ipg.mpi^pg; the ^m H»kmg.o% 
»few e£r4pft^ 4k), appear i and Q^dieriBif 
angjo^ iVjom. ity €V€ry thing.) jnosf; 
favourable to her wish^, lA Itrig^ 
monm^ fPf^^a^lyiip thei year^ €he al* 
lowed would generally turn to rah^ 
biUa,*clowlj^ oae . foretold impromnent 

■ 

ft» Ihe'jda}? adyaficed. She. a^^li^d t^ 
Mr; Allen forf ^nfirmHipn' of |h^ 
hopes, but Mr. Allen n^-^h^^viog^lii^ 
own jikiDs fkvA ba^onleter; ab(H^ htm^ 
declined giving s^EKy^ab^iOlute' promitfp 
•pf ; :W|ishi4lfc^ 'Sbe :applied? too Mrs. 
Allen, and Mrs. Allen's opipiojt Wa^ 
.-nplore positive. : h She h^ fio. ,dotibt 
• . in 
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in the world of its being a very fine 
day, if the elouds would only go off, 
and the sun k«ep out.'' 

At about eleven o'clock however, a 
Few specks of small rain upon the win- 
dows caught Catherine's watchfiil eye, 
and ** Oh ! dear, I do believe it Mali 
he wet;" broke from her in a most de* 
«pondiBg tone. 

" I thought how it would be," said 
Mrs. ^Uen. 

** No walk for me to-day," sighed 
Catherine ; — '< but perhaps it msaf 
come to nothing, or it may hold up 
before twelve." * , 

^^ Perhaps it may, but then, my 
dear, it will be so dirty." 
• " Oh ! that will not signify ; I ne viet 
tninddirt." 

- '* No," replied her friend v^ry pla^ 

cidly, 
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•iflly, *' I' know you never :mind 
dirt/* '" 5 ^ 

After a sliprt pause, " It cdincs* oli 
iaster and fastet !" saM Catherine; ai 
sUe^stDod WtcHihg at a window: 

" So it does indeed^ If it keeps 
tattling, the streets will be very -wet." 

** There are: fotrr oinhreUas up ^ll 
ready. How I hate the sight* i>9'm 

itnibreilar:/ ' ' *^ ^'' - ''- ^ 

:. "They are <lidagreeable things to 

cany. I would louch rather' take a 

ehair at any time^ " ^ :' 

^^ It was such a nice looking iti6rn- 
ing! I felt so c<mviiiced it would' b« 
dry !'* 

" Any body would have thotight sd 
hific^d. 'There will, be veiy few 

people iir the . Puxap-room, if it .raans 

' « 

all the mon&iog. I . hope/Mr. Alien 

wiU 
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iKrill pnt.cm Ilk ^rc^ c*atiwh€»jh^ 
goes, but I dare say he will not,/f<a 
he htid mth^ do nxiy ibmg im.the world 
tba» .walk/Dun. in la great. aMrt;- 1 
wondei: he ahould dislike itviC 'Omatofae 
ao comfortable/' . 

.^Ebe lain^oiltiiiuedr-ikst^ thongbiiot 
hea^t Qatherine iwent eveiy fKte tni- 
iiiit((a to i^le cbc^^ th^ Aening oir.<hi^ 
return that, if it still kept dtt 'rotding 
Miollifyr: 'ive! Iitt»iitej»,i slm iwotild. give 
vp^tb^ ittwiteir asJK^Ieas^' ./ Hhe xAosA 
struck twelve, and it.ratiU; cahiedL^r^ 
^f 3^ wilVnot be abletajgo^iiayilear." 
;. i^hXda notiqnMle'defipaky'et 1 1 iJhail 
not give it up till a quarter kftteor 
twelve* .Th» is>^usb the time bi^diy for 
id'^to oliEsr up^' ahdl doihink iliifaabks 
ttiilattlti hg1prt«iv:-'paiefae,'ii< isitwqn^ 

U .7 give 
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9ivoJ!»/ii^ eodtel^. Ofi! thatwefaoii 
»dr weaither. bete leos thej bad at 
li^doipfaDv or ^t leiat ill TxiMain]? and 
tiieJ9iDath of r Eraiic&&^-4^tbr;iiight thsit 
poor St. Aubin died ! — such jMaotifid 
««reatber r' 
< At ihaJf ptfiit t«»Ue^ :srlmi Gathei- 

i^m^ o^r, oioA osHcJxbiiliiK M 'ioT^n* 

igUmn >of : raridline t0ok: iher 'qi^ito 1^ 
Mi^^*^ ghjEf ifiiokecl ^tiiid; the dMdb 
were parti%/i«Qd' fihe' iaManriyitc^ 
4)d!&ied'tD tife' ^i^d9Wto':watdx oVer 

^?^!iiniiuitt0»i«niF^ nbde lift bertadnx that 
w<br%btc8f te^f itoQJi >(i>i^dP6^(^ed^ ^infi 

clear 
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nkkr Mp.'- . But whether Cadiernie 
dtnight still expa:t hen friends^ whethc^r 
tiiere had not been too much rain ibr 
itf iss Tilney to venture, mu&t yet he !a 
questbn. ^ . ; 

It was too dirty for Mrs. Allea.to 
-occonipaiiy her husband, to the Puinp- 
-room; he accordingly set off by hinif 
mWj and Gaiherine Had ihuely watchfi^ 
himr&xwn i:hc^ street^ when heft notice 
Araacbamed by tibe^apjiTOftc^of the same 
twotipeniiarnageft, eoailaining the ssme 
43iMe people that had ^UrpHzed her w 
much a lew motoings. back. 

^^y Isabella, n)y brother^ and Mn 
<Thorpe, I.;deelaie! They are coming 
ferme perhaps — but I 9haH not: go— ^ 
I camurt. go indeed, for you know 
}dis» Tilney may dtiU oalL" Mrs* .At 
lea agreed to it JehtL Thorpe cwvji 

SOOJft. 
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mon with tliem, and his V0v&6 l^aUl 
Vith them yet sooner^ for on the dtstit^ 
he was* calling out to Miss Morland td 
bequick. ^^ Make haste I make haste r> 
las hfe threw open the door — " pat on 
your hat this moment— ther^ is nd 
time to be lost^Mi^ are goin^ to Bris» 
*oL— How d'ye do, : Mfs. Allen r" i 
' f ' To BHstol ! Is not that a great 
wayoffPr-But, however, I cannot go 
miih you .to^ay, because I. am em 
gaged ; I . expect some friends every 
moment" . This, was of course .vehet- 
ihendy talked .down, as no reason at 
all ; Mts.. Allen was called .oh to *se- 
eond him, and the two others wriked 
in, to give their assistance.^ ." 'My 
sweetest Catherine, i& not. this, delight- 
ful? We shall, have aonoi^ heavenly 
drive. . You are la thank your, brotheir 
' \»> . and 
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mmI I99i£»rthe isk»n)^i:it <^t<»djmi» 

our heads. ^atilH-ca^fiiatrlim^ J v^rUgr 
bdieye t^X /.tbe : same iioataiit ; jaaad . w« 
lihoukii haveb^eu ofF t^im hoMX^ agp.tf 
it had not been for this ^istes^bl^ 
miu But it ^oes^ not signify, jjl^ 
i]iight» are Bwonligi^ a]|4^1v«2i^U dt 
delightfully. OH! I ani insttchaoh 
tasies at tibe. thovghts of. a i little coun- 
tiy air xaA quiet I — mx nmoii better tham 
^ng to :the Lawei' Rooms. WeidiaU 
ibive diDecdy to Clifton jand diuc liiere ; 
«iid, as' soon as dimierria over,, if thoe 
is time for it, go on to 'Kingswesbnu'* 

^^ I doubt itmr being able t^.do so 
snuelv'^ said JMbdand. 

^^ Yon croaking iellow f^ cried 
Thorpe, ^^ we shall be able, to do. ten 
times. more. Kingswc^ton! aye, and 
Blai2e« Castle . too^ and. any thing else 
* . smile) 
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going fifty miles at any time to see.*' 
; ^^« What, idH rettUy a <S*»tle, an old 

' « The^West ia the kingdom. '* 
•" But is it like what one reads of?'^ 
" Exactly-^th^ very same/' 
*^ But ndw reaJiy-^are there tow^rt 

And long galleries?'- ; J 

*^ By doatos.^ 
'^ Then I should like to see it ; but 

I caiiiu)t — —I canilot go.'* 
•*' Not go^^my betevied creature^ 

what do you meanP 
" I cannot go, because'* — — (loi^ing 

down as^ahie spoke, fiwful q£ Isabella's 

"I 



bix)therto call on t^e 4« titJ^^n ^oM^ry: 

twelve, only it rained ;' Igi),^; jQ|jw» 4*^1* 
i^BQ fine; I daresay thfey wjU' be her« 



sottn*" . '^ f. 



; :« NiPt,tb^y. ijideedj" cmi lliflfirpe; 
" for, as we turned into Broad^t^wt^: 
I saw th^wi — does he »bt drive a; ftiac* 
t6ft witb bright cheapijts F; , / » 

" I do' tipt know indeed," _ 

» 

You are talking of t^ejh%ttyou datil^ 
with last night, are not. you ?'^ ; ' 
r «y^." \- , • , ;r ;.:t i ;- •/- 

" Well, r^.^w iiJDtt: at itbat nK»aa/eu( 
^uro.up the I,»^aMo>»^ft-R094— tdt^ing 
a smart-looking girt 'o,/ ' ;• - ' 

" Pidyouil^deed?" . . : ^* 
, '^ Did a upon : my m\Ay kaew faioi 
u. - agaiii 
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kgain dii^ctly, and he seenled to have ' 
got fioide very pretty cattle too." 

" It is very odd ! but I suppose they 
thought it would be too dirty for a 
walk.*' '1' . ; 1 '. 
^' " Apd w<?ll they might, for I nevet 
8aw so much dirt in uiy life. Walk 1 
you could no more walk than you 
eoiild fij ! it has not been- so dirty the 
whole winter ; it is ancle-deep eveiy 
where." ' 

' Isabella conroborated it : — " !^y 
dearest Catherine, you eannot form an 
idea of the «rt ; come, you must go; 
yon cannot refuse going now." 
' f^^ 1 3hould like to see the castle ; but 
may we go all over it ? may we go up 
^very staireaae, Mod inko every suite of 

- •** Yes, '^fs, every hdle aiad itomer.'* 
^oi*, I, K. " But 
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gone out for a» ham till it if idrk^ 
mod cail by amd bj^e ?^ 

^^ Make youradf Jmigri/tliieQe 19 09(9 
danger of that, for I heard Tilney-hoi- 
looiiig to a taan who wsl^ jtisC ^A3sing 
by on liorseback, liiat fhay were goftog 
M far as Wick Rooka." 

» 

^'Then I will. Shall I gc^ M» 
Alleft?" 

" Just as you please, my deaV/' 

** Mrs. illleii, you imMt pemuade tier 
*o go,'*' was tte genemi ciy. Mif. ^Al* 
•Jen was not ina/ttsniiyifc to it?— **^W«U, 
my dear,'^ aaid she,- ^^iitppoie yoU 
gol'*-^Anri^ two >immutt^ 4JMy n^re 
off. ' * ! r ' ' * 

Catlieiiiie^:&diB9i, M' flhe got flute 
the carriage, were in a very UMeliyod 
Btate; diVidtd Ibetwna regret 'f<ir 'the 

.1. 'Joss 
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ib9» of die great plefuaice, mud Urn 
hope of soon. 6BJ4)^iaag^another,. almost 
its ^qutfl4]i degree/ liiowever'^iil^ in 
idnd. She (xwld not tfaiak the Tilne^ 
had 4ct^ quite well byiiea*, ia «^ 
readily giviag vu^ theu* ^eagagefuent^ 
iKritt^out sendiiig: her any message of 
^excuse. It ^^as^now but ah hour later 
diaii the time ^fv?i:ed on^ the begiiw 
-xiingtof their ^aik; aind, in. s^te of 
'what she 'ha4heaid^ 4he prodigious 
•ifteoumulartion of 4irt ipi the ioounse df 
'4faat4i(mt, sftie i^Hld^atiraih her ou^ 
observation help thinking, tliiat 4&^ 
might have gone witfc very Iktie in- 
vconveniencer ; To iirel h^self slighted 
by t&em was very paiitfuL On the 
^^ther haii4 ^ delight of exploring 
•^n>edifiee likeUdolf^Oi as her fancy 
-i^epresented Slaize Castle to be^ was 

k8 such 
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•iich!a counterpoise of good, as might 
toiUK>k her for almbat auy thing. 
' * They passed briiskly down Pultencyr 
street,. and through Laura-place, with- 
x>ut the exchange of many words. 
^Thorpe talked to his horse, and she 
meditated/ by turns, on broken pro- 
mises and broken arches, phiaetons and 
ialse hangings, Tilneys and trap-doors. 
As th^ entered Argyle-biiildings, how- 
«ver^ she, waa wused by this 'address 
from her companion, . " . Wh6 is that 
girl whoilooked. at you so hii^d &.$ she 
went.byr..- ' r ,'. .•;.:..".'. ' , 
- "Who?--where?'' 

" On the right-hand pavemcint—shc 

must be almost out /of ,sight now *' 

C^tlierine lod^d c^und: aid saw 'Mm 

Tildey leaning on hefr bfptber'ii arm, 

. Walking slo\yly down the Street She 

'' :- ' . s -saw 
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saw them both looking back at her^ 
*' Stop, . stop, Mr. Thorpe, she iinpa-^ 
tiently cried, it is MissTilney; it is 
indeed. — How could you -tell me they 
were gone ? — Stop, stop, I will get out 
tfcis moment and go to them." But to 
what purpose did she speaki—Thorpc 
<ipily , lashed his horse into a ■ brisker 
trot ; the lllney s, who had soon ceased^ 
to look after her, were in a moment' 
out of wght round the comer of Laura*, 
place, and in another moment she waa 
herself whisked into the Market-place. 
Still, /however, aiid during the length 
pf another, street, she intreated him to 
stop. "Pray,' pray stop, Mr. Thorpe, 
— I cannot gadn.— -I will not go on.—*. 
I/nmsit go back to Miss Tihiey." . But 
Mr. Thorpe only laughed, smacked 
his yfhipt etcouraged his hoxlse,: made 

k3 ^d 
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odd'noise^^ dnddrdvdoai; andCkthe-' 
lute^ ingty and vexed iA she vraa^ hzt- 
isag. no potrcr of .getthig. a\ra,y, was 
obilged to give bd tiie-pomtaad sub* 
mit He# r^n«4ea, ^e^r, w^ 
Bdt ^£ired. " Hdw couid you deceive 
me sd,i Mr. Thorpe r-^How coiiW^dw 
say^ ibat you saw tStieisi AvtHvigisp 
the IjSLidawii-road>'f-nI 1100^ nci&hstotr 
bad it taip|)di » for titi^\miM.-^Tkef 
Boust thinlc it so itimge] so midir 
of mef tb go by Ihtmi^ teb> iridiiMitT 
asyiiig a ^oMI Yoii'dd liotkHotr 
b6w . Vextd I aundu-^I slndb fas^e iikf 
pleasiii^e at Clifito^ ndt iilr any tfamgp 
ehe« I had'xather, teirthoBiaind tiasclr 
r«^p get oati no^, and walk back 'te- 
thc^i. How cowld yoti say, yo<t «aw? 
Aeibdrrringodtittk phaeton?" Hibrp*^ 
dtftidQdhiaidelf ^'csyyistottf^, dsclmred^ 
I ' J -be 
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be had netet seen tmo men so niuclt 
^ke in bis Ufe^ and would faaurdly gir^ 
up the point of its havii^ been Tilne^r. 
hittuelf; 

Their diXTe, eirenirhen this subject 
was av9t, W9S not likely to be verjr 
stgtisesble. CjKditeims's. cooopki^dncQ 
m^ ix> leog»r ^Ua£ it hod beea hi 
ifaeur farmte noB^i She Ustsned le* 
factatifely;. dnd her ceplies were sfaort*^ 
Biane Castle remanxfid Ixer only com^ 
ftvi i toiritrdS' rAtfrfy she stiU looked at 
ntefisals: wiA phasuie ; thoogh rather 
tUto: be di«afp«iiiied Df tiie promisal 
mlk, 4aMi esp^ciaily rather than be 
thought iU of by the Tilncys, she 
imuidi wilisBgly have grvtsn up all the 
happness .which. its wails could supply 
•i^tiieJiappiiien of a progress through 
a long suite of lofilfy rooms^ exhibiting 

k4 the 



tfie remains of magntficent fbiiuture, 
though now for many years deserted-r 
the happiness of being stopped in their 
way along narrow, winding vaults, by 
aJow, grated door; or* even of having 
their lamp, their onLy lainp,extingui^ 
td by a sudden giisit of wind, and of 
being left in total. darkaessJ In tim 
meanwhile, they proceeded on theif 
journey without any mischanoe ; and 
were within . view of the ^ t6wn of 
Keynshahi, when a; halloo from Moiy 
land, who was bebinfi them> made jhui 
friend pull up, to know what wi& lUt 
matter. The others then came dose 

• » 

enough for conversation, and Mdrland 
laid, ''We had better go bafik,Thoqw{ 
it; is too late to go on. ti>»dity; yoof 
mster . thinks so . as weU as I. Wedbave 
been exactly an teur .coming fxm^i 

. >• Pulteney- 
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Pulteiiey*stree1^ very little ihote thin 
Beven miles ; and, I suppose, we havt 
at least eight more to go. It will never 
do. We set out a great deal tao late. 
We had much better put it off till 
another day, and turn round." - 

^^ It is all one tome/' repUed Thorpe 
n^er angrily^; and instantly turning 
hia^ horse, they were on their way back 
t»Bath. 

^^ If your brother had not got sudi 
a'4 — ^ beast to drive,'! said he soon 
afterwards^ ^ we might have done it 
Wry Well. My bdrse would have trotted 
flo Clifton within the hour, if left to 
himself, and I have almost broke my 
arm ni^th pulling him in to that cursed 
broHen-winded jade's' pace. Morland 
ifii a fo^ for not keeping a horse and 
fig of his own^^- ^ 
- ^ kS <* No, 



^ I 
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ipanillyf " for: I wnt s}Im he^ ^o^ldtttp*-' 

: ^ Because fa«hMi)(>t) nitoi^eti0i{gh..- 
" And Wh@se fault ifc that ?" 

r **NobDdy'»^tha«>lkiiwrofc" Thorpe^ 
llmft raid soinetfaitig in ^^ loud, kito*' 
bferei&t way to^^hi^ b^ had oftai' i^** 
course, about its being a dr— r- tldngf 
td" b« nataeriy ; aAd that if peopii wixo 
P(^bdiii Aibiiey i^Uld not a^Sbrd^hinlp^ 
h^ did not knptr who could j wtni^ 
Catherine did aot ey^ aid^^^sour .^ 
understand DimppoiiktiBd ^ l^hai 
wa$ td haVe beeti tfac C9ii8ola1l0& l!ir 
ller first disappdinttaleiit, she Vm ls9a 
ind lets dwpoeed other to lie.««^ 
iMe hersdf^ or to find bar eokn^iiBtoii 
so; and they returned to^ Fulteney^ 

. ■ . r. T street 



. ' A^- 4]# ^ib»^ th€ iimiiie, the foot*. 
oiati teld/toer^ that 4i; gniHitleiiiati audi 
ladf l)[i|d Oallcit miad itiq her a 

few tniitiitaift aiier her setting^off ; that» 
ipte»he't6t(i^emd[ie was gone out 
^di Mri Thofpev ^e lady had askect 
wfaediei? aft^ ineflstg^lUMi be^ left ^ 
hay; and on hia^ ^yb^ no^ had felt 
Ibr a eaid, but daid ^fae had noae about 
kmv aadiwifttavray. Fonderiag o'eef 
tiiesa faesirtrileiidiiig tidings, Catbeiine 
uralked slowly vUpr stairs. At the hiead 
MP them flbe* waa Bi€t by Mr* Alien, 
usix^ on heanng the maon of their 
^eedy return, said^ ^^ I am glad your 
lirothec.had so much senae ; I am glad 
you; are comeback. It was a irtrai^e; 
wild^scfaem^;'' 

k6 They 



•. Tkey ail s^nt the 6y€mng.\ogtihm 
at Thorpe's. Catherine was distiuslpttd 
aad ;6ut of epmtfe ; .Imt Isidiell^. weilled 
tio find a poc^; of ^ecanqiierie; In ithfi 
ifote of which she shared/ byiprivitb 
partnership with MdrlaiUJi b>, very good 
univalent for this qui^ti ;4»d lO^wtrir 
air of an inlx at, ClijPton* iHer . sa^i» 

R<:k>nis, wasiispcdj^en ino9*e than .onc& 
'' H6w I pity the: poor tteBL^te$ tilwt 

» 

are gokig there! ,How. giad I. mn th«l 
I am not amongst them.!^ :3:.#andei 
whether it will he ^ . Ihxll ball or bofe^l 
They have not bi^un dtnoiiig. yet i2 
woaldnothe tiiere for.ail.thewpddr 
It is so delightful to have an «rv^XHflg 
now and then to o(Desel£ I; daK sc^ 
^t will not be a very good ball. I :kn0w 
the MitcheUs will not be ther^ I am 

sure 



ttre Ipify evtty iKxlytlftat kk But I 
dftre loy, Mr. Morkiiil, you lo&g^ to be 
«t iiy dp lu^ you ^ I am sure yov do^ 
Welly . poiy do^ not let knybody faer« 
be a restraint ou you^* I daie say we 
oottld do very 'wett without you^ but 
Toa.inenl think yours^es of such oni* 
tQiqi«entreL".' ^v I , .• /j': ... ; 

I \ Galhdrini eoiild aliMstr l>ave accused 
jBabella • of being wanting in tender-* 
ness towards herself and her sorrows; 
Ml rmfi httle did they appear to' dwell 
Qiiiber minfl/aiU so very, inadtt}Uati^ 
was ithe: comffMt' sfae^ offered. 'M)o 
not' bC; w jdfQlU^my deareit ereature," 
sh^wlnspetitdJ t j ^^.Yaqr will quite bteak 
myimrtl. . : U wiuDamaziti^y sbodcing 
to.: be. sure-; but the Tilneys were en* 
tirely to blame. Why were not they 
more punctual ? It was dirty, indeed, 
" . ' II ^ but 
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lixxjti ithatdid <lhatjngii]fy? I uA tarn 
IcSm and I jihould not have numded iL 
I tycNW n^tnd goii^g throt^anjhtfaiiigv 
whftke a friend is ooacemed? thit ii 
my dttpositioii, and John is just 'the 
«iiiie ; he baa amazing tittoog fyseJabggj 
Geod heavens! vkat a ddi^tfui fasMt 
you have got ! Kings, I vow I 1 nei^sf 
Iras so happy m my \ihi I "ffwild 
fifty times ra^r you should faavt them 
than myself."* 

. Avd now I may distiibs itiiy heraiMi 
to the decpless coudoiii whidli is the 
true heroine^s portion j to a; pilioir 
^tKwed ^itk^MQisand wet wMi tears. 
Assl lucky nwy she think heiself, if 
9he get another good mght'SfMtia 
the coumeof tiie neirt three wailias.^^^ 



CHAP- 
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^] M'BAs Ai^e;^)" said Catberiae th« 
Bfi^Kt nii>nH9gy ^^ will there be ^y 
hana iSi n>y calli&g on Mm Ti^ncy to^ 
day? I shall not be .easy till I hav«( 
QKpUiiied every thing." 
. ^^ Q9 by.all meansj my dear; only^ 
put on a white gown; MissTilaey 
always w«|p white." 
; Catheclae cbeerfiilly complied ; an4 
h&ng. pr<i|»erly equipped, was xmut 
impatimt than evei: tobe ajt tbePiusih 
iepnit that $he might iiAfttfiti herself of 
Q^atral Tii««y's lodgi^ag^. for though 
•h^bf^f^i^ they were in^ilsc^^dtr^ 
she yraa not cert^n of the house^^ and 
Mrsi Allen's wavering convictioais oi^y 

made 
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made it more doubtful. To Mil8oai% 
street she was directed ; and havis^ 
made herself pe^ect in the number, 
hastened away with eager steps and a 
Heating heart to pay her visit, ^srplftiu 
her €<mduct, and be forgiven ; trippings 
li^tly through the church-yard, asid* 
resolutely turning away her ey^s, that 
she might not be obliged to see her 
beloved Isabella and her , dear £e^ 
mily, who, she had reason t6 believe^ 
were in a shop hard by. She teached* 
the- house, without any impediment, 
looked at the number, knocked at tlw^ 
door, and inquired for Miss Tilney. 
The man believed Miss Tilney to be 
at.home, bvrt was not quitfe "ceiTtafn^ 
Would she be pleased. to send np her 
name? She gave her caid. In a few 
minutes thcservsititt^turAed, and with 

a look 



( m ) 

r lobkiwlitch did not quite confirm hk 
words, said he had been mistaken, fof 
that Miss Tilniey ^was walked out; 
Cafhenm^ with' ar blush of mortifiea^ 
ticmj left. the house. She ifeit almosf 
jMrsuaded tfait Mias ^ Tilney toas , at 
home, and too much ofi^nded to admii 
her ;' ^dfaa bhe Retired down tbe street^ 
ccfuld tiotiwithkoid^ (ine. glance* atliui 
dniwing*-! oofh wlndbsfrs^^in expeetatioii 
of seeing lier there, but no one'appear«« 
ed «at ' t&enk ,^At.>ilie ibotton/ of the 
•treei^<1ioirever,ishe looked baek^ agaii^ 
and Asen^ nottatla wmldW', but iamiiq; 
iixta the /d^or,^ tthe mw Jiliss ;Tilae]it 
tiecsdf. . She waa ibUowed- by a. geor 
tlemail,' wlKim. Catherine. betievM: td 
be faer^thet^itnil ith^ turned ; MfK tiof 
.wardsi £dg^Vfa»ildiAgs.r /Catbeiii»i 
ia.deep niocdficatien; ^proeeeded on bee 

way. 



/ > 
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Mftf afc raehanp^ iiiiciyaJaty ; Imtahi 

TamtttkiKed)lMt own: igtiwaaer^ . SAlA 
kanra^ not ho^ suck mn^d&sttct. as Isfflt 
lugfat^be ekfised by the Imwsi of woeM^ 

iBidjf noote^ wktl) i%mm# fif JMdbtuM 
in tctiQ»:itr' imighib ju6% j«n^ hsk 

. Di^otodiiBd humbled, sfeftudcvte 
loiae: tiMigfa±i[ «f niit.geini^'Mfitb jlle 
«riAmiiix>:jae thdu^ tfaiKt^iiigfatfbiaiik 
SBUft he^QtfSbMMd tliftt th^' were nnbof 
ks^ Gontiimiioe: fas she sooniXHopIf 
hdctbAy in tbeibrtt place^ tbat sheimis 
ifektauii • ajtv^ excuie .fQS:€itayhig;' ai 
Ifxmtt; and, in td^ie scd»d^ thaft it was 
z play she wantfd Tei^pinmoh: to aee4 

To 
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Ta the ^€BJbrt.-mooo96aaigly tliey ail 
irenfc y 116 Tibiejrs af>peand[ t^ plague 
«T ptease btf ;/afai0ii«tQ[te tiiat, aniangsf 
tbft inany perfectkiitt of the family, a 
SokLdmksi^ jda^ Wosnotto'beirftiidkfid; 
bot ]|iei^^ itwM bGcame they wne 
l^stMcdwted: ta/ the fimrftrfonliaiiceif of 

tl»iD|f:dstr^ 'tlwkQid: ^ ^uitehofsid^^ 
She: Waf wit dctehosd nv hor swa cx^ 
pM^attion 0£ pMsusef tbe ofionnly id 
weft MspeiicMd bw^csi' tliAt UD lav^ 
irtJienring hw duriag thfe lii^ .few 
a^ vouM have wq^pteeAsliehad aigr 
wr^t^edHesir libocrt hev. (hi titee W 
g4»ihig 0# ^ fiftis^ however, ^ 4utU 
deli vi^w of l^.'H^^y Til^ey and 
hiiB fkth^^ jbm»sig a party in: the opp<i* 
8t«e bos!) itiCH^idhetr to ai»i»^'«tid dki>^ 

tress. 
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txcssk The stage could no longer ex* 
cite genuine lAeniment— no longer 
keq) her whole attention. £very other, 
look upon an avei'age was directed 
towaxde the. opposite hoi; and, for tli^ 
space of two entire soepes, dul sh^ 
thus watch Henry Tiluey, without 
being once able to cat^ his eye. No 
Umger should he b^ ^uapected of : indif* 
ference for a play ; hts 'notice was ne- 
ver withdrawn from the stage during 
two whole scenes* At length,, how- 
ever, he did: look towards her^ and he 
bowed— ^but su^ a bow ! ik) smile, 
« no continued observance attended it ; 
his eyes were unmediately returned to 
their former directic^. . Catherine waa 
restle^ly inlserajyiEf; . shte icoujd almo^ 
have run: mundi to the box hi which he 
rt, ; aiul ibiicfid. biro to, bea?. ber expla- 

nation. 
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nation. . £\eeiiiigs rather natural tfaaa 
heroic pdssessed her'; instead of oonsi-r 
delving her . own dignity injured by 
this ready condemnation — ^instead of 
proudly' resolving; in' conscious inno-t 
cence, to skew her resentment towardi 
him who could harbour a dotibt of it, to 
leave to him all the trouble of seeking 
an explanation, and to enlighten him 
on the past only by avoiding his sights 
or flirting with somebody else, she took 
to herself all the shame, of misconduct: 
or at least of its appearance, and was 
only eager for an opportunity of ex- 
plaining its cause. « 

The. play concluded— the curtain 
fell — Henry Tilney was ho IdU^er t6 
be seen where he < had hitherto sat but 
his father remairted, . and })erhaps he 
might be now Gomi|ig . rpand; to^fheir 

box. 
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fau. .'.'She wa» -fight; mit few iaii* 
Hfttas. ho iappeare^r ^suul^ i»aki|tig his 
way 'through the then tbiimug^ rdwn^ 
apokemdi4ike eaim pc»liteness ti> Mrs. 
Aikn and her iTiend.-<*^ot wit]b 4uoh 
cahianeis^ was he answered by 4ft>e hd> 
ter: ** Oh! Mr.Tiliiey, I barvc heen 
iSpaite wild to sfe^k to you, sod' make 
my s^poiogies. You muat ha^e theught 
me so rude ; but indeed it* was: tmt my 
own faulty— was k, Mrs. Allen? X)id 
jtot they tell me that Mr. Tilaey and 
his sister were goueout in & {Ataeton 
4»getherP and^en whateouU I iio? 
But I had ten thousand thnes rather 
have been with you ; now had ooiot I, 

^' Jy[y 'dear, you tumble my ^gown,* 
wias Mm. ^^Uen's reply. 

Her assvranee, iMwtwtf ataiadifig 

sole 
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it brought a. iiof^e cari^Ua]^ &i^ n^tmii 
«Bib hito.4iis^cnra4^ai»^ :4ad he m- 
;|4kd\in a ttmel irbioh iretoixrcd only a^ 
iJittte a&xsked^ riaerve:: — " Wewew 
^omdi oiiliged to yoiL at . aoy rate for 
wishmg lis a pleasant walk after our 
pasaing y ott m Argyte-$tee«t : ycwi wene 
jBoikindtaa fo look back on parpote^': 

f ^ But indead I did not wisb yau a 
pleasant walk; I nevarthoiigbt of wch 
:a.tlnitg; but I begged Mr. Tkor^ <$0 
^smntsAy to step; I callod ant to him 
as soon as ever I saw you.; n^w, Mn. 

.Alien, did not- Ob ! you weie not 

tbenp; but indeed: I did; a^d, i£ Mr. 
Thorpe .wouid wJy hijve ^toppe4> I 
would hxw jump^outdnd run lifter 
you. ; , 

. larrthiQae^a ifem^jr in tte world who 
i. could 



tioBi ? Henry Tilney at least was not. 
With a ydt i^w^ter simle^ he said every 
4;h|hg>ttiat need Be' said oti faisr s&ter's 
concem,^ regret, and dependence on 
Catherine's honour. — ^'Oh ! do oot say 
Miss Tilney was not a^gry,'- crkd Ca- 
Jiheriiie, '^ because I : know she was ; 
for die woi^ldtibt seeme this moniiiig 
"when I called; I saw bnr walk out of 
the house the next miaiite af^t: my 
(leaving it; I was hurt/ but'I wakinot 
^affrcmted. Perlmps yo«i did not know 
I had be^n^there:" . , e : _ . 

^* I was not wi^tn at die time,' but 
•I' heard of it irom^ Eieanofr, and- ^hfo 
Sias b^^n wilrhiag tiV&t since 4k) 9ee you, 
to explam the reasqn of ^txih ^incivi- 
lity ; but perhaps I can do it as wel^. 
It was nothing inore thaaillBU; toy fa* 
'— ^ thcr 
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walk out, and he being hurried for 
^time, and not caring to have it put off, 
made a point of her lieing denied. 
ITiat was all, I do assure yeu, . She was 
very much vexed^ and meant to make 
her apology as soon as possible." 

. Catherine's mind was greatly eased 
by this information, yet a something 
of solicitude remiained, from which 
sprang the following questidn, tho- 
rmighly artless in itself,. though rather 
distressing to the gentleman : — " But; 

^^^_ » • ' 

Mr. Tilney, why were ycu less gene- 
rous than your sister? If she felt 
such confidence in my good intentions, 
9iid could suppose it to be only a mis- 
take, why should you be so ready to 
take offence ?" 

« Me !— I take offence !" 

* 

VOL. I. i< " Nay, 



s 
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'* Nny^ I «w si|i» by ywir- l«9jk» 
when you came iato tftie feox, yam 

were angry," 

" I 9BgFy ! I coulfd hftve no. rigjbtr" 

" WdU »obody wqm14 bftxe thought 
you had no yight whia saw yqur fao€i.'' 
He replied by asking her to m%kt 
room foi: him, and talking of thft play. 

He r^n^am^ with them son^ tin^» 
md was <»ily too ^gf^paUi^ for Cathp- 
lin? to be content<3d when he w^nt 
awayr Before tbc^y parted, however, 
jt was agreed th^t the prcgeqted walk 
should be taken as sooi^ as pos^hte ; 
and, setting aside the misc^ry of hi» 
quitting their box, she wajik ^pon. ^ 
whole, left one of the happiest c»ea* 
t^reft in. the world. 

While talking to each otjuflt ,. sbeJxui 
observed with some si}r]»da@) tihat John 

Thoupe, 
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Thorpe, who wa« never in the ataat 
part of the house for ten minutes Uh 
getber, was engaged in conversatida 
with General Tilney; and she felt 
«omething more than surprize, when 
the thought she could perceive herself 
the object of their attention and dis^* 
course. What could they have to say 
of her ? She feared General Tilney 
did not like her appearance : idie found 
it was implied in his preventing her 
admittance to his daughter, rather than 
postpone his own walk a few minutes* 
" How ^ came Mr. Thorpe to know 
your father ?" was her anxious inqiury^ 
as she pointed them out to her compa^ 
nion. He knew nothing about it; 
but his fatiher, like every military tmUt, 
had a very large acquaiotatice. \ 

* When the entertainment was oyei, 

L 2 Thorpe 
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•Thorpe came to assist them in getting 
out. Catherine was the immediate 
object of his gallantry ; and, while 
they waited in the lobby for a chair, 
he prevented the inquiry which had 
travelled from her heart almost to the 
tip of her tongue, by asking, in a 
consequential manner, whether she 
had seen him talking with General 
Tilney : — " He is a fine old fellow, 
upon my soul ! — stout, active — ^looks 
as young as his son. I have a great 
regard for him, I assure you : a gentle- 
man-like, good sort of fellow as ever 
lived." 

" But how came you to know him?'* 
" Know him ! — There are few peo- 
ple much about town that I do not 
know. I have met him for ever at 
the Bedford; and I knew his face again 

to-day 
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to-day the moment he came into the 
billiard-^room. One of the best players 
we have, by the bye ; and we had a 
little touch together, though I was al- 
most afraid of him at first : the odds 
were five to four against me ; and, if I 
)iad not made one of the cleanest 
strokjes that perhaps ever was made 

in this world ^I took his ball ex* 

actly but I could not make you 

understand it without a table ; — how- 
ever I did beat him. A very fine fel- 
low ; as rich as ^ Jew. I i^hould like 
to dine with him ; I dare say he gives 
famous dinners. But what do you 
think we have been talking of? — You. 
Yes, by heavens! — ^and the General 
thinks you the finest girl in Bath." * 
" Oh ! nonsense ! how can you say 

so?" ^ 

^^ And what do you think I said?" 

h3 (lowering 
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(lowering his voice) " Well doney 
General, said I, I am quite of youf 

« 

mindn" 

Here Catherine, who was much lesi 
gratified by his admiration than by 
General Tilney's, was not sorry to be 
called' away by Mr. Allen. Thorpe^ 
however, would see her to her chair, 
and, till she entered it, continued 
the same kind of delicate flattery, hi 
spite of her entreating him to have 
done. 

That General Tilney, instead of 
disliking, should admire her, wfts verf 
delightful ; and she joyfully thought^ 
that there was not one of the family 
(whom she need now fear to jneet— *- 
The evening had done nKxre, much 
more, for her, than could have be^i 
expected. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

MoNDAT, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday have now 
passed in review before the reader; the 
events of each day, its hopes and fears, 
mortifications and pleasures have been 
3eparatdy stated, and the pangs of 
Sunday only now remain to be de- 
bribed, and close the week. The 
Clifton scheme had been deferred,, liot 
relinquished^ and on the aftemoon^s 
Crescent of this day, it was brought 
forward again. In a private consul- 
tation between Isabella and James, thc- 
former of whom had particularly set 
her heart upon going, and the latter 
no less anxiously placed his upon 

h 4 pleasing 
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pleasing her, it was agreed that, pro-' 
vided the weather were fair, the party 
should take place on the following 
morning; and they were to set off 
very early, in order to be at home i» 
good time. '/The affair thus deterrain- 
ed, and Thorpe's approbation secured^ 
Catherine only remained to be apprized 
of it. She had left them for a few 

« 

minutes to speak to Miss Tilney. la 
that interval the plan was completed^ 
and as .soon as she came again, her 
agreeinent was demanded ; but instead 
of the gay acquiescence expected by 
Isabella, Catherine looked grave, was 
very sorry^ but could not go. The 
engagement which dnght to have kept, 
her from joining in the former attempt, 
would make it impossible for her to 
accompany theni now. . She had that 
V • ' moment 
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moment settled With Miss Tilney to 
take their promised walk to-morrow ; 
it was quite determined, and she woiild 
not, upon any account, retract. But 
that she must and should retract, was 
instantly the eager cry of both the 
Thorpes ; they must go to Clifton to- 
morrow, they would not go without 
her, it would be nothing to put oiF a 
mere walk for one day" longer, and 
they would not hear of a refusal. 
Catherine was distressed, but not sub- 
dued. " Do not urge me, Isabella. 
I am engaged to Miss Tilney. I cannot 
go." This availed nothing. The same 
arguments assailed 'her again; she 
must go, she should go, and they 
WQuld not'hear of a refusal. " It would 
be so easy to tell Miss Tilney that you 
had just been reminded of a prior en- 

^^ > gagementj 
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^gageinent, and must only beg to put 
off the walk till Tuesday." 

" No, it would not be easy* I could 
not do it There has been no prior 
engagement." But Isabella became 
only more and more urgent; callii^ 
an her in the most affectionate manner; 
addressing her by the most endearing 
names. She was sure her dearest, 
iweettst Catherine would not seriously 
refuse such a trifling request to a friend 
who loved her so dearly. She knew 
her beloved Catherine to have so feel- 
ing a hearty so sweet a temper, to be 
60 easily persuaded by those she loved. 
But all in vain; > Catherine felt herself 
tabe in tliC'right, and though pained 
by such tender, such flattering suppli* 
catjoQ, could not allow it to influence 
her. Isabella then tried Another me* 

thod. 



Ibod. !%e r^^proachad h^ with having 
faore afFection fw Miss Tijiiey, thoi^h 
$be had kmown her so 4ittle a while, 
than fer her best and oldest iriendd ; 
with being grown cold and indifferenty 
in sliort, towards herself. ^^ I cannot 
help being jealoua, Catherine, when I 
we myself sli^ted for strangers, I, 
who love you so excessively ! When 
once; my affections are placed^ it is not 
in the pow^ of zny thing to change 
them. But I bdieve my feelings are 
a^trbnger than, any body's; I am s^re 
they are tjoo strong for my own peace; 
and to see myself supple^ted in your 
friendslpdp by stmngers, does cut me to 
the quick, I own; These Tilney s seem 
to swallow up every thing else." : * 
Catherine thought this reproach 
equally jstrange and unkind. Was it 

L 6 the 
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the part of a fHend thus to expose 
her feelings to the notice of others? 
Isabella appeared to her ungenerous 
and selfish, regardless of every thing 
but her own gratification. These pain- 
ful ideas crossed her mind, though she 
said nothing* Isabella, in the mean- 
while, had applied her handkerchief 
to her eyes; and Morland, miserable 
at such a sight, could not help saying, 
" Nay, Catherine, I think jro'u cannot 
Stand out any longer now. The sacri- 
fice is not much ; and to oblige such a 
friend — I shall think you quite unkind, 
if you still refuse." 

This was the first time of her bro- 
ther's openly siding against her, and 
anxious to avoid his displeasure, she 
proposed a compromise. If they would 
only put off their scheme till Tuesday, 

which 
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•which they might easily do, as it de- 
pended only on themselves, she could 
go < with them,- and every feody might 
then be satisfied. But " No, no, no !" 
was the immediate answer ; " that 
could not be, for Thorpe did not know 
that he might not go to town on Tues-^ 
day." Catherine was sorry, but could 
do no more ; and a short silence ensued, 
which was broken by Isabella ; who in 
a voice of cold resentment said, " Very 
well, then there is an end of the party. 
If Catherine does not go, I cannot: I 
cannot be the only woman. I would 
not, upon any account in the world, do 
so improper a thing." 

" Catherine^you mustgo,"said James. 
: ** But why cannot Mr. Thorpe drive 
one of his other sisters? I dare say 
either of them would like to go." 

" Thank 



. « Thwxk ye^^* cried Thorpe, " but I 

did not come to Badi to drive my mtet^ 

.about^ and look ' like a fool* No, if 

you do not go, d me if I do. I 

only go for the sake of driving you." 
, " That is a compliment which gives 
me no pleasure/' Bat her wordsivere 
lost on Thorpe, who had tuned abrupt* 
ly away. 

I'he three others still continued to^ 
gether, ^walking in a most uncomfort* 
^aUe manner to poor Catherine ; some^ 
limes not a word was said, sometimes 
she was again attacked with supplica* 
tions or reproaches, and her arm was 
still linked within Isabella's, though 
liseir hearts were at war. At due mo- 
ment she was softened, at another 
irritated; always distressed, but always 
steady. 

"I did 
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*^ I did not think you had been 
ao obstinate, Catherine/' said James; 
^ you were iiot used to be so hard to 
persuade ; you once Veie the kindest^ 
best-tempered of my sisters." 

^' I hope I am not less so. now/' she 
replied, very feelingly ; " but indeed 
I cannot go. If I am wrong, I am do- 
ing what I believe to be right." 

" I suspect/' said Isabella, in a low 
voice, " there is no great struggle." 

Catherine's heart swelled ; she drew 
away her arm, and Isabella made, no 
opposition. Thus pa^d a long tea 
minutes, till they were again joined by 
Thorpe, who coming to them with 
a gayer look, said, " Well, I have set- 
tled the matter, and now we may all 
go to-morrow with a safe conscience* 
I have been to Miss Tilney, and made 
your excuses," ; 

<' You 
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" You have not !" cried Catherine." 

" I have, upon my souL Left her 
this moment. Told-hcr you had sent 
ipe to say, that having just recollected 
a prior engagement of going to Clif- 
ton with us to-morrow, you {!0uld not 
have the pleasure of walking with her 
till Tuesday. She said very well, Tues- 
day was just as convenient to her; so 
there is an end of all our difficulties. — 
A pretty good thought of mine — hey ?'* 

Isabella's countenance was once 
more all smiles and good-humour, and 
James too looked happy again. 

" A most heavenly thought indeed ! 
Now, my sweet Catherine, all our dis- 
tresses are over; you are honourably 
acquitted^ and we shall have a most 
delightful party." 

" This will not do," said Catherine ; 
" I cannot submit to this. I must run 

after 
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after Miss Tikiey directly and set hef 
right." 

Isabella, however^ caught hold . of 
one hand j Thorpe of the other ; and 
remonstrances poured in from all three. 
Even Jaines was quite angry. When 
every thing was settled, when Miss 
Tilney herself said that Tuesday would 
suit her as well, it was quite ridiculousy 
quite absurd to • make any further ob-^ 
jection. 

: ** I dp not care, Mr. Thorp6 had no 
business, to invjent any such message* 
If I had thought it right to put it off, 
I could have spoken to Miss Tilney my-, 
§elf. , This . is only doing it in a ruder 
way ; and how do I' know that Mr.' 
Thorpe has. — ^he may be mistaken 
again perhaps ; he led me into one act 
of rudeness by his mistake on Friday. 

Let 
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Let me go, Mr. Thorpe ; Isabella, do 
not hold me.'' 

Thorpe told her it would be in vain 
to go after the Tilneys ; they were 
turning the comer into Brock-street, 
when he had overtaken them, and were 
at home by this time. 

« Then I will go after them,'' said 
Catherine ; " wherever they are I will 
go after them. It does not signify 
talking. If I could not be persuaded 
into doing what I thonght wrong, I 
«ever will be tricked into it." And 
with these wotxb she broke away and 
hurried ofE ITiorpe would have darted 
after her, but Morland withheld himr 
** Let her go, let her go, if she will go. 
She is as obstinate as — ^ 
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Thorpe never finished the simile, for 
it could hardly have been a ptoper one^ 

Away 
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Away walked Catherine in great 
agitation, as fast as the crowd would 
permit her, fearfiil of being pursued, 
yet detennined to persevere. As she 
walked, she reflected on what had 
passed. It was paiilful to her to dis^ 
appoint and displease them, particu-' 
larly to displease her brother; but she 
could not repent her resistance. Set«. 
ting her own inclination apart, to have 
fiiiled a second time in her engagement 
to Miss Tilney, to have retracted a 
pxomise vc^untarily made only five 
minutes before, and on a ialse pretence 
too, must have been wrong. She had 
Aot been withstanding them on selfish 
principles alone, she had not consulted 
merely her own gratification; that 
might have been ensured in some de- 
gree by the excursion itself, by seeing 

Blaize 
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filaize Castle ; no, she had attended to 

' s. 

what was due to others, and to her 
own character in their opinion. Her 
conviction of being right however wa^ 
not enough to restore her composure, 
till she had spoken to Miss Tilney she 
could not be at ease ; and quickening 
her pace when she got clear of th«f 
Crescent, she almost ran over the re** 
maining ground till she gained the to]i 
of Milsom-street. So rapid had beeil 
her movements, that in spite of the 
Tilneys' advantage in th^ x>utset, they 
were^bttt just turning into their lodg- 
ings as she came within view of them ; 
and the servant still remaining at the 
open door, she used only the ceremony 
of saying that she mujst speak with 
Miss Tilney that moment, and hurry- 
ing by him proceeded up stairs. Then, 

opening 
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<3>pening the first door before her, which ^ 
happened to be the right, she im- 
mediately found herself in the draw- 
ing-room with General Tilney, his 
son and daughter. Her explanation, 
defective only in being — ^from her ir- 
ritation of nerves and shortness of 
breath— UQ explanation at all, was in- 
stantly given. " I am come in a great 
hurry — It was all a mistake — I never 
promised to go — I told them from the 
.first I could not go. — I ran away iti a 
great hurry tp explain it. — I did not 
care what you thought of me. — I would 
not stay for the servant." 

The business however, though not 
perfectly elucidated by this speech, 
soon ceased to be a puzzle. Catherine ' 
found that John Thorpe had given the 
message; and Miss Tilney had no 

scruple 



( «8 ) 

scrapie in owning herself greatly sar- 
prized by it. But whether her In'other 
had still exceeded her ia reseatmenti 
Catherine, though she iastinctively 
addressed herself as much to one as to 
the other in her vindication, had no 
means of knowing. Whatever might 
have been felt before her arrival, her 
eager declarations immediately made 
every look and sentence as friendly as 
;8he could desire. 

The aifair thus happily settled, she 
was introduced by Miss Tilncy to her 
father, and received by him with such 
ready, such solicitous politeness as 
recalled Thorpe's information to her 
mind, and made her think with plea- 
fiuce that he might be sometimes de* 
■ pended on. To such anxious attbntion 
'ivaa the geneml's civility caniedi ^h$A 

not 
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upt aware of her extraordinary awift* 
necM^ in entering the house, he wa$ 
quite m^gty with the servant whqse 
Mglect had reduced her to open the 
4Qor of tb^ ^artment herself. " What 
4id WiUiam. mean by it? He should 
loake a point of inquiring into the 
Qxatter/' And '\f Catherine bad oot 
m^ warmly n^e^ted hia innocence, it 
•eemed likely that WiUiam would Ipse 
the favour of hi$ mafSter for ever, if 
not his. plgce, by her rapidity. 

After sitting wijth them a quarter of 
an hour, she lose.to take leave, and 
was tl^^^i inost agreeably surprized by 
.General Tilney^s aiki^g her if. ^he 
would do h^s daughter the honour of 
dining and spending t^e rest of the 
4ai> >»ith h^.. Miss Tilney ^ddejd .|)er 
own wishes* Catherine was greatly 

obliged ; 
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obliged ; but it was quite ctet of htr 
power. Mr. and Mrs, Allen would • 
expect her Imck every moment, 'the 
general declared he could say no more; 

■ 

the claims of Mr. and Mrfe^ Allen were 
not to be superseded; but on some 
other day he trusted, when longer 
notice could be given, they would not 
refuse to spare her to her friend. " Oh, 
no; Catherine was sure they would not 
have the least objection, and She should 
have great pleasure in coming.** The 
general attended her himself to the 
street-door, saying every thing gallant 
as they went down stairs, admiring' 
the elasticity of her walk, which cor- 
responded exactly with the spirit of 
her dancing, and making her one of 
the most graceful bowsjahe had ever 
beheld, when they parted. 

Catherine, 






( 241 ) 

Catherine, delighted by all that had 
passed, proceeded gaily to Pulteney- 
street; walking, as she concluded, 
with great elasticity, though she had 
never thought of it before. She reach- 
ed home without seeing any thing 
more of the offended party ; and now 
that she had been triumphant through- 
out, had carried her point and was 
secure of her walk, she began (as the 
flutter of her spirits subsided) to doiibt 
whether she had been perfectly right. 
A sacrifice was always noble ; and if 
she had given way to their entreaties^ 

> 

she should have been spared the dis- 
tressing idea of a friend displeased, a 
brother angry, and a scheme of great 
happiness to both destroyed, perhaps ^^ 
through her means. To ease her rnind^ 
^nd ascertain by the opinion of an un« 
VOL. I. M prejudiced 
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prejudideri person whatherownccHaiuct 
had really been, she took occaiion to 
meiitkm be&re Mr. AUea the kadf* 
settled scheme of her famtherand'tiie 
Ibo^es for the following day. Mr. 
Allen caught at it directly. " Well;'- 
mid he, ^^and do yoa think of going 
too ?" 

" No ; I had just engaged myself 
to walk wi^ Miss Tilncy before they 
ixsilA me of it; and therefoi* y<Mi kn<»w 
I could not go with them, could I?** 

** No, certainly not; and I amglsMl 
you do not think of it. These scheme* 
are not at all the thing. Ytmng men 
and women driving about tfes countiy 
in open carriages ! Now and then it is 
very well ; bivt going to inns and ^b*. 
lie pla^ees together! It is not tight; 
and I wonder Mi^. Thorpe should allbw 

it 
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it 1 am- glad yeu do not think of 
going ; I am sure Mrs. Morland would* 
pot be pliiased. Mrs. Allen, are not 

» 

you of my way of thinking ? Do not 
you think these kind of projects oB- 
jedtioiiable ?" 

" Yes, very much so indeed. Opett 
carriages are nasty things. A clean 
gown is npt'five minUtes^ wear in them; 
. Xou are splashed getting in and getting 
out; and the wind takes your hair and' 
your bonnet in every direction. I hate 
sai open carriage myself." 

" I know you do; but that is not' 
the question. Do not yx)u think it has 
an odd appearance, if young ladies are 
^quently driven about in them by 
youpg^ meb, to whom they are not 
evJaa related?'* 

** Yes, my dear, a very odd^ap- 

M 2 pearance 
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pearance indeed. . I cannot bear to 
«ee it." 

** Dear madam," cried Catherine, 
" then why did not you tell me so 
before ? I am sure if I had known it 
to be improper, I would not have gone 
with Mr. Thorpe at all ; but I always 
hoped you would tell me, if you thought 
I was doing wrong." 

" And so I should, my dear, you may 
depend on it ; for as I told Mrs. Mor- 
land at parting, I would always do the 
best for you in my power. But one. 
must not be over particular. Young 
people will be young people, as ^ your 
good mother says herself. You know 
I wanted you, when we first came, not 
to buy that sprigged muslin, but you 

3 

would. Young people do not like to 
be always thwarted." 

" But 
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" But this was something of real 
consequence ; and I do not think you 
would have foun(^ me hard to per- 
suade." 

" As far as it has gone hitherto, 
there is no harm done," said Mr. Allen; 
*^and I would only advise you, my 
dear, not to go out with Mr. Thorpe 
any more." 

". That is just what 1 was going to 
say," added his wife. 

Catherine, relieved for herself, felt ^ 
uneasy for Isabella; and after a mo- 
ment's thought, asked Mr. Allen whe- 
ther it would not be both projper and 
kind • in her to write to Miss Thorpe, 
and explain the indecorum of which 
she must be as insensible as herself; 
for she considered that Isabella might 

M 3 other- 
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othetwise perhaps he going to Clifton 
fthe neiLt day, in spite of what had 
.passed Mr. Allen however discouiaged 
her from doing any such thing. "You 
had better leave her alone, my dear, 
;8he is old enough to know what she'is 
about; and if not, has a mother to ad- 
vise her. Mris. Xlliorpe is too indulgent 
beyond a doubt; but however you had 
^>ettel' not interfere. She and your 
brother chuse to go, and you will be 
only getting ill-wilh'* 
. . CAtl;ieriue submitted; and though 
-§qri;y .to AhinK that Isabella should l^e 
; doing wrong, felt greatly relieved by 
J^T. Allen's ^approbation of her own 
cond^qt^ sa\d truly rejoiced to be pre- 
Sjcrved by hi^ advice from the danger of 
fj^Uing into such an error herself. Her 

escape 
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escape from being one of the party to 
Clifton was now an escape indeed ; for 
what would the Tibieys have thought 
of her, if she had broken her promise 
to Jthem in order to do what was wrong 
in iteelf ? if she had been gniity of one 
breach ,of propriety, only to enable 
bisr.to be guilty of another? 



M 4 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The next morning was fair,' and CsO' 
therine almost expected another at^ 
tack from the assembled party. With 
Mr. Allen to support her, she felt no 
dread of the event: but she would 
gladly be sparcjd a contest, whifre vie* 
tory itself was painful ; and was heartily 
rejoiced therefore at neither seeing nor 
hearing any thing of them. The Til- 
neys called for her at the apjpointed 
time ; and no new difficulty arising, no 
sudden recollection, no unexpected 
summons, no impertinent intrusion to 
disconcert their measures, my heroine 
was most unnaturally able to fulfil her 
engagement, though it was made with 

the 
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the hero himself. They determined 
on walking round Beechen Cliffj that 
noble hill, whose beautiful verdure and 
hanging coppice render it so striking 
an object from almost every opening 
in Bath. 

" I never look at it," said Catherine, 
ajs they walked along the side of the 
river, " without thinking of the south 
of France." 

" You have been abroad then?" said 
Henry, a little surprized. 

" Oh! no, I only mean what I have 
read about. It always puts me in 
mind of the country that Emily and 
her father travelled through, in the 
* Mysteries of Udolpho.' But you never 
read novels, I dare say ?" 

"Why not?" ., .^. 

" Because they are not v clever 

M 5 enough 



^ 



« 



( m > 

ei^^fS^ for ^qu-^entUn^esirc^ bettei 

^^ Th,e pcn^Hi be it g^^tlan^ ^ 
lady, who hfus not plea^i^e ^ a gQod 
novel, must be intoljerably sti^pid. ,1 
have read all Mrs. RadcliiFe's works, 
and most of them *with grea^ pleasure. 
The Mysteries of Udolpht^ whe^ J 
had once begun it, I coul^ not ^y 
down again ; — I remember finishing it 
in two days^^-my hair standing on end 

the whole time." 

» 

" Yes," added Miss Tilney,, " and I 
remember that you ui^dertopk to read 
it aloud to me, and that when I was 
called away for only five minutes to 
^ wer a note, instead of waitiqg for 
me, you took the volume into thf 
Hermitage-walk, and I was oUiged to 
stay till you had finished it'' 

« Thank 
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" TbAvk you, fAemsor ;*-4i most 
honourable testimony. You (see, Miss 
Mofiaod^ the injustice of your suspi^- 
cioxifi. Here was I, in my eagerness 
to get on, refusing to wait only five 
minutes for my sister; breaking the 
promise I had ms^e of reading it 
aloud, and keeping her in suspense aU 
most interesting part, by running away 
with the volume, which, you are to 
observe, was her own, particularly her 
own. I am proud when I reflect on 
it, and I think it must establish me in 
your good opinion." 

•" I am very glad to hear it indeedi, 
and now I shall never be ashamed of 
liking Udolpho myself. But I really 
thought before, young men despised 
novels amazingly.'* 

" It in umazmgltf; it may well sug- 

M 6 gest 
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gcst amazement if they do — ^for they 
read nearly as many as women. 1 
myself have read hundreds and hun- 
dreds. Do not imagine^ that you can 
cope with me in a knowledge of Ju- 
lias and Louisas. If we proceed to 
particulars, and engage in the never- 
ceasing inquiry of * Have you read 
thisf and ^ Have you read that?' I 
shall soon leave you as far behind me 
as — ^what shall I say ? — I want an ap- 
propriate simile ; — ^as far as your friend 
Emily herself left poor Valancourt 
when she went with her aunt intq 
Italy. Consider how many years I 
have had the start of you. I had 
entered on my studies at Oxford, 
while you were , ^ good little girl 
working your sampler at home !' V 
" Not very good I am afmid. But 

now 
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now really, do not you think Udolpho 
the nicest book in the world ?" 

" The nicest ;— by which I. suppose 
you mean the neatest That must 
depend, upon the binding/' 

" Henry," said Miss Tilney, " you 
are very impertinent. Miss Morland, 
he is treating you exactly as he does 
his sister. He is for ever finding fault 
with me, for some iiacorrectness of 
language, and now he is taking the 
same liberty with you* The word 
* nicest,' as 'you used' it, did riot suit 
him ; and you had better change it as 
soon as you can, or we shall be over- 
powered with Johnson and Blair all 
.the rest of the way." 

"I am sure," cried Catherine, ^* I 
did not mean to say any thing wrong; 

but 
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l>at it is a nice book, ackd why 6)39ul4 
not I call it so?" 

*^ V^ry tra^," s#id Henry^ " and 
|;hi»'is. a very nice day, apd we ^« 
taking a very nice walk, and you are 
two very nice young ladi^i^. Oh ! it is 
a very nice word indeed ! — ^it does ibr 
^VCTy thing. Originally perhaps it 
was applied only to express neatness^ 
propriety, delifCacy, or refinMaent; — 
people were nice in their dress, in their 
iseatiments, or their cihoice. But now 
f^yery cotii]neiida^io!& on every «ahject 
is comprised in that one worioL" 
. *' While, in fiict," cried his sirteiv 
** it pught only to he applied to you, 
without any comfnendatian at all. 
you aife olore^ nice than wbe. Gome, 
J^ss Morland, let ua leave him to 
meditate over our faults in the utmost 

•V 
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pTCfti&fy ^ djctioB, while we praise 
jLT^^ipho in wh^teyedr terms we like 
he^ Jt is 41 iiu^8^ iiiterestifiig wcnk. 
you ^e fohd of 4^ait kind of x^dmg}*^ 
'' To $9.y the truth, J jdo aot mndl 
like aaay other/' 
"Indeed!" 

" That is, I can read poetry mkI 
plays, aiid tlvDigs of that sort^ and 
<]o not dislike travels. But )ijstory, 
real solenw history, I caiiBot be inter 
ife^ted i^. Cup you?" , 

" Yefs^vl ana feed of history." 
" I wis^ I were too. 1 cead k a 
little a^ a duty, but it tdls me nothing 
that does pot either vex or weary me. 
The quarrels of popes and kings, wkii 
wars or pestilences, in every page; the 
naen all so gpod Ibr nothing, and 
hardly any w<)meo at all<^it is veiy 

tire- 
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tiresome: and yet I often think it 
odd that it should be so dull, for a 
great deal of it must be invention. 
The 4speeches that are put into the 
heroes*^ mouths, their thoughts and de- 
signs — the chief of all this must be 
invention, and invention is what de- 
lights me in other books," 

" Historianis, you think,'' said Miss 
Tilney, " are not happy in their 
flights of fancy. They display imagi- 
nation without raising interest. I am 
fond of history — ^and am very well 
contented to take the false with the 
•true. In the principal facts they have 
sources of intelligence in former his- 
tories ' and records, which may be as 
much depended oji, I conclude, as 
any thing that does not actually pass 
under one's own observation; and as 

for 
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for t£e little embellishments you speak 
of, ihey are embellishments, and I 
like them as such. If a speech be well 
drawn up, I read it with pleaaure, by 
whomsoever it may be made*^-and 
probably with much greater, if the 
production of Mr. Hume or Mr. Ro* 
bertson, than if the genuine words of 
(^aractaciis, Agricola, or Alfred the 
Gfeat." 

*^ You are fond of history ! — and so 
4rc Mr. Allen and my father ; and I 
have two brothers who do not dislike 
it. So many instances withim my 
small circle of friends is remarkable ! 
At this rate, I shall not pity the 
writers of history, any longer. If 
people like to read their books, it is 
all very well, but to be at so much 
trouble in filling great volumes, which, 

as 



t «M ) 

lis I used to tiunk^ nobody would wil^ 
lingLy ever look into, to be labouring 
only for tbe teisnantof littie hoys and 
girls, alwayf struck -me^os^ h^rd ftite; 
and though I know it is all veiy right 
aiid neoessary, I have often wondered 
at ithe person's courage that could «it 
down on purpose to do it." 
. *' That liule boys and gif te i^hi^ld 
be tormented," said Henry, " is w^at 
fio cose at all acqi^inted with human 
jbature, in a civilized state can deny; 
hot id>b€i»alf of our most distinguished 
faistoriatis, I must obserye, that th^ 
might .w«U be offended at being sup- 
|M)sed to have no higher aim; and that 
by their method and style, -they are 
perfectly well qualified to toraxent 
readers of the most advanced reascm 
and mature tim^ of Itfe. I use tSie 

verb 
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vetb '* to tormciit,' as I observed to be 
your o\VTi method, instead of * to ia- 
struct,' supposing fhem to be now ad- 
mitted as synonimous." 

*^ You think me foolish to call in- 
fttructibri a torment, but if you had 
been as much used as myself to hear 
poor little children fest lemming their 
letters and then learning to spell, if 
if you :had ^V/el* i^en how stupid they 
can be for a whole morning together, 
and how tired my poor mother iM at 
the end (^ it, as I aiii in the habit ^f 
seeing almost everyday ofmyhfy at 
home, you would Bil&sy that to form^iii 
and to instruct m^ht sometimes be 
use4 as synonitoous words." 

" Very probably. But historians 
are not accountable for the difficulty 
of lea;rning to rend; aiijd even you 

yourself, 
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yourself, who do riot altogether seem 
• particularly friendly to very severe, 
very intense application, may perhaps 
be brought to acknowledge that it is 
very well worth while to be tormented 
for two or three years of one*s life, for 
the sake of being able to read all the 
rest of it. Consider — ^if reading had 
not been taught, Mrs. RadclifFe would 
have written in vain— or perhaps 
might not have written at all." 

Catherine assented — ^and a very 
warm panegyric from her on that 
lady's merits, clqsed the subject — 
The Tilneys were soon engaged in 
another on which she had nothing to 
say. They were viewing Ihe country 
with the eyes of persons accustomed 
to drawing, and decided on its capa- 
bility of being formed into pictures, 

with 
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^ith all the eagerness of real taste. 
Here Catherine was quite lost. She^ 
knew nothing of drawing— nothing of / 
taste : — and she listened to them with . 
an attention which brought her little . 
profit, for they talked in phrases which 
conveyed scarcely any idea to her. 
The little which she could understand 
however appeared to contradict the. 
very few notions she had entertained 
on the matter before. It seemed as if 
a good view were no longer to be: 
taken from the top of an high hill, 
and that a clear blue, sky was no^ 
longer a proof of a fine day. She was 
heartily ashamed of her ignorance. 
A misplaced shame. Where people' 
wish to attach, they should always be > 
ignorant. To come with a well-in- 
formed mind, is to come with an in- ; 

ability 
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aHUty of admiBist^riflg to the vam<^- 
of othm, which a sensible peiwn^ 
would always wish to avoid. A wo- 
man especially, if she have the mis- 
fortune of knowing any thing,- should' 
conceal it as well as she c^n. 

The advantages of natural folly in a 
beautiful girl have been already set 
forth by the capital pen pf a 'sister 
author;— and to her treatment, of 
the subject I will only add ill justice 
to men, that though to the larger aixd 
more trifling-part of the sex, imbecility 
in females is a great enhancement of 
their personal charms, there is a por* 
tion of them too reasonable and too 
well informed themselves to desire any 
thing more in woman than ignorance. 
But Catherine did not know her own 
advantages — did not know that a 

goodr 
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good4ookki^ giri; with at tj^dctiomstb 
heart and- a very ignorQ,nt mind^ can^ 
not fail of ^'ttmetiiig a clever young 
iiiaii> unle£d circumstances aie parti*^ 
culady untoward. In Ifee present iti-- 
stance, she confessed and lamtoted 
her want of knowledge ; declared that 
die would give any thing in liie world 
to be abie to draw; and a lectui^ on^ 
the picturesque immediately followed, 
in which his in^^tructions were so clear 
that she soon began to see beauty in 
every thing adinired by him, and her 
attention was so earnest, that he be* 
came perfectly satisfied of her having a 
great deal of natural taste. He talked 
of fore-grounds, distances, and second 
distances — sidcrscreens and perspec- 
tives—lights and shades ; — ^and Cathe*- 
rine was so hopeful a scholar, that when 

they 
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tiiey gained the top of Beec]ie& CliW^ 
she voluntarily . rejected the whole 
city of Bath) a^s unworthy to make 
part of a landscape. Delighted with 
her progress, and fearful of wearying 
her with too much wisdom at once, 
Henry syffered the subject, to decline, 
and by an easy transition from a piece 
of rocky fragrnent a?id the withered 
oak which he had placed near its 
summit, to oaks in general, to forests, 
the inclosure of them^ waste lands, 
crown lands and government, he 
shortly found himself arrived at po*. 
litics ; and from politics, it. was aa 
easy step to silence. The general 
pause which succeeded his short dis- 
quisition on the state of the nation,, 
was put an end to by Catherine, who, 
in rather a solemn tone of voice, ut- 
^ • ^ tered 
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tared l2iese words, '' I have heaatH? 

f 

that something very shocking indeed^ 
will soon come oi:<t in London." 

Miss Tiiney, to whom this was 
chiefly addressed, was startkd, and^ 
hastily replied, " Indeed ! — and of 
what nature ?" % 

" That I do not know, nor who U 
the author. I have only heard that' 
it is to be more horrible than any 
thing we have met with yet" 
. " Go6d heaven! — Where could you 
^ hear of such a thing ?" , ' 

" A particular friend of mine had; 
an account of it in a letter from Lon- 
don yesterday. It is to be uncom- 
monly dreadful. I shall expect mur- 
der and every thing of the kind." 

- " You speak with astonishing com«> 
posure I But I hope your friend's ac* 

- VOL. I. N counts 
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(founts have been exaggerated; — and 
if such a design is known beforehand, 
proper measures will undoubtedly be 
taken by . government to prevent its 
coming to effect" 

'.." Government," said Henry, endea- 
vouring jiot to smile, " neither desires 
nor dares to intei-fere in such mat- 
ters. There must be miurder; and 
government cares not how much." 

The ladies stared. He laughed, 
and added, " Come, shall I make you 
understand each other, or leave you to 
puzzle out an explanation as you can? 
No — I will be noble. I will prove 
myself a man, no less by the genero- 
sity' t)f my soul than the clearness of 
my head. I have no patience with 
such of my sex as disdain to let them- 
selves sometimes down to the com- 

prehi^nsion 
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'prehension of yours. Perhaps the 
abilities of women are neither sound 
nor acute — ^neither vigorous nor keen. 
Perhaps they may want observation, 
discernment, judgment, fire, genius, 
and wit.** 

" Miss Morland, do not mind what 
he says;' — ^but have the* goodness to 
satisfy me as to this dreadful riot." 

"Riot!— what riot r 

V 

" My dear Eleanor, the riot is only 
-in your own Wain. The confusion 
there is scandaloui^. Miss Morland 
ha^ been talking of nothing more 
dreadful than a new publication which 
is shortly to come out, in three duo- 
decimo volumes, two hundred and 
seventy-six pages in each, with a fron- 
tispiece to the first, of two tombstones 
and a lantern— 4o you understand ? — 

N 3 And 



And you, Miss Morland — ^my stupid sis-t 
terhas mistaken all your clearest expres-p 
sions. You talked Sf expected horrors 
in London — and instead of instantly 
conceiving, as any rational creature 
would have done, that such words could 
relate only to a circulating library,. she 
immediately pictured to herself a mob 
of three thousand men assembling in 
St. George's Fields ; the Bank at- 
tacked, the Tower threatened, the 
streets t)f London flowftig wjth blood, 

a detachment of the 12th Light. Dra- 

» 

goons, (the hopes of the nation,) ca\led 
up from Northampton to qju^ll the iair 
surgents, and the gallant Capt. Frede- 
rick Tilncy, in the moment of charg- 
ing at the head of his troop, knocked 
off his horse by a brickbat from ai^ 
upper window. Forgive her stupidity. 

The 
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The fears of the sister have added to 
the weakness of the woman ; but she 
is hy no means a simpleton in general.** 

Catherine looked grave. " And 
now, Henry," said Miss Tilney, " that 
you have made us understand each 
other, you may as well make Miss 
Morland understand yourself — unless 
you mean to hfeve her think you in- 
tolerably rude to your sister, and a 
great bnite in your opinion of wfenien 
in generai. Miss Morland is not 
used to your odd ways." 

* *^ I shall be most happy to make her 
bfetteracquainted with them.*' 

" No doubt ; — but that is no expla- 
nation of the present." 

<^ What am I to do?" 

" You know ^hat you ought to d<>. 
Clear your character handsomely be* 

N 3 fore 
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fore her. Tell her that you think 
very highly of the understanding of 



women." 



" Miss Morland, I think very highly 
of the understanding of all the women 
in the world — especially of those — 
whoever they may be — with whom I 
happen to be in company.'' 

'' That is not enough. Be more 



serious," 



'^ Miss Morlandy no one can think, 
more highly of the understanding of 
women than I do. In my opinioni 
nature has givcQ them so much, thai 
they never find it necessary to use 
more than half." 

'^ We shall get nothing more serious 
from him now, Miss Morland. He is not 
in a sober mood* But I do assure you 
that^ must be entirely misunderstood, 

if 



( «71 > 

if he ean erer appear to say an unjust 
thing of any woman at all, or an un- 
kind one of me." 

It was no eflbrt to Catherine to be- 
lieve that Henry Tilney could never be 
wrong. His manner might sometimes 
surprize, but his meaning must always 
be just ; — and what ^he did not under- 
stand, she was almost as ready to ad- 
mire, as what she did. The whole 
walk was delightful, and though it 
ended too soon, its conclusion was 
^Hghtful too ;-^her friends attended 
her into the house, and Miss Tilney, 
before they parted, addressing herself 
with respectful form, as much to Mrsi 
Allen as to Catherine, petitioned for 
the pleasure of her company to dinner 
on the day after the next No diffi- 
culty was m^e on Mrs. Allen's siike— ^ 

K 4 and 
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and the only difficulty on Catherine's 
was in concealing the excess of her 
pleasure. 

- The morning had passed away so 
charmingly as to banish all her friend- 
hMp and natural affection; for no 
thought of Isabella or James had 
crossed her during their walk. Wheij 
the Tilneys were gbne> she became 
amiable again, but she was amiable 
for some time to little effect ; Mrs. Al- 
len had no intelligence to give that 
could relieve her anxiety, she had 
heard nothing of any df them. To- 
waids the end of the morning how 
ever, Catherine having occasion foT 
TOme iiidispfjhsable yaxd of ribbon 
which atiust be bought without a mo- 
ment's delay, walked out into the 
•toMicL, and in Bond-street overtook the 

second 
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Sficoixd Miss Thorpe, as she wa& loiter- 
ing towards Edgar's Buildings between 
two of the sweetest girls in the wprld, 
who had been her dear friends all the 
mommg. From her, she soon learned 
that the party to Clifton had taken 
place. ** They «et off at eight this ' 
morning," said Miss Anne, ^' and I 
am sure I do not envy them their 
drive. I think yoti and I are v«ry 
well off to be out of the scrape. — 
It must be the^duUest thing in the 
world, for there is not a soul at 
Glifton at this time of year. • Belle 
went with your brother, and John 
drove Maria. ■' 

Catherine spoke the pleasure she 
really felt on hearing this part of th^ 
arrangement. 

"Oh! yes," rejoined the other, 

N 5 " Maria ^ 
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^* Maria is gone. She was quite wild 
to go. She thought it would be some- 
thing veiy fine. I cannot say I ad* 
mire her taste ; and for my part I was 
deterqiined from the first not to goj 
if they pressed me ever so much." 

Catherine, a little doubtful of this, 
could not help answering, " I wish 
you could have gone too. It is a pity 
you could not all go." 

*' Thank you ; but it is quite a 
matter of indifference to me. Indeed, 
I would not have gone on any ac- 
count . I was saving so to Emily and 
Sophia when you overtook us." 

Catherine was still unconvinced; 
but glad that Anne should have the 
friendship of an Emily and a Sophia 
to console her, she bade her adieu 
without much uneasiness, and returned 

home. 



\. 



( 875 ) 

home, pleased 4;hat the party had not 
been prevented by her refusing to join 
it, and very heartily wishing that it 

* 

might be too pleasant to allow either 
Jumes or Isabella to resent her re- 
sistance any longer^ 



X 6 CHAP- 



] 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Earlt the next^y, a note ftom Isa- 
bella, speaking peace and tenderness 
in every line, and entreating the im- 
mediate presence of her friend on a 
matter of the utmost importance, has- 
tened Catherine, in the happiest state 
of c6nfidence and curiosity, to Edgar's 
Buildings. — The two youngest Miss 
Thorpes were by/ themselves in the 
parlour ; and, on Anne's quitting it 
to call her sister, Catherine took the 
opportunity of asking the other for 
some particulars of their yesterday's 
party. Maria desired no greater plea- 
sure than to speak of it ; alid Cathe- 
rine immediately learnt that it had 

been 
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been altogether the VMst deli^tf ul 
scheme in the world ; that nohbdy 
jcould imagine hcyw charming it had 
been, and that it had been more de^ 
lightful than any body could conceive. 
Such was the information of the first 
five minutes ; the second unfolded 
thus much in detail,^— that they had 
driven directly to the York Hotel, ate 
some soup, and bespoke an early dinr 
oer, -walked down to the Pump-room, 
tasted the water, add laid out some 
shillings in purses and spars ; thenCc 
adjoined to eat ice at a pastry-cook's, 
and hurrying back to the Hotel, swal- 
lowed their dinner in haate, to prevent 
being<in the dark ; and then had a der 
lightful drive back, only the moon was 
not up, and it rained a little, ^nd Mh 
Morland's horse was so tired he cotild 
hardly get it along, 

Catherine 
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Catherine listened with heartfblt «a« 
tis&ctk)n. It appeared that Blaize> 
Gastle had never been thought of; 
and, as for all the rest, there was no^ 
thing to regret for half an instant. — 
Maria's intelligence concluded with a 
tender efinsicm of pity for her sister 
Anne, whom she represented as insup- 
portaWy cross, from being excluded 
the party. 

*^ She will never forgive me, I as^ 
sure ; but, you know, how could I help 
it ? John would have me go» for he 
vowed he would not drive her, because 
she had such thick ancles. I dare say 
she will not be in good humour again 
this month; but I am determined I will 
not be cross ; it is not a little matter 
that puts me out of temper*" y;( 

Isabella now entered the room with 
so eager a step; and a look of such 

happy 
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hap|)y f mportance, as engaged all her 
friend's notice. Maria was without 
ceremony sent away, and Isabella, em«- 
bracing Catherine, thus began : — 
" Yes, my dear Catherine, it is so in- 
deed; your penetration has not de- 
ceived you. — Oh! that arch eye of 
yours ! — It sees through every thing." 
' Catherine replied only by a look of 
wondering ignorance. 

" Nay, my beloved, sweetest friend,** 
continued the other, " compose your^ 
self.- 1 am amazingly agitat^, as you 
perceive. Let us^it down and talk in 
comfort. Well, and so you guessed it 
the moment you had my note?— Sly 
creature! — Oh! my dear Catherine, 
you alone who know my heart can 
judge of my present happiness. Your 
brotiier is the most charming of men. 

^lonly 
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I only wi$h I were more worthy bf him. 
— But what wUl your esceUent father 
and mother say ? — Qk ! heavens ! whea 
I think of them I am. so agitated!" 

Catlierine's understanding begaa to 
awake : an idea of the truth suddenly 
darted into her mind; and, with the 
natural blush of so new an. emotion, 
she cried out, "Good heaven! — my 
dear Isabella, what do you. mean? 
Can you — can you really be in love 
with James?" 

j This bpld surmise, however,, she soon 
lf»£xKt cofiiprehend^ . but half, the 
fact. The anxious affection, which 
she was accused of having continually - 
3¥fttched in Isabella's every look and 
ftetion, had, in die couxse of Aeir yes- 
terday's. party; raceivi^ the delightful 
confession of an equal love. Her hesurt 
. ... t and 
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and faith were ajike engaged to James. 
— Never had Catherinfe listened to any 
4:hing so full of interest, wonder, and 
joy. Her brother and her friend eii- 
gaged ! — New to such circumstances^ 
the importance of it appeared unspeato- 
ably great, and she contemplate it as 
one of those grand events, of whicl) 
the ordinaiy course of life can hardly 
idlFord a return. The stilength of, her 
fedings she could not express; th(d ma- 
ture of them, however,' contented her 
friend. Hae happiness of having stich 
a'^ister was their first effiision^ and the 
fair ladies min^bd in embr^es :aM 
tears of joy. ' I '.'.'/ \ ' 

Delighting,^ however, us Catbedne 

tincerdy did in the prospect of the 

conneiio%.it must be ackno^^^ledgfei 

that Isabdia fiu* surpassed hef* m teU- 

''' der 
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dcr anticipations*—" You will be so 
infinitely clearer to me, my Catherine, 
than either Anne or Maria : I feel that 
I shall be so much more attached to 
my dear Morland's family than to my 



own/' 



This was a pitch of friendship be* 
yond Catherine. 

^* You are so like your dear brother,^ 
continued Isabella, " that I quite 
doated on you the first moment I saw 
you. But so it always is witli me ; 
the first moment settles every thing. 
The very first day that Morhmd came 
to us last Christmas — ^the very first 
moment I beheld him — ^my heart was. 
irrecoverably gonei^ I remember T 
Wore my ydlow gown, with my haix 
donie up in teuds ; and when I came 
into the drawing-room^ and John in* 

troduced 
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troduced hitn, I thought I never sa^ 
any body 'so handsome before." 

Here Catherine secretly acknow- 
ledged the power of love ; for, though 
exceedingly fond of her brother, and 
partial to all his endowments, she had 
never in her life thought him hand- 
jsome. 

" I remember too, Misa . Andrews 
drank tea with us that evenkig ^ aiid 
.wore.her puce^coloured sarsenet j and 
she looked so heavenly, that I thought 
y(mT brothcsrinust,€ert^iily fall in lov« 
with her; I could notaleep a yfihk tH 
night for tbit)kimg|of it. Oh! Gather 
rine,* t^ mafiy ^l^pless nights I have 
bad cm your brother's recount !«f-I 
would not have you suffer hsilf what I 
hikve done! I aiook gr^wa wretc^hedly 
thm I know ; but I k4U not pain you 

by 
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fey describing my anxiety ; you hav^ 
seen enough of it. I feel that I hav« 
betrayed myself perpetually ; — so un- 
guarded in speaking of my partiality 
for the church I — But my secret I wa# 
always sure would be safe with you.^ 
Catherine felt that nothing could 
have been safer ; but ashamed of ^an ig- 
noi^uioe > Iftde expected^ she dared no 
HoQig^fiidnl^t the <point9 iior refuse to 
ktve been as fall of arch penetwtioii 
fln4 aifectionate ^sympathy as Isad^ella 
chose to consider hteil Her brother J^y^ 
Ibund' was preparing lib setoff* with* all 
ispeisd'to Fullertouy > t^ mklidikndwn his 
situatlcm and ask etini^eftt ; ' and here 
livas a sourcie of some real agitation to 
the knind of Isabdila, Catherine en- 
4eavW^'t& p^i%LiMte her,' a« fi^e-was 
faer^liP jpdrsiladed, Ithat' hef l^M^^ aoA 

mother 
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mother would never oppose their son*s 
wishes. — " It is impossible," Said she, 
** for parents to be more kind, or more 

M 

desirous of their children's happiness^ 
I. have no doubt of their consentilig 
immediately," 

*' Mprland *ays exactly the same," 
replied Isabella; "and yet I dare not 
expect it; my fortime will be so small;. 
they never can consent to it. Your 
bjpotfaer, who might marry any body !'* 
. Here 'Catherine again xliscerned the 
forc^ of love. 

" Indeed, Isabella, you are too. hum- 
ble. — The difference of fortune can be 
nothing to ^gnify-" 

" Oh! my sweet Catherine, in your 
generous heart I k^iow it would signify 
nothing ; but we must not expect such 
dijsintere8tedne$s in many, ^ As for my-^ 
self, I am sure I only wish ouj situa-* 

tions 
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tiona were reversed. Had I the cdtor 
mand of millions, were I mistress of 
the whole world, yc)ur brother would 
be my only choice." 
. This chaiTtiing sentiment, recom- 
mended as much by sense as novelty, 
gave Catherine a most pleasing re- 
membrance of all the heroines of her 
acquaintance; and she thought her 
friend never looked more lovely than 
in uttering the grand idea. — ^** I am 
sure they will consent," was her fre- 
quent declaration ; " I am- sure they 
will be delighted with you." 

"For my own part," said Isabella, 
" my wishes are so moderate, that the 
smallest income in nature would be 
enough for me. Where people are really 
attached, poveity itself is wealth : gran- 
deur I detest : I would not settle in 
London for the universe. A cottage 

* ill 
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in some retired village would be 6k* 
tasy . There are some charming little 
villas about Richmond." 

^* Richmond!" cried Catherine, — 
" You must settle near Fullerton. 
You must be near us." 
^ " I am sure I shall be miserable if 
we do not. If I can but he near you^ 
I shall be satisfied. But this is idle 
talking! I will not allow myself to 
think of s^uch things, till we have your 
&ther's answer. Morland says that 
by sending it to-night to Salisbury, we 
may have it to-morrow. — To-morrow? 
— I know I shall never have courage to 
open the letter. 1 know it will be the 
death of me." 

A reverie succeeded this convic- 
tion — ^and when Isabella spoke again, 
it was to resolve on the quality of her 
wedding-gown. 

Their 
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- Their ooxifereace was put an. end to 
by the anxious young lover himi^^lf, 
who came to breathe his .parting sigh 
l)€fore he set off for Wiltishiie. >Cadie- 
rjne wished to congratulate .him, but 
knew not what to. say, and her elo* 
quence was only -in her eyes. From 
tham however the eight parts of 
speech shone out most expressively, 
and Jam^ could combine them with 
ease. . Impatient for the realization 
qf all that he hoped at home, his adieus 
were not long ; and they would have 
hew yet. shorter, had he not beep fte* 
quently detained by the urgent en- 
tr^ties of his fair one that he would 
go. Twice was he called almost fpom 
the door by her eagerness to have him 
gone. " Indeed, Morland, • I must 
diivc you away. Consider how far 

you 
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y<jtt have to ri<te. I cmnot Bear t* 
*^e yo\t Imget ^^ Fo^ Heaven'u sake, 
ivast* no more time* There, g6, ^0*— 

, • • • 

% msfint on it.* 

The two friends, with hearts now 
fiK>re united than evet, were inseparable 
^t the day ; and in achenies of sisterly 
happiness the hours flew along. Mr^. 
Thorpe and her son, who were ao 
qtiahited with every thing, and whd 

« 

seemed only to want Mi*. 'Morland^i 
c<:M[isent, to ednsider Isabella^ engage 
ment as the ttios€ fortunate circum- 
stance imaginable for theii* family, 
were allowed to join thdir counsels, 
and add their quota of significant 
looks and mysterious expressions to 
fill tip the meisnre of curiosity to be 
i^ised in the unprivileged younger 
sristers. To Catherine's simple feel- ' 
VOL. I, ings^ 
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ings, Urn odd sprt of reserw seemed 
neither kindly meant, nor consistently 
supported ; and its unkin^H^ss she 
would hardly have forbore pekitinj^ 
out, had its inconsistency been less 
their friend ;~4>ut Anne and Maria 
^oon set her heart at ease by the sagar 
city: of their " I know what ;" and the 
evening was spent in a sort of warof wit^ 
<a diqs^y of family iBgenaity ; on one 
side in the idnystery of an * affected 
jiecret, . on the odier of undefined dis- 
covery^ all equally acute,' ^ 

Catherine waswith her friend agsun 
the next day, endeavouring to support 
her spirits, and while away the many 
tedious hours before tlie delivery of 
the letters ; a needful exertion, for as 
the time of reasonable expectatimi 
drew near, * Isabella became more and 
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more desponding, and before the letter 
arrived, had worked herself mto a state 
of real distress. But when it did ccHne, 
where could distress be found? "I 
have had no difficulty in gaining th* 
consent of my kind parents, and.aai 
piomised that every thing in theii? 
pow^r shall be done to foi-ward my 
happiness," were the first three lines, 
and in one moment all was joyful secu* 
rity. The brightest glow»was instantly 
s)>read over Isabella's features, all cam 
andanxiety seemed removed, her spirit^ 
became almost too high for controul,* 
land she called; herself without scruple 
the happiest of mortals. 

Mrs. Thorpe, with tears of joy, em* 
l»aced her daughter, her son, her vi-' 
sitor, and could have embraced half 
the inhabitants of Bath with satisfiics 

o 2 tion. 
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7 dear Catherine'' gt every word ;— 
7 dear Anne, and de^p JMtaiW*' wurt im- 
9i^iat€ily be n^ade isbarers in thek fe- 
ii^ijty ; and two " deAr»"at oiwe befoi« 
ti>e name of Isabella, wera n9t moi^^^ 
Umi that beloved child had now weU 
earned. John himself was no skulker 
in joy. He not only bestowed on Mr.* 
Morland the high commenda/tton of 
Ijeing one of the finest fellows in the 
world, but swore off maoy^sentenoefii in 
his praise 

The letter^ whence sprang all ^m 
felicity, was short, conitaining little 
nH>re than this assurance of sueeess ; 
a^ every particular wa3 dejferr^ till 
J^mes could write again* But for par- 
ticula)^ Isabella cautd well a&)rd to 

wait. 
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wait The needful was comprised in 
Mr. Morland's promise ; his honour was 
pledged to make every thing easy; and 
by what means their income was to 
be. formed, whether landed property 
were to be resigned, or funded money 
made ovei-, was a matter- in which her 
disinterested spirit took no concern* 
She knew enough to feel secure of an 
honourable and speedy establishment, 
and her imagination took a rapid flight 
over its attendant felicities. She saw 
herself at the end of a few weeks, the 
gaze and admiration o? every new ac- 
quaintance at Fullerton, the en\'7 of 
every valued old friend in^ Putney, 
with a carriage at her command, a new 
name on her tickets, and a brilliant 
exhibition of hoop brings on her finger; 
When the contents of the letter were 
ascertained; John Thojpe, who had only 

o 3 waited 
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Wftifcejd 113 ftiTivalto begin hie journey 
to hwdxm, prepared to set off. ^' Well^ 
Mi3s Morlaiid/' said be> on. finding her 
aloQfi in„ the padonr, ^ I am come to 
bid you good bye." Catbeiinfi wished 
him a good journey. Without appears 
ing to hear heir, he walked to the wia> 
dow» fidgetted about, bummed a tune^ 
and seemed wholly self-oecupied 
, '* Shall not yoy be late at Devizes?*' 
said Catherine* He made no answer ; 
but after a minute's silence burst out 
with; ^* A fs^mon^ good thing tlm mart 
ry ing scheme^ upon my soul ! Acl^'er 
fancy of Morland's ajid Belief What 
do you think of it» Miss Morland? / 
say it is no bad notion." 

^' I am sure I think it a very good 
pne." 

" Poyoi^ ?--r*that's honest, by heavens ? 

I am glad you are no enemy to matii^ 

mony 
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many howeven Did you ewr'litar 
th6 old song, ^ Going to one weddmg 
brings on another?' I say, you will 
cam^ to Belle's wedding, I hope^^ 

" Yes; I have promised your ^et 
- to Jbe with her, if possible. " 

" AiMl then you know'*---twi8ting 
himself about ^nd. forcing a fbolifth 
laugh — ^^ I say, then you know, we 
may try the truth of this same old 
long," 

" May we ?~but I never sing. Weil^ 
I wish you a good journey; I dint 
with Miss Tilncy to*day, and must now 
be going homc.^' 

" Nay, but there isi no such con-- 
founded hurry. — Who knows when we 
may be together again? — Not but that 
I shaU be down again by the end of a 
fortnight, and a devilish long fortnight 
it will appear to me.'' ' 

"Then 
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" Theti why do you stay away so 
long ?" replied Catherine — ^finding that 
he waited for an answer. 

" That is kind of you, however — 
kind and good-natured.— 1 shall not 
forget it in a huriy.— But you have 
more good-nature and all that, than 
any body living I believe. A monstrous 
deal of good-nature, and it is not only 
good-nature, but you have so much, 
so much of every thing ; and then you 
have such — upon my soul I do not 
know' any body like you;" . ' 

"Oh! dear, there are a great many 
people like me, I dare say,^ only a great 
deal better. Gk>od morning to you." 
• . " But I say, Miss Morland, I shall 
come and pay my rdspects at Eullerton 
before it is long, if not disagreeable." 

" Pray do. — My father and mother 

will be very gl^d to. see youv V;^ 

"And 
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"AwHhope—flhope, Miss Morland, 

« 

yau will not be sorry to see n>e." 

" Oh ! dear, not at aU. Tbeje am 
very few people I .am sorry to see^ 
Company is always <:heeifuJ." 

^* That is jiist ray way of thinking. 
Give i»e but a little cheerful companyj 
let me only h^ive the company of the 
people I love, Iqt ape qnlj be where I 
liJke aiid with wh<pm I like, and the 
devil take the rest, say L^ — And I am 
heartily glad to hear you say the same.. 
But I have a &otio9i Miss %iq^mdp, 
you and I think pretty m^ch ^ilike 
upon mpst matters/' 
, ^ Perhaps we n^^y ; but it is mwe 
than I evar thought ofi And as^ to 
mo^t matters, to say the trulh, them 
Jtre not iiiamy that I knqw xAy ow» 
mind about ". 
'^ By Joye, ao morftdo I. It is aot 

my 
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my way to bother my brains with wiiat 
does not concerai me. My notion of 
things is sim|)le enough. Let me only 
have the girl I like, say I, with a com- 
fortable honse over my head, and what 
care I for all the rest ? Fortune is no- 
thing. I am stire of a good income of 
iriy own; and if she had not a penny, 
why so much the better." 

^ Very trne. I think like you 
there. If there is a good fortune <m 
one side, there can be no occasion for 
any on the other. No matter which 
has it, so that there is enough. I hato. 
the idea of one great fortune l<k>ki{ig' 
out for another; And to matry for 
mon^y I think the wickedest thing !«« 
exi^tence.—^'Good day.-^^We shall be 
teiy glad to see you at Fullerton, 
whenever it is convenient." And away 
B\m went. It was not iti tke power of 
> • all 
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^11 his galUi^try to detaiH her long^r# 
With such news to communicatei and 
fuch a visit to prepare for, her- depar- 
ture was not to, be jdeiayeji , by; ajiy 
thing in his nature to urge; and sh^ 
hurri/5d away, leaving him to the 
undivided conscioi^sn^ss of his owjx 
happy a^ldress, ,and her^ i^xplicit en-? 
couragement. ; . 

The a^tation which she had bersejtf* 
experienced on |irst learning her brot 
tber!s e^g^ge^xe^t, made her expect to 
rfki^e no in9;p^sidec9,bl^, emotion in Mr. 
and Mrs; Allen, by the communica-; 
tion of the wonderful event. How 
great was her disappointment! Thp 
important affair, which many words of 
preparation ushered in, had been fore- 
seen by them both ever since her bro- 
tlier's arrival ; and all that they felt on 
the occasion was comprehended in a 

wish 
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wish for the yofing people's happinesa, 
titrith a remark^ on the genttemanV sid^ 
in favour of Isabella V beauty, and on 
the UAy% of her great good luck. 
It was to Catherine the most surprizing 
insensibility. The disclosure however 
of the great secret of James's going to 
Firilerton the day before, did taise 
some emotion in Mrs. Allen. She could 
not listen to that with perfect calm- 
ness ; but repeatedly regi'etted the ne- 
cessity of its concealment, wished she 
could have known life intetition, wish- 
ed she could have seen him before he 
went, as she shouFd certainly have 
tronbled him withiher l)est regards to 
his fether and mother, and her kind 
cempfiments to all the Skinners. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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